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1 AD ſeen, on my 0am only 2 
mall part of the diſorders and cruel- 
ties committed by the Turkiſh army,- an 

leaving Conſtantinople ; but on my ar- 
rival in that capital, J found every body 
ſtill in emotion at fo horrible a ſpectacle, 
the, particulars of which 1 had no diff. 
culty in collecting 262 (hi 3 


An ancient cuſtom, of 1 


the cauſe nor the origin can be traced, 
unites the moſt inſipid buffooneries, with 
the commanding train of the aſſemblage 
of the forces: of a great empire, againſt 
ny enemies, and the Turks call this ridi- 
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culous medley, Alas ; that-is, the triutu- 
phal pomp : it conſiſts in a ſort of maſ- 
querade, - where all the different branch- 
es of trade ſucceſſively exhibit to the 
ſpectators, the mechanic exerciſe of their 
reſpective arts: The huſbandman drives 
his plough, the weaver thtows his ſhut- 
tle, the joiner planes; and theſe various 
repreſentations, raiſed on carriages, rich- 
ly decorated, open the proceſſion, and 
precede the ſtandard of Mahomet “, when 
it is marched out of the Seraglio, to be 
conveyed to the army, to infure victory 
to the Ottoman e 
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This Standard, made of green ſilk ſtuff, is kept 
in the Treaſury, from whence it is never taken; but 
to goto war; it was, however, in agitation, to em- 
ploy ĩt againſt the rebels who dethroned Sultan Ach- 
met: that Prince's Vigr, who was the firſt Maddin 
on which the 'malecontents diſplayed their faty, 
without glutting it, gave that advice to his maſter; 
and the revolters, who had no other principle of 
union than pillage, muſt certainly have been diſ- 
perſed by the multitude, who would have reſorted 
to the ſacred banner. Another relic of Mahomet 
is preſerved, alſo, in the Treaſury; they dip this 
every year in water, which the Grand Seignior then 
orders to be diftributed, in phials, to the great men 
of the empire, _ Free-thinkers, for ſuch there are, 

even 
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| holy water colts dear to thoſe who are gratified wirt 
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This royal ſtandard of che Turks, 
which they call Sandjak-Cherif,- or the 
Standard of the Prophet, is held in ſo 
much reverence amongſt them, that, not- 
withſtanding» the”: various checks wit 
which its reputation has beem tarniſned 
t is ſtil] the ſole object of their confi- 
dente, and th ſacredt poĩnt to which 
they rally. Every thing proclaims the 
ſanctity of theſe colours ; the Emirs only; 
have the privilege of: touching it; they 

compoſe the band which ſutrounds it; 

it is, borne by their chief: Muſſulmen 
alone dare lift their eyes to look at it; 

ottter hands would pollute, other eyes 
would prophane it; the molt; barbarous 
fanaticiſm encompaſſes this ſtandard. + 
A long peace having unfortunately 
made them forget t he ridicule and the 


danger of this ceremony, the Chtiſtians, 


very imprudently, were anxious to ſee 
TY in and the Laue who, from the ſi - 

A3 tuation 
even hg aids FO ws pretended, that 
this relic is no other than an old pair of breeches of 
the Prophet; it is very certain, however, that this - 


it; and that they who convey it, make the favoor- 
ed perſons pay very handſomely for the goods: of 
this, and for their ſalvation in the other world. 
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 tuation of- their. houſes, could let their 
windows, availed themſelves of; this ad- 
vantage: an Emir, Who preceded the 
banner, eried out, in a loud voice, the 
following wordan Let no inſidel dare 
to prophane, by -his preſence; the ſaac 
tity of the Prophet's ſtandard ; and let 
every Muſſulman who difcovers an infi- 
del, declare it, under pain of reproba- 
tion.” From that moment there was no 
aſylum i even they; v0 by letting their 
houſes, had become accomplices in the 
erime, became the informers; Fury 
takes poſſeſſion of theirmiads, and gives 
freſh ſtrength to every atm the moſt 
atrocious crimes become the moſt meris 
torious; ho longer was chere any dif- 
tind ion of age or ſeu. Pregnant women, 
dragged by che hair of the head, tramp- 
led under foot by the multitude,; pe- 
riſhed in the moſt d manner; 
nothing was reſpected by theft monſters; 
and it was under theſe apſpicen that the | 
ee privy hyp | 69; MANCE 9499 
The Katty-Cherif, ey Imperial: Dip TY 
wa, which proclaimed it, diftated in the. - 
uſual form, invited all true · belie vers, 
able to en r 10 men, themſelves: 
11 7. 7 under 
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uader the ſtandard of the Faith, to fight 
againſt its enemies; this ſort of con- 
cation of the Arrier Ban, promiſed. a nus. 
merous army, but not an arm of good, 
troops: ignorance. and avarice gave the. 
preference to this multitude of volunteers, 
whom they ſhould no longer be abliged. 
to think of, at the concluſion of the war, 
to the ſervice of the Janiſſaries, uhoſe 
pay, and pretenſions, would for ever be 
advanced. It may, alſo, be preſumed, 
that the Grand Seigniar's fearing to re- 
ſtore to that corps the energy to which 
his father had fallen a victim, was incli-: 
we * to employ tkem as auxiliary for- 

The moſt ſubſtantial inconveni- 
ence e char prevailed, and which one would 
the leaſt ſuſpect, was the total want of 
foreſight reſpecting proviſions, It is the: 
nature of deſpotiſm, always to flatter it- 
ſelf, to be able to ſubſtitute authority to 
prudence. The Grand Viſir command 
ed the army; all the Miniſters accom- 
panied him; even the records of the 
Chancery were dragged in the train. NO 
doubrs were entertained either of ſucceſs, 
or of abundance—the confidence was as 
blind, as it was univerſal, 

A4 


Whilſt 


to know if I would receive him. The 
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| Whilſt the great officers, by going to 
a diſtance from Conſtantinople, ſeem to 
remove with them the feat even of the 
empire, their ſubſtitutes, in each em- 
ployment, reſide in the capital, and are 
reſponſible to the deſpot for the 20 0 
execution of his order. 

We are now going to ſee the ag of 
this government in action, the ſucceſhve- 
details of which, will enable the reader 
to form a better judgment than from a- 
vague diſſertation, unſupported by facts. 
I had only been a few days at Conſtan- 

tinople, and had ſcarcely had time to. 
take the neceſſary ſteps to haſten the re · 
turn of my baggage, which I had 
left in Crimea, and. in Baſs-Arabia, 
when the firſt phyſician of the Grand Sig- 
nior ſent to me, at eleven o'clock at night, 
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ſecrecy he exacted, together with the fa- 
vour in which I knew he was with the 
Saltan,. 


® It muſt be remarked, however, that the remo- 
val of the Records of the Chancery, neceſſarily re- 
tards the execution of thoſe orders where forms are 
neceſſary ; but it may be added, that affairs of that 
nature very ſeldom intereſt - the deſpot, and hen 
they do, forms are eaſily diſpenſed with. 
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Sultan, excited my curiofity, without my 
prefuming that a dir & meſſage was the 
object of this viſit... he phyſician, bow- 
ever, told me, that Sultan Muſtapha, in- 
formed of my. Ferns had expreſsly com- 
miſſioned. ROE to alk me tlie cauſe of 
it?. © If you have. reaſon. to complain of: 
any perſon, he will. do you ſpeedy Juſ- 
tice; I haye juſt quitted the Sultan; he 
has talked to me a great deal about vou; 
he knows your origin“, and thinks it 
gives him ſome claim on your zeal.” Tf 
deſired him to aſſure his Highneſs of my 
gratitude ;, and although this appeared to 
me a perſonal meaſure, I was perfectly 
convinced, that it was impoſſible I ſhould 
be the only object of a Prince's ſolicitude, 
whoſe armies- were already. in the field, 
His emiſſary, in fact, who had orders to 
carry him my anſwer, returned the next 
day, at the ſame hour; but with more 
ample inſtructions. As this Italian phy- 
ſician ſtill ſpoke with difficulty the Turk- 
iſh e the Fane: he. had to 
5 „ 


lt has already been ſeen; that biy' father was an 
Hangarian, who had followed Prince Ragotzy; 
and we know that the Porte gave an aſylum 1 to that 
Prince, and his followers. - 
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aſk me, were committed to writing: 45 
wrote my anſwers alſo, and this correſ- 
pondence of the Grand Signior with me, 
obtained me his confidence, and was 
unknown to his Miniſters until the mo- 
ment that his Highneſs required of me 
ſuch ſervices, as, from their nature, be- 
came matter of public 5 notoriety. 

Whilſt the Vit, Emin-Pacha, with - 
out any of the talents neceſſary either for 
the Miniſter or the General, blinded by 
his own perſonal intereſt, fondly 1 1570 
that he could preſerve the former ſtation 
in tranquillity, and fill the latter with 
glory, by making peace before the com- 
mencement of the war. His army, 
daily increaſed by the concourſe of frantic 
Muſſulmen, very ſoon became the moſt 
formidable enemy of the empire. The 
ſcarcity of proviſions, the diſorder which 
prevailed amongſt that famiſhed multi- 
rude, the plunder which followed from 
the different diviſions of the army, the 
maſſacres which were its unavoidable 
conſequences, authority invariably weak, 
and always deſpicable, when the admi- 
niſtration is evidently vicious, every 
thing announced a change of fortune. 

The 
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The Grand Signior, the only perſon 
who really intereſted himſelf in the fuc- 


ceſs of his army, had juſt given bis Viſir 
a new order of diſpoſition ; Emin-Pachs 
had the preſumption 10 diſobey him: he 
was deceived in his politics, and his army 
beaten, and difperfed; and à ſecond 
order, more punctually carried into exe - 
cution, ſoon placed his head on the gate 
of the Seraglio, with this inſeription: 
« For not having followed the plan of the 
campaign ſent direttly from the Emperor.” 

Moldovandgi ſucceeded him.—This 
new Viſir, more enterprizing, but not 
more ſkilful than his predeceſſor, was 
alſo beaten ; but he was lucky enough; 
in loſing the Vifirate, to loſe only a 


place, as dangerous, as it is eminent, 
and which nobody was . an of 1 5 


plying. 

To the overbearing. ignorance of the 
General, was joined the imꝑertinent pre- 
ſumption of the ſubalterns; and the 
Turks, who drag after them a vaſt train 
of artillery, every gun of which is badly 
mounted, and as ill ſerved, thundeted 
upon, on every occaſion, by the cans 
non of the enemy, took no other ven- 

{JA geance 
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geance for their loſſes, than by accuſing 


the Ruſſians of unfairneſs.— They avail 
themſelves,” ſaid they, of the ſupe- 
riority of their fire, which it is, in fact, 


impoſſible to approach; but let them 
ceaſe that abominable fire, —let them 
come forward, like brave men, with 
naked arms, — and we ſhall ſee if theſe. 
' Infidels can reſiſt the edge of the true 


believer's ſabre;” This multitude of 


weak fanatics had even the ſtupidity to 
reproach the Ruſſians for ſome attacks. 
they made during the holy. Ramazan. 
The Grand Signior; however, informed 
that the howitzers had harraſſed his ca- 
valry, deſired me to give him the model 
of thoſe pieces, the invention of which 
was entirely new at Conſtantinople ; and 


to ſatisfy. his curioſity reſpecting the fire-- 


arms of every kind, made uſe. of in 
Europe, I ſent this. Prince the Memoirs 
of St. Remy, the plates of which were 
all he could examine; and when he went 


out, he made them be carried by one of 


the perſons of his ſuite. . 
Sultan Muſtapha, whoſe firſt cares, as 


we. have ſeen, were directed towards the 


management of his finances, after having 
5 expended,, 


3 2 
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expended, unſucceſsfully, immenſe ſums;- 
began to bargain with his Miniſters for 
the freſh expences of the plans they were: 
propoſing; and whilſt: they, on: the one 
hand, accuſed him of avarice; he re- 
proached himſelf, on the other, with an- 
eaſineſs of temper, 'which ſerved only, 
he ſaid, to enrich the knaves who ſur- 
rounded him. Ir cannot be conceived;. 
in truth, that this Prince could, with a. 
tranquil eye, behold his treaſures dimi- 
niſned, his army diſperſed, and thoſe- 
enemies he had no doubt of ſubduing 
the firſt: campaign; not only victorious 
on the Danube, but threatening e even 
the Archipehago with an invaſionn: 

His activity carrying him every where; 
enabled him to diſcover, at each ſtep he 
took, freſh abuſes; of which he com- 
plained to his Miniſters, never without 
making them tremble, but always inef- 
fectually, for. the promotion of. good or- 
der; which would. have been with diffi- 
culty re-eſtabliſhed, even with the beſt 
diſpoſition on their parts, The Freſh, 
troops, which were on their way to the 


army, from the extremity of Aſia, paſſed, 
a eee and halted at Conſtanti- 


nople,, 
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nople, not fo much for the purpoſe of ſo- 
hciting, as of exacting a compoſition 
from the Porte. Whilſt the chiefs of 
this volunteer militia were treated about 
their ſubſidy for the campaign, theſe 
Aſiatics, diſperſed throughout the capital, 
armed to the very teeth, lying in wait 

night and day, in the ſtreets, to rob the 

paſſengers, haſtened the negociations, 
from the urgent neceſſity there was of 
freeing the capital from ſuch a banditti. 

—The government, too feeble to re- 

ſtrain their infolence, bargained to no 

purpoſe, and made conceſſions to them 
without ſhame. Amongſt the number 
of theſe: vagabonds who ſucceeded each 
other, was 2 troop from the country of 

Las 1, who learn, on their arrival, that 
ſome Janiĩſſaries of their company 8, are 
confined in the fortreſs of Yflar , on 

| 2 the 
1 The country of Las extends the length of the 

South ſide of the Black Sea, and includes the towns 

of Synop and Trebiſonde. 

This company, which, I believe, is the thicty- 
fifth, is the more numerous, becauſe the natives of 

Las never enter into any other, and the number in- 

rolled is thirty thouſand. 

+ The caſtle wherein the Janiſſaries who are to 
be puniſhed, or ftrangled, are confined ; an alter- 
native which renders this habitation very perilous. 
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the Canal. This troop hid already ſer. 
led chert conditions of ſervice, and ot 

bot they ſuper- add, 4s a neceſſary 
e the deliverance of theſe —.— 
The Viſir is afraid either to gr Aa, or 
to refuſe compliance; ſome expedi- 
ent muſt be formed. It is agreed, that 
this body of men Hall paſs by the caftle, 
fire at the gate, and that the governor, 
apparently compelled to it by this act of 
hoſtility, ſhall deliver up the criminals; 
Former examples may Juſtify this ridieu- 
tous expedient, but it is no leſs a ſtriking 
inftance of cowardice in an arbitrary go- 
vernment, becauſe it tends to diſcover 
the invariable character of deſpotiſm. 


Power no ſooner flips out of the hands of 
the deſpot, than it is Wen e of 


by the multitude. 
Whilſt the eh of. the 3 
ment compelled rt to ſhut its eyes to the 
exceſſes of a licentious ſoldiery, the Mi- 
niſters ſtrove to conceal the naval war 
which threatened the empire. No Ruſſian - 
veſſel had ever made its appearance at 
Conſtantinople, The Ruſſians, therefore, 
have no fhips; or if, by chance, they 
have any, what does that ſignify to the 

Turks, 
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Turks, ſince there is no communication. 
between the Baltic and the Archipelago?, 
The Danes, the Swedes,: whoſe flags are 
known to the Turks,.could not overturn 


that argument in their minds; maps 
ſpread out before their eyes, had no more. 
effect; and the Divan was not yet per- 
ſuaded of the poſſibility of the fact, when. 
they received intelligence of the ſiege of 
Coron, the invaſion of the Morea, and 
of the appearance of twelve of the BL 8 
line of battle ſhips 5. | 
Ihe uncertaiaty of the Miniſters, take 
ever, had not prevented them from prepa- 
ring ſome maritime forces. Thirty ſhips 
of war were ordered to be got ready with 
5 The ignorante of the Turks in geography, 
forniſhes anecdotes ſtill more ſtrĩking than the above: 
A Venetian Ambaſſador; coming to Conſtantino- 
ple, with two ſhips of war- of the Republic, fell in 
with the Grand Signior's fleet in-the- Archipelago, 
which, in time of peace, makes an annual cruize, 
to collect the tribute from the Iſlands. The Turkiſh 
Admiral invites his Excellency on board; to enter 
tain him, and in the courſe of converſation, afks 
him if the dominions of the Republic were in the 
neighbourhood. of Ruſſia? Out of patience at this 
ignorance, the noble Venetian replies, Ves; 
2 nothing but the Ottoman empire between 
them!? | | 
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the utmoſt expedition, and nothing elſe 
was looked for, with ſo decided a ſuperĩ- 
ority, than the pleaſure of indemnifying 
themſelves: in the Archipelago, for the 
loſſes they had ſuſtained-on the Danube. 
Finding, alſo, amongſt the archives of 
the empire, that the laſt war with Ruſſia 
had occaſioned the equipment of a ſmall 
fleet of one hundred and fifty half gallies, 
for the purpoſe of penetrating into the 
Sea of Zabache, and the particulars 
found in the account of the expences, 


ſpecifying none of the motives of this ar- 


mament, they overlooked the circum») 
ſtance that the ports of Aſoph and Ta- 
ganrog, then in diſpute, had nothing to 
do with the preſent war. The con- 
ſtruction of the gallies was ordered, and 
carried on with. the greateſt expedition. 

Theſe preparations increaſing, the 
concourſe of, ſoldiers and ſailors from 
the two fleets, carried licentiouſneſs to 
ſuch a pitch, that every day was marked 
by ſome new cataſtrophe; and M. le 
Comte de St. Prieſt, Ambaſſador of 
Erance, invited by the ſeaſon to his 
houſe on the Canal, unwilling to de- 
prive himſelf. of the pleaſure of a: walk, 
Or 
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or to expoſe himfelf to the infults he had 
already experienced in his carriage, took 
the reſolution not to ſtir out, as well 
as thoſe that attended him, without their 
bayonets at the end of their fuſils. This 
was the only means of ſafety which could 
procure reſpect to the perſon of the Am- 
baſſador from the troops of banditti who. 
were daily paſſing by land and by ſea to 
join the army. The Palace of France in 
the country, was ſo ſituated, as that all 
the boats which went up the Canal muſt 
paſs under its windows, which were 
carefully kept ſnut on the fide next the 
ſhore. We had gone out after dinner, 
to take our uſual walk, and were already 
onthe heights of Tarapia, when we heard 
a pretty ſmart firing of ſmall arms on 
the ſea, towards the Palace; we ſtopt, 

to form ſome judgment of the cauſe of 
it, when the cries of a man coming to- 
wards us, determined M. de St. Prieſt 
to go and meet him. Underſtanding 
that the Palace was attacked by a band, 


of theſe villains, we mended our pace, 
to check their audaciouſneſs, but we 


were too late; the boat from which they 
had fired at the Palace, was already at a 
great 
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great” diſtaance, and although the Am- 
baſſador eſcaped wich à few ſhots thrdugh 
his 4 window-ſtiurcets,! and> ſomeicbrakeal 
panes. of glaſs / from fourreen or fiftren 
bullets which we found in the falloon; 
the inſule appeared of ſufficient impor- 
tance to juſtify a complaint to the Porte. 
An interpreten, ſent for that purpoſe; 
recounts the cireomitance to the Neis 
Effendi; Who, after liſtening with every 
apparent ſymptom of the greateſt con- 
cern, „What ' ſays he, ** theſe raſrals 
have dared to inſuln the Palace: of 
France! They are ideots!—How: can 
they expect to eſoape puniſument ? D 
they not know, that on the firſt com- 
plaint, they will be ſoughr after In- 
deed; I cannot but think of it it is 
abſolute madneſs. To artack/ the Am- 
baſſador of France Had they not on 
their road plenty of Greek, Jewiſh, and 
Armenian houſes ?—Why. did they not 
attack them, inſtead. of rand us ĩato 
_— ne! 

It was thus that * Nliuiger nnen 
edahe'neceiry of providing for an Am 
baſſador's tranquillity, whilſt nothing ap- 


PRES to NY RR than to ſa- 
| crifice 
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erifice that of the public. & Colonel of 
the Janiffaries had otdets to guard the 
houſe of M. de St.. Prieſta Officers of 
that corps were ſent, at the ſame time, 
to the mouth of the Black Sea, to ſeize 
the guilty perſons, before the departure 
of the veſſel; which: was to carry them to 
Varna. We were informed that they 
were taken, and throw into the ſea; 
but ſo feeble was the government, that 
this account, which we knew to be a 
ſalſehood; had not even the air of proba- 
bility. Some time after, an adventure 
of the ſame kind, the cauſe of which, 
although leſs ſerious, might have produ- 
ced diſagreeable.conſequences, happened 
at my door. I lived at Buyukdere, in 
the houſe built by M. de Vergennes, 
during his embaſſy; a quay, Which was 


likewiſe a· highway, ſeparated it from the 
ſea, Some ſoldiers who were paſſing, 


talked ſo loud, that a parrot, whoſe cage 
was on a pretiy high window, could diſ- 
tinguiſh, and repeat ſome very free 
language; with which, in their  gaiety, 
they were ſeaſoning their converſation. 
They ſtopt immediately, and abuſed the 
ee wha dared to turn nde en 

TON; 
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riſion; the parrot again repgats after 
them; they become furious, prepare their 
arms to affault the houſe; and fall vpon 
the inhabitants. The tumult, however, 
awakened. the attentiun of a Janiſſaryz 
ho kept guard in the houſt᷑ and curi 
ous to xnov the cauſe of it, he opens. the | 
door the very moment that their 
was going to break forth. 
himſelf with being their victim, he en- 
ters into an explanation, and tells them 
of the parrot; they are irritated at his 
excuſe ; and ãt v not until they had 
ſeen; the oulprit, who, fortunately, fill 
continued his imitations. that they could 
be appeaſed, and reliaquiſh their deſign, 
A fei diſhes of coffee, which were ac: 
cepred of by them,: put an end to this 
quariel, whichic was as diſſicult to ayoid, | 
as to ſoreſee . e e, 2 rnb 
Whilſt che capital; and its environs, 
were infeſted by a licentious ſoldiery. 
vho had no other courage than chat of 
robbers, the provinces, deli ereii upꝰto 
ſimilar diſorders, and haraſſecd by the go- 
verhors with equal icopudity, ſulfered 
every. ſpecies of -vexation. - The prince | ; 
= _ of the Miniſters was to provide 


Sni equally 


. 
———— —ů —— — 2 


the multitude of human beings,” 
N e to become ſailors, every 
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equally for the ſupply of Conſtantino · 


le, and the ſubſiſtenre of the army. 
Fs at onee, aggravated,” and multipli- 
ed the oppreſſions. Meaſures, indeed; 


had been ſo badly concerted, that the 


people eould nor fail of ſoffering doubly, 
from chr no leſs cruel; than imperious 
Preci ipitation with which the taxes were 
tevied, and from the injuſtioe f the 2. 

gents employed in the collection. 
fc = The Turkiſh government may, at all 


> Intid 


times; be conſiderec 18 un” army in- 


Eithpeny! of: :whiohs: the» commander in 


tetk, iffves "his orders to forage in the 


It is thus chat the Vis 


neighbourhoed. 
fir provided for his army, by the Black 


Sex ; whilſt the — no 


from the coaſts of the rden 


found it neceſſary tõ inſure that ſubliſt- 
ente, by a ſoperiority ot the naval. force 


prepared againſt the Ruſſiana. But al- 
though vieſe nee had ſuocoeded in haſten · 
ing the construction, in. accelerating the 
equipment of veſlels;:upd im aſſembling 
ho 


thing 
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thief, from the teme of this theadaquar+ 
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- proclaimed that ignorance | and 
nes hag e the dee, 
ons. SCOTTY: amn 

Veſſela, railed i on Abenden but whole 
low batteries were drowned on the teaft 
but a great deal of timber, and veryilit- 
de fire. Entangled tackling,: ropes and 
—_ which broke on the ſlighteſt en- 


n, thirty men employed in the gun- 
ö wins drag as they wette di- 
rected from the deck ; no principie a 
ſtowage, no nautical knowledge, encuni- 
bered batteries, cannon of different horesʒ 
ſach was the ſtate uf that armament, t 
conduct of which was neceſſarily catruſt- 
ed to men ſo ignorant, as to be perfett. 
ly contented with. it. The ſeveral com- 
magnds, however, were matter of inte 
reſt; and the Captain Pacha, whomakes 
a perquiſite of the principal appoints 
ments, by diſtributing the veſſels of his 
fleet to the beſt bidder, allowed each 
Captain the fame privilege: of ſelling the 
Gubordioate! employments of his ſhap; 
and this little traffic, conſecrated by cuſ- 
tom, filled up the meaſure of thoſe mal 


it „ ie 
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the Turkiſh marine, without the inter- 
pꝓpoſition of their enemies.  Accuſtomed, 
until that moment, to no other ſervice 
than annually to harraſs the Archipela- 
| go with a ſmall-ſquadron, the ſea officers 
had acquired no military principle, no 
deſigu, no art, no experience of - their 
profeſſion; and, when the fleet failed, 
it ſermed as if they had no other object 
but to collect a tribute, Which nobody 
could diſpute with them. Haſſan , 
8 alone, an Algerine renegado, e 
the Admiral's Captam, appeared to em- 
bark with the intention of making war: 
bur this man, whoſe temerity is un- 
known, and who always thought that 
courage alone was all, and ſupplied the 
want of every thing, was deſirous of 
ſignalizing himſelf by an invention, as 
fatal at Icheſme, as it ' appeared extraor - 
dinary at Conſtantinople. This inven- 
tion conſiſted of 'a number of iron 
; bars, which, fixed ' on the gunwale, 
projected horizontally beyond the per- 
* of the water, in order to 
neee: * 20 r 7] ＋ 1221 prevent 
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.4 The celebrated Haſſan Pacha, wha, through 
employments, milicary and civil, is at preſent the 
Captain Pacha. 
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prevent the enemy from boarding. But 
if this detail gives us no great idea of the 
genius of the author, I think I have 
given a ſufficient aceurate notion of 
the talents of the Turks, to leave 


no doubt of their admiring this in- 
vention. 


The en others BYE 
by delaying the departure of the fleet, 
inſtead of ſerving them to put it in better 
order, was only favourable to the deſer- 
tion of ſailors, and to ſome lucrative op- 
pieſſions, which the Captains continued 
to exerciſe, under pretence of complet- 
ing their crews. The land army, in the 
mean while, although twice ruined, was 
become more numerous than ever; and 
the Ottoman empire, vigorouſly attack - 
ed by ſea and land, but oppoſing, on all 
ſides, forces three times more numerous 
than thoſe of the enemy, gave itſelf - up 
to all the oſtentatious pride of what ap- 
peared to them unqueſtionable dope 
ries... 
The aſs of the troops TREE =) a x 
little tranquillity in the capital, and the 
preſumpruous hopes of great ſucceſſes, 
giving the people a more favourable dif; 
Vor. III. 2 Ia poſition, 
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poſition, M. le Comte de St. Prieſt, 


wiſhed to give an entertainment on the 


marriage of the Dauphin of France. That 


the Turks might partake of it too, he 


intended to add to his other preparati- 
ons, ſor the balls and the feaſts; which 
the Europeans only could enjoy, an illu- 
mination and a fire-work, which I un- 
dertook to prepare. Already the ball- 


room, built for the purpoſe, was com- 


pleated; the fire- works were ready, 


and nothing remained to be done, but 
to arrange 2the decorations, When the 


news of the deſtruction of both the ar- 


mies, by land and ſea, ſpread a general 


conſternation throughout the capital, 


and put an end to all our preparations. 
It was no longer poſſible to think of 


giving entertainments. Ihe Grand Sig- 


nior in the moſt diſtr acting anxiety, the 


Miniſters deſponding, the people in deſ- 
pair, the capital reduced to the dread of 
famine and invaſion; ſuch was the preſent 


ſituation of an empire, which, a month 


befote, thought itſelf fo formidable. Ig 

notance, however, which always attempts 
to flatter that pride which is its inſepara- 
= 4220 Anat vehend this double ca- 
taſtroplie, 
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aſtrophe, only as the 'impetetrable OY 
crees of that Providence, to which it is 
neceflary blindly to fubmit. Not-a per- 
fon amongſt the Turks could diſebver, 
that an undiſciplined multitude” contri- 
butes more effettually to irs dn de- 
ſtruction, than all the efforts of an oppo- 
ſing enemy. But if the want of diſcipline 
alone was ſufficient to ruin the land army 
at Craoul, a concurrence of the moſt ſo- 
vereign folly, on the part of the Admi- 
ral, and his Captains, was neceflary to 
complete the deſtruction of the fleet at 
Tchefſme. 
This fleet, ſailing from the ae ef 
the Dardanelles to ſeek the Ruſſians, af- 
ter bending its courſe towards Chis, 
had come to anchor on the coaſt of Afia, 
between the main and the Spalmadore 
Iſlands, before the harbour of Tcheſme. 
Some frigates, newly built, with the uſe 
of which the Turkiſh-marine had been 
unacquainted befote this war, anchored 4 
on the wings of that long line, were to j 
give fGignals of the ennemy's* approach, 
and had orders to let them embarraſs 
themſelves in this Streight, "where the 
thirty ſhips, well diſtanced, and Hiding 
. at 
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at four anchors, were to wait for them. 
This - ingenious ambuſcade, thus pre- 
pared, the Ruſſian veſſels, diſpoſed in a 
more military manner, after doubling 
Chio, and reconnoitering the advanced 
Torkiſh ſhips, ſtretched themſelves a- 
long to the very center of the line, with- 
out their making the ſmalleſt motion to 
get under way. _ 
The two Admirals, however, finding 

_ themſelves on each other's beam, the 
Ruſſian, after giving him his broad- 
- fide, came nearer to the Turk, to throw 
fire- balls into him, and blew up himſelf 
during this manœuvre. Haſſan Pacha, 
at that time, had a flag, (and who fur- 
_niſhed me himſelf the particulars I am 
now relating) after ſeeing his veſſel eſ- 
cape from this havock, thought himſelf 
out of danger, when he perceived his 
ſtern in flames, and his veſſel on the 
point of ſuffering the ſame fate. Al- 
ready had his crew thrown themſelves 
into the ſea, into which he precipitated 
himſelf, and was lucky enough to get 
hold of the wreck of the enemy's Admi- 
tal,, he had the further good fortune to 

, Pe the | ih of his own ſhip, 
where 
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where the fire was not long? in rage. 
the powder magazine. F 

It is eaſy to perceive; ears progisr- 
tioning the calculation to the importance 
of the lofs on one ſide, and on the other, 
that of the Ruſſians, which was infinitely 
more confiderable, might juſtify the re- 
folution they at firſt adopted, of not re- 
newing their attack on the Turks; but 
the latter, whoſe military knowledge 
fearcely extended to the effects of ſalt- 
petre, terrified at that which'it had juſt 
produced, calculated only the danger of 
being blown up ſhould the Ruſſians a- 
gain attack them. Tcheſmie was imme- 
diately the aſylum into which the whole 
Furkiſh fleet retired in the greateſt diſ- 
order, and ſome cannon; landed in haſte, 
and placed on the two capes at the 
mouth of that harbour Yue the _ 
tives. ol 

It ane as if ihe Roflians were-em- 
ployed, during this interval, in obſerv- 
ing the movements of the enemy; and 
one may readily believe, that they 
heard, with aſtoniſhment, the next day, 
what had paſſed at Tcheſme, Unable 
to attribute this ſtrange conduct of the 
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Turks to any other motive than a panic, 


when the moſt unpromiſing enterprize 
may almoſt always be ſucceſsfully at- 
tempted, they preſented themſelves be- 
fore the harbour, into which they ſent 
two, fre · ſnips. At this appearance of 
the Ruſſians, the Turks, ſtill terrified at 
the events of the preceding day, were 
more bent on ſaving themſelves by land, 
than on defending their ſhips. But the 
ſight of two veſſels, ſteering towards the 
Harbour, again awakened in them the 
idea of conqueſt; and taking them for 
deſerters, far from endeavouring to fiuk 
them, they put up prayers for their ſafe 
atrival, fully determined to put their 
Crews in irons, and anticipating the plea- 
ſure of leading them in triumph to Con- 
ſtantinople *. 

Theſe ſuppoſed. deſerters, however, 
entering the port without difficulty, be- 


layed their rudders, hoiſted their grap- 
pling irons, and ſoon vomited forth ſuch 
clouds of flame, as ſet the whole fleet on 


fire ; the harbour of Tcheſme, incumber- 
ed with nn, with powder, and with 
cannon, 


This anecdote was authenticated to me by the 
ſame Haſſan Bey whom I have already mentioned. 
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ter founded. Ignorance, which always 
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cannon, exhibited the ſpectacle of a vo- 
cano, in which the whole Turkiſh fleet 


was ſwallowed, up. If this cataltrophe 


humbled the Ottoman pride, a ſtill more 
urgent neceſſity ſoon demanded the at- 
tention of the Miniſters. Conſtantino- 
ple was menaced with an approaching 
famine. The deſtruction of the Turkiſh 
fleet, in fact, by abandoning the Archi- 
pelago to the Ruſſians, prevented the ſup- 
ply of Conſtantinople ; and the enemy 
might even force the Streights, preſent 
themſclves at the point of the. Seraglio, 
ſack the city, and dictate the law to. the 
Grand Signior- The diſmay was gene- 
ral; and never were apprehenſions | bet- 


does itſelf juſtice, When terror gets the 


better of preſumption, made no objecti- 


on to the Grand Signior's order, to aban- 


don to me, without reſerve, the defence 


of the Dardagelles,. and to ſubmit to 
my diſcretion all reſources for the de- 
fence of the capital. This commiſſion, 
however, could not be granted me with-. 
out the neceſſary forms, and the. Porte 


loſt na time in filling them up, with the 


permilbon of the Ambaſſador af France. 
B4 The 
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The Reis Effendi, at the ſame time, in- 
vited and preſſed me, to concert with 
him ſuch meaſures as I might think ne- 
ceſſary in ſo urgent a conjuncture. 

I ſhall be fo frequently under a neceſ- 
ſity of ſpeaking of the Turkiſh Miniſters, 
that it may be uſeful to give ſome previ- 
ous notions of the characters of ſuch of 
them as were then in office ; notions ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to theſe details into 
which I ſhall be indiſpenſably led by 
circumſtances. 

We have already ſeen, that the Grand 
Signior, ſince his acceſſion to the throne, 
occupied in ſchemes of economy, be- 

held with regret, his treaſures diſſipated 
in a war which procured him no ſhare of 
that glory after which he thirſted. This 
Prince, however, could not charge the 
Miniſters about his perſon with the bad 
ſucceſs of his arms; and if he thought 
them incapable of remedying theſe mis 
fortunes, it was not in his power, un- 
fortunately, to ſubſtitute men of greater 
talents in their places. Beſides, it was in 
the army that diſtinguiſhed talents were 
wanting; and the Miniſters in poſſeſſion 
of their maſter's ' favour, had too much 
addreſs 
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_ addreſs to with to perſuade him that ĩt 
would be to his advantage to remove; 


them to a diſtance from his perſon. ttt 


Iſmael Bay poſſeſſed, to an eminent 
degree, the difficult art of governing his 
Sovereign, of conducting all his affairs, 
without hazarding his perſonal tranquil- 


lity, and without taking Wieden 1. 


pleaſures. 

Iſed Bey, Superintendant of be Mine, 
was a particular favourite of his maſter, 
without exciting either jealouſy or hatted; 
prudent enough not to alpire to be Mi- 

niſter, he made uſe of his credit only to 
moderate the frequent ill humour of the 
Grand Signior towards his Miniſters, 
and dedicated all his attention to the in- 
digent and unfortunate, whom he daily 
aſſiſted. N ; 

Melek Pacha, Caymakam, or Deputy 
of the Grand Viſir, and brother-in-law to 
the Grand Signior, was no otherwiſe 
diſtinguiſhed in that important office, 
than by his noble countenance, which 


had induced the Sultana to demand him 


of her brother. And the High Trea- 
ſurer, leſs in favour, but proud of a ſort 


of fame acquired by his father in the 


\ 
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preceding war, confident of the reputa- 
tion he was himfelf about to obtain, 
more vehement than ambitious, was alſo 
more remarkable for his activity, than 
for his underſtanding. The Miniſters 
of the fecond order, the Mufti himſelf, 
had too little influence in the govern- 
ment to merit any relation of their per- 
ſonal qualities. 

Iſmael Bey, who was appointed to 
confer with me on the ſtate of the Dar- 
danelles, and the danger with which the 
capital was threatened, thought to con- 
ceal the fears of the government, by en- 
veloping our conference in the veil of 
night. He received me in his private 
houfe, where I found him taken up with 
an affair, the importance of which made 
a powerful diverſion from that which 
brought us together. This Turk, re- 
fined in his moſt trivial luxuries, but 
childifhly refined, was deſirous of find- 
ing two Canary birds which could ſing 
the fame air; his attendants had ſearched 
the whole city in vain, and the Miniſter 
was employing other methods to gratify 
his whim, when I arrived to concert 
with him the means of averting the cataſ- 


trophe which menaced Conſtantinople. 
He 


* 
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He was not better acquainted with the 
ſtate of the Dardanelles than myſelf; but 
it was evident, from, the letters of Mol- 
dovandgi Pacha, formerly Grand Vibe, 
and whoſe diſgrace. went no further than 
his appointment to the ſubordinate go- 
verament of the caſtles on the Canal, 
with the title of Defenger of the Darda- 
nelles, that this barrier, hitherto deemed 
impregnable, was incapable of reſiſt- 
ing the feebleſt attack, The Ruſſian 
ſquadron, which paraded, with a favour- 
able wind, in ſight of rhe firſt caſtles, 
had only to take advantage of it, to pe- 
netrate into the Marmorean Sea, and 
come under the walls of the Seraglio, to 

give law to the Grand Signior. 
Such was the ſituation of this haughty 
Court, whoſe humiliating poſition, ſo 
juſtly calculated to produce the moſt 
anxious uneaſineſs, was owing entirely 
to the ignorance of her Miniſters, and 
the knavery of her ſubordinate officers, 
The obſervations which I was daily in the 
way of making on the caſtles more im- 
mediately in the neighbourhood af Con- 
ſtantinople, built on the ſame ſyſtem, 
furniſhed me with ſufficient hints of what I 
had 
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had to do on my arrival at the Dardanelles. 
The manner of bringing them to bear on 
ſhips of war was very difficult. Two 
ſhips, which not having been able to 


join their fleet, had eſcaped the confla- 


gration, and were at this time at anchor 
without the outer caftles, might have 
been carried off by the Ruſſian ſquadron 
before my arrival; and the dock-yard 
contained only one old veſſel, declared 
unfit for ſervice. I ſettled it, however, 
with the Reis Effendi, that this veſſel, 
refitted in haſte, provided with artillery, 
ornamented with an Admiral's flag, and 
laden with thick planks, ſhovels, and 
pick-axes, and other utenſils, which I 
pointed out, ſhould fail as ſoon as poſ- 
ſibe, to follow me to the Dardanelles. 
The captain of a Malteſe corſair, taken 
ſome years before, and who thinking to 
better his condition by aſſuming the title 
of Knight of Malta, had only rendered 
his ranſom the more difficult, was groan- 
ing in irons, M. le Comte de St. Prieſt 
was deſirous of embracing this opportu- 
nity to procure the releaſe of this unfor- 
tunate man. With this view, I plead- 
ed the neceſſity of preparing fire-ſhips, 
| and 
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and feigning ignorance in that reſpect, 
to give a better colour to the demand [ 
made of this ſlave, I boaſted his talents, 
and declared that he alone was capable 
of aſſiſting me. I obtained permiſſion 
for him to follow me with the veſſel, and 
received the moſt poſitive aſſurances of 
his liberty, if I diſcovered in him thoſe 
talents I declared him to poſſeſs, I was 
very certain of being able to give him all 
thoſe which he might not already have of 
that nature; but I could ſcarcely foreſee, 
what very ſoon after happened, that this 
man, apprized by the Turks of the views 
I had upon him, was ſo ſhallow as not 
to ſee into my motives, and to diſclaim 
me. We ſhall preſently ſee a whimſical 
conſequence of an inſinuation, of which 
charity was the only motive. | 
The Grand Signior's impatience to 
have me at the Dardanelles, did not per- 
mit me to wait for any of the materials 
which were neceſſary to begin my opera- 
tions }. His Highneſs had given orders 
4 5 that 


1 From the flattering hope of ruling the univerſe, 
the tranfitioa was ſo rapid to the idea of annibila- 
tion, that at the news of the appearance of the Ruſ- 
kans, all Conſtantinople loſt their ſenſes; they put 


op 
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that every thing ſhould be under my di- 
rection. I demanded a Commiſfary, and 
Muſtapha Bey, grandſon to the cele- 
brated Dganum Codga f, was appoint- 
ed, and I imediately freighted a French 
ſhip, to convey me to the Dardanelles. 
The Commiſſary of the Porte ſer out a 
few hours before me, and the orders he 
carried giving me full autherity aver 
Moldovandgi Pacha, did not much diſ- 
poſe him in my favour, I thought it 
ſafer, too, not to rely too much on the 
myſterious engagement of bread and 
ſalt, by which we have already ſeen this 
man enter into an inviolable covenant of 
friendſhip with me. The dread, how- 
ever, in which he was kept by the letters 
he received, and the fear with which he 
was inſpired by the preſence of an enemy 
1 175 ac- 
up public prayers for the ſucceſs of my endeavours; 
and the Grand Signior, who canfided in my zeal, 
and who, unfortunately, had nothing better to do 


for the moment, thought he could not breathe un- 

til he had ſent me off. 

1 Dganum Codga was Admiral at the time of 
the revolution, which, after dethroning Sultan 
Achmet, continued to threaten his ſucceſſor. The 
chief of the rebels was killed in the Divan by this 
Admiral, who by his firmneſs and prudence re- 
eſtabliſhed order. 


. 


BARON DE TOTT. 29 
accuſtomed to beat him, made him dif- 
ſemble his diſcontent. This gave me 
time to appeaſe him, in which J ſucceed- 
ed, by flattering his vanity, and we had 
no apparent difference during my ſtay at 
the Dardanelles. He only breathed out 
his ill humour in his firſt letters to the 


Porte, and the little effect they produced, 


ſoon put a ſtop to his complaints. 
My firſt care was to examine the ſtate 


of the caſtles; but it was enough to caſt 


an eye on the ſoldiers entruſted with 
their defence, to conclude that there was 
no more dependence to be placed on the 
defenders than on the fortifications. The 
panic had ſo far taken poſſeſſion of their 
minds, that they talked loudly of aban- 
doning the Bades on the firſt cannon- 
ſhot. 4 
The eſtabliſhed permanence of the 
Turkiſh garriſons converting every ſol- 
dier into a domicilated citizen, furniſhes 
him with too many foreign objects of at- 
tention, not to divert him from the ſole 
defence of the citadel wherein he is 
placed; his cares extend without the 
walls; the Turkiſh diſcipline, ' always 
ſevere, and never exact, is not ſufficient 


to 
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to detain him. One has only to throws 
fingle glance on the conſtruction of the 


Dardanelles, to perceive the cauſes of 
this deſertion. Dry walls, raiſed more 


than thirty feet above the batteries on a 
level with the water, threatened to crum- 
ble to pieces on the guns and the gun- 
ners, on the firſt volley from the Ruſ- 
ſians. The nature of this defence be- 


came more dangerous for the Turks, 


than even the attack of the enemy. 
An artillery formidable in appearance, 


from the largeneſs of the bore, but little 


to be dreaded after the firſt fire, from 
the Nowneſs with which theſe enormous 


ſwivels could be ſerved, formed the prin- 


cipal batteries of the caſtles of Europe 
and of Afia, the fire of which croſſed 
each other at the Dardanelles, but 
ſcarcely met at the two caſtles at the en- 
trance. This artillery, entirely of braſs, 


without carriages, and without trun- 


nions, on ſlanting pieces of wood, whilſt 
a heap of ſtones propped up the breaches, 
and hindered the recoil. A number of 


other pieces, lying on the ſand, as well 


as ſeveral mortars, ſeemed to reſemble 
more the ruins of a ſiege, than diſpoſi- 
tions 


a 
tions to ſtand one. Such was the ſtate 
of the Dardanelles when I arrived, and 
the Ruſſian ſquadron of ſeven ſhips of 
the line, two of which were three 
deckers, and two frigates, had only to 
avail themſelves, unqueſtionably, of the 
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| favourable wind which enabled them to 


block up the mouth of the 8 Streight, to 
attempt an enterprize, from which Mr. 
Elphinſton looked for ſueceſs, and againſt 
which the Turks had "RAE o 71 13 
poſe. 

The channel of the Dardanelles, FEY 
ated at fifty leagues weſt of Conſtantino- 


ple, between the Archipelago, and the 


little Sea of Marmora, ftretches from the 
coaſt of Troy, as far as Gallipoli, oppo- 
ſite to Lampſacus. This ſpace of about 
twelve leagues, unequal in breadth, af- 


fords different points of view, where the 


lands of Europe and Aſia, ſeparated by 


this channel, approach each other 'with- 
in three or four hundred toiſes 5. It is 
on the narroweſt part of the channel, 
three leagues from the entrance, on the 
hoe of the Hips ms e . that 1 1 
7 called 
0 A toiſeis 6x French, conſequently, ü 
more than fix Engliſh feet, 
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called the Dardanelles, are built, from 
whence the ſhot eaſily traverſes from one 
fide to the other, This point of defence 
has been a long time the only barrier 
for the fecurity of Conſtantinople. A- 
larmed, at length, but ſtill as ignorant 
as ever, the Turks have built two caſtles 
at the mouth of+ the Streight, at the diſ. 
tance of about fifteen hundred toiſes, which 


renders the ſhot uncertain, and the defence 


inſufficient. 

I have already ſpoken of the two Turk- 
iſh ſhips of war, which the delay of equip- 
ment at Conſtantinople had prevented 
from failing with the fleet, and ſaved 
them from the cataſtrophe of Tcheſme, 
Theſe veſſels were anchored between the 


two caſtles, but they were anchored 


ſo far out, that they might eaſily have 
been carried off by the enemy's ſqua- 
dron, My firſt care was to give or- 
ders te theſe ſhips to enter, that they 
might briog their broadſides to bear, 
ſo as to ſupport the batteries of the caſ- 
tles, by narrowing the opening of the 


channel. On an inſpection of the oſfſi- 


cers and crews, however, I was forced 
e. alen that ander, which they ap- 
peuved 
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peared to be incapable of carrying into 
execution. The wind, although favou- 


rable, was not ſufficient to extricate them 
from their dangerous poſition; and this 
poſition became exceffively critical the 
third day after my arrival. 

Whilſt I was at the Evropean caſtle, 
firvated at the Streight's mouth, the Rof. | 
ſian ſquadron coming in a line out of the 
Gulph of Eſnos, hawled along the coaft 
of Europe towards the point of the caſ- 


tle, and had the appearance, by this 
mancuvre, rather to intend falling upon 


the two ſhips, to carry them off, than to 
attempt forcing the paſſage. Either pro- 
ject was very eaſy of execution. A fin- 
gle frigate would have met with no more 
refiſtance from the two ſhips of the line, 
than the whole ſquadron would have en- 
countered from the caftles. The only 
remaining advantage we poſſeſſed, and 
which it was of the utmoſt importance to 
preſerve, was the enemy's ignorance of 
our extreme weakneſs, The mancuvre 
of their ſquadron, ſhewed that they were 
afraid of expoſing themſelves to the fire 
of heavy batteries ; I had, however, to 
2 to them only one iron culverin, 

bored, 
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bored, indeed, for a ball of ſixty pounds. 
The Turks had abandoned, rather than 
placed this piece. withour the caſtle: it 
- was ſupported by two thick planks, and 
pointed perpendicularly towards the 
courſe of the ſquadron. 

A promontory, one hundred is 
forward, on which were placed ſome can- 
non of ſmall bore, concealed this culve- 
Tin, which could not, in this poſition, 
be diſcovered by the Ryſſians, until the 
moment of their quitting the Gulph, 
and at the very inſtant when they would 
be expoſed to its fire; but the cape leav- 
ing the creſt of the walls, as well as the 
houſes in the neighbourhood of the for- 
treſs, expoſed, the ſquadron gave us 
their broadſides; and this briſk, but 
ineffectual cannonade, might have pro- 
duced the good effects of accuſtoming 
the Turks to fire, had they not been ut- 
terly incapable of diſcipline. They diſ- 
appeared at the firſt ſhot, and I had the 
utmoſt difficulty to keep with me ſeven 
or eight men to ſerve the culverin, the 
only means of defence I was maſter of. 
Still it was neceſſary to wait till the ene- 
my it themſelves in the line of its 

fire: 


1 
1 
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fire: this piece was immoveable, but 
that very immobility enſured the ſuceeſs 
of the firſt ſhor, which was fired at a fri- 
gate belonging to their van. This fri- 
gate immediately fell aſtern, and the'ſe- 
cond ſhot was ready for the following 
veſſel; but rhe cannonade of the Ruſſi- 
ans continued beyond the cape, and the 
fleet went about, after having fired eight 
or nine hundred, ſhot over our heads. 
obſerved that ſeveral of theſe balls burſt 
in the air, and they brought. me ſome 
ſhells which had not burſt. This at- 
tempt, repeated three ſucceſſive days, i in 
the ſame order, and at the ſame hour, by 
obliging me to defend this poſt, prevent- 
ed me from preparing more efficacious 
means of defence; but I tried an expe- 
riment which appeared to me likely to 
drive away the enemy from the coaſt. 
With this view, on my arriving in the 
evening at the Dardanelles, I made them 
draw out a ſmall piece of cannon, taken 
from the Venetjans, and, afier having 


made them heat ſome balls, and loaded 


the piece, I gave the ſpectators, who 
always followed me in crowds, a ſmall 


ſpecimen of red hot bullets. The Pa- 
_ cha, 
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cha, and the Tuck, who ſaw this experi- 
ment, already imagined the Ottoman 
empire avenged for the burning of its 
fleet. Grates, and coals, and bellows, 
were preparing during the night, at the 
battery on the cape, which the Ruſſians 
had always preferred cannonading; but 
if the Turks ſtrove eagerly to execute the 


orders I had Juſt given, ſome Greeks took 
as good care, no doubt, to acquaint the 


Ruſſians with it: their fleet approached 
the coalt no more, and they ſeemed to li- 
mit their future projects to the fie ge of 
Lemnos. 


The firſt uſe I made of the tranquillity 


1 had juſt procured myſelf, was to make 
ſore of the two ſhips, which appeared, to 
be the bone of contention. I loſt no time 


in ſending them about four hundred Jews, 


whom we collected at the two caſtles, 
and who, in ſpite of the Sabbath, la- 
boured to tow theſe veſſels out of dan- 
ger. This operation, too, taking chem 
out of the line of the. currents, a freſh 
wind, which blew | a few days after, 
brought them up to the ſecond caltles 
where their artillery was more neceſſary. 
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The ſuperſluous waters which fall into. 
the Black Sea, wad which it is unable to 
evaporate, poured into the Mediterrane 
an by the Thracian Boſphorus, and the 
Propontis, form ſuch violent currents at 
the Dardanelles, that ſhips, with all their 
ſarls ſpread, can fcarcely ſtem them Be-! 
ſides, the pilots muſt obſerve, when they 
have ſufficient wind, to ſnape their courſe; 
in ſuch a manner, as to preſent the leaſt: 
poſſible reſiſtance to the force! of the was! 
ter. The. ſtudy of this is neceſſarily 
founded on the direction of the currents, 
which, driven from one point to another, 
ſorm obſtacles to the navigation, and 
would occaſion the greateſt riſs to the 
mariner, if proper attention were notigi - 
ven to this hydographical knowledge. 
This was moſt aſſuredly the only fort of 
iaſtruction the pilots of the two Turkiſh) 
ſhips were capable of affording me; and 
derived, from their courſe, à very uſe - 
ful inſight into the fituations Which ap- 
peared to me the moſt advantageous for 
the defence of the channel. I ſaw, in 
fact, that a battery, placed on the Pointe 
des Barbier s, (Barber's Point) between 
the oſt wot} ond enſtiey, by making a 

| 20g 30 $67 Ty 2g6054 244 eee 
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croſs fire with another battery, which 
might be erected at a proper diſtance, 
on the promontory, on the European 
ſide, would give the Turks the advan- 
tage of battering the ſtem and ſtern of 
ſuch veſſels as might attempt to force the 
paſſage; whilſt the enemy, to return 
both their broadſides, muſt lay their ſide 
to the currents, a manœuvre which would 
| infallibly compel them to drive with the 
4 ſtream. This diſpoſition would alſo give 
| | the Turkiſh artillery the additional ad- 
Z vantage of employing bar-ſhot, with ef- 


| 
fe, againſt their fails, at full ſtretch; 
; from the 'freſh wind, neceffary for at- 
| tempting the paſſage, which muſt ſoon 
be ſhattered, and unfit even to ſecure 
the veſſels againſt being wrecked upon 
the coaſt. Another powerful motive, 
decided me to adopt this ſyſtem of de- 
fence. Theſe batteries commanded the 
anchorage of the Taches Blanches, (the 
. 0e 5e 1 00 would —_ up a 
| 1 fire, 


A Creek in the MES"! oa the coaſt t of Afia, 

| between the firft and ſecond caſtles. This is the 

only anchoring ground of the channel, where the 

enemy could have attempted to eſtabliſh themſelves, 
after. forcing the paſſage of the firſt gut. 
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fire, almoſt uninterruptedly, to the Dar- 
danelles; and it was clear to me, that 
this diſpoſition muſt enſure the ſafety of 
Conſtantinople, if the Turks would but 
tolerably ſerve the artillery I was about 
to place. Another point, nearer the 
caſtles of the Dardanelles, in Europe, 
called Ja Pointe des Moutins, (the Mill 
Point,) being likewiſe capable af croſſ- 
ing the fire from the battery of the Bar- 
bier's, and the Afiatic caſtle, ſeemed 
proper for the conſtruction of another 
battery, and I determined to eſtablih a 
fourth, on the banks of che Simois, to 
ſerve by way of epaulement to the fottreſs 
which joins it; and which, e ten 
I have already given, was not tenable. 


Whilſt I was taken up with. kr mas ace be 


rangements, and the neceſſary orders 
were given to collect che inhabitants af 
the neighbouring villages, to execute: 
this work by Cortes , Moldovandgi 
Pacha, who wiſhed, no doubt, to make 
himſelf talked of, conceived the project 
of repairing the walls eee of 
Angie Corn) 129. 591 1s. 
+ Public works on the kighwajd, We. kann, 
by tbe peaſants, at the arbitrary diſeretion of goy 


vernment, a grievance long and beavily complain- 
ed of in France. 
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the Genoeſe, ſituated on the top of a pro- 
montory, from whence is diſcovered the - 
Archipelago, and which, although in 
-ſight of the entrance of the channel, was 
barely reached the ſea, into which they 
plunged in the form of a parabola. Mol- 
dovandgi had not ſaid a word. to me of 
his plan; but although it was expenſive, 
and entirely.uſcleſs for defence, I beſtow- 
ed on it the higheſt commendations. I 
ſubmitted, likewiſe, to the inſtances of 
rock, to examine his works; I there 
i found two or three hundred maſons 
1 building, on the old foundation, a dry 
| -wall of eighteen inches thick, whilſt a 
great number of carpenters were forming, 
within this incloſure, the: barracks for 
the garriſon; but what - aſtoniſhed me 
the moſt, was the anxiety with which 
the Pacha made them white -waſn the 
walls. One muſt judge from this, that 
he did not aim at maſking his battery; 
the enemy could diſcover it ten leagues 
off at ſea, but ſurely without being much 
terrified at the ſight; this, however, 
Was the" ſole object of Moldovandgi, and 
| E 
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ſuch vas the terror of the Turks! that 
— of kreping the enemy at a 
diſtance, appeared preferable to chat of 
beating them in caſe they ſhould attempt 
to force à paſſage, which nature had 
done het! part ta render ĩmpreguable. 
This diſpoſition of their minds, deten - 
minedu me to form the) batteries f two 
and twenty fret thickneſs The, united 
labours of the inhabitants of the *neigh= 
bouring villages had already raiſed the 
epaulemeſits ol earth; and faſcines ; hut 
the government had provided them only | 
with. a -few| tents to protect them from 
the weather, nor were any. meaſures 
adopted for the affiltance of theſe unhap- 
py people, whoſe crops, abandoned by 
them during this interval, were, daily . 
going to deftrudtion, before their eyes. 
M. le Baron de Pontecoulant, who 
bad ampel M. le Comte de. St. 
Prieſt to Conſtantineple, propofing to 
return to France, was unwilling to ſet 
out under circumſtances ſo critical, for 
the Ottoman empire, without making 
me à ſhort viſit, to ſorm, on the ſpar, 
an accurate idea of the Dardanelles., He 
arrived when my plans were ſofficiently 
00 C 2 N W 
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trabed out to enable him to form a judg- 
ment; be ſaw, at the ſame time, the diſ- 
courage ment, the confuſion; and habi- 
tual indifference of the Turks. The 
Pacha, wholly occupied in white-waſhing 
the wiretched walls he had built, out of 
the reach of cannon, thougit he was ad- 
ing me fuſßeientiy by not throwing-dif- 
ficulties in my way; and the Cornmiſ- 
ſary of the Porte, employed to defray 
all the expenees I might think neceſſary, 
neglected foch as were uſeful, and be- 
ſtowec his time in loading his accounts 
with al thoſe schich his 1 
could Sven 2199 100 Ooh "5 
Their own ebenbeker PANE keiholle 
doubt, the' moſt dangerous enemy the 
Turks had to contende with it was alſo 
the enemy Hen gave me the moſt un- 
kaſſneſs. But as on the mölt Giffcult 
occaſtons, it is always a capitab error to 
neglect the ſmalleſt reſources, Ithought 
I might derive ſome advantage from the 
arrival of the Baron de Pontecoulant; 
' and after having apprized him of my 
profect, I preſented him to the Pacha as 
an Inſpecter ſent to me by the Ambaſſa- 


dor of France. 1 * him off 28 2 
is | perſon 
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out 125 — — gat Sonia ; 
tion to the Emperor; my maſter. M-- 
de Pontecoulant played his part perfe&tly 
Take pred al the ill humour we 


gaye. 4 ig amb activity to "the Pacha | 
This Viſir thought he, owed-likewiſe. the- 
higheſt reſpect to Mbnftenr. I iſheFeur,.- 
and when M. de Pontecoulant took leave 
of him, he commmiſſioned me: to beg his 
acceptance of a ſmall preſent in money, 
which is the, height of politeneſs among ſt v7 
the Turks. We were: not quite of that 
opinion, but as a reſuſal would have per- 
fuaded the Pacha that we had an inten- 
tion of injuring himrat the Porte, and 
that this idea would have put him out of 
humour, I prevailed on M. de Ponts- 
coulant to overcome his tepugnaney for 
Oriental politeneſs; and the boatmen 
who had brought him, proſiting by the 
preſent, were highly ſucked cd trench 
delicacy. rt 2497") iK 


e 


This journey, which bays no o other ob- 
n than oP but in,. I had juſt 
And ©: 16 Yarn 35-21 by turned 
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tutned "*t6" good" nerbunt; became” very 
ſoon 4 cauſe” of the moſt anxious uneaſi 
neſs to the Grand Signior- M. de Pon- 
teroulant, delaytd by contrary northetly 

winds on his return, and forced to land: 
on the coaſt of Europe, above Gallipoli, 

and take horfes there, arrived by land at 
Conſtantinople. ' The guards of the cuſ- 

rom-houſe,” who keep watch at the gate 
of Adriane ple, ſtop, and examine him; 
aſtoniſhed to ſee an European, they in- 

quire who he is, and from whence he 
= comes? and on his anſwering that he is 
9 the Bey Zade of France e; and that he 
comes from the Dardanelles,” the guards 
taking him for? me; ſuffer him to paſs 
without further explanation, and fly to 
announce my teturn to the Grand Vifir, 

who haſtens to communicate the intelli- 


| gener to the Grand Sein Every body 


is in conſternation; the Dardanelles are 
ſuppoſed to be forced; and his Highneſs 
immediately diſpatches a confidential meſ- 
ſenger to M. de St. Prieft; to inquire of 
him the meaning of my return; but the . 
Ambaſſador ee 8 „ and. ** 
1 furniſhing . 


de 487: 10 3. bet 16 


A Claw of Bihaes;' n u 
Turks had long made uſe of in ſpeaking of me. 
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furniſhing the Grand Signior with ſome” 
obſervations of M. de Pontecoulant, e- 
ſtored the ie of the Hiace and 
- his Miniſters... : | 
I was one evening at Moldovandgi Pa- 
cha's, which was near my lodgings, and 
who began to treat me with æ good deal 
of confidence, when a Turk appears, and 
reminds him of the promiſe ho had made 
him to ſpeak to me in his ſavour- Aye, 
that is true! ſays the Pacha; - Ido re- 
. commend this man to you; you may 
reap great advantage from him; he has 
a moſt ſurprizing talent for throwing 
bombs; a trifling” leſſon from you will 
make him excellent. We have juſt been 
ſeeing him make a proof, which would 
have had the moſt complete ſucceſs, but 
for an accident, the cauſes of which we 
cannot diſcover, but the mortar burſt, - 


Whilſt he was talking, I examined this 

man of talents, and diſcovered, from the 
ſhape of his turban, that he was a Cryer 
of the Moſques. I: congratulate- him 

on his good fortune in eſcaping from his 
proof unhurt, and aſk him ſome queſtions / 


and has laid ſeven men dead on the ſpot.” 


on his proceeding, —*< I have doneevery - 


thing,” 
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thing, ſays he, © that was neceſſaty; 
-and notwithſtanding-the accident which 
has happened to my firſt bomb; I am 
very ſure I omitted nothing to inſure its 
ſucceſs.” *© Let us ſee,” ſays I to him, 
* give me the particulars of your pro- 
ceeding,” © Firſt,” replied he, the 

' mortar being placed on its carriage, I 
pointed it towards the ſea; 1 filled the 
chamber with powder, and then rammed: 
it with earth beaten by a mallet; after 
which, I filled the / ſhell with gun- 
powder ;—* You ſee,” ſays the Pactia;. 
interrupting vs, that he is a clever 
fellow. Go on,” —ſaid I, to his fa- 
vourite. I placed,” continued he, 

te the ſhell in the mortar, and ſet fire to 
it. ——“ What! without a fozee? I 
cried out, —Ah, ſorry -wretch that. 
thou art! thou ooghteſt to have been 
the firſt of thoſe victims who have been 
ſacrificed to thy ignorance. But is it 
poſſible, that with the quantity of mortars. 
deſtined for the defence of theſe caſtles, 
there ſhould not be a ſingle bombardier 
who knows that one does not fire off 
tells without a fuzee?“ This is a con- 
vincing proof, n ſays the Pacha, 
te that. 


5 en a s 8 
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waited for nothing but ſuch a proof of 
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* that. very little is wanting ta maki him 


a clever fellow; and I renew to you the 


requeſt I have already made, to finiſſi his 
education. Compelled;; in ſome mea- 
ſure, to-ſulynir to ſuch folly, I ſent jn 
ſearch of the ſtore · kerper ; we examined 
the condition of hig ſtores without be- 
ing able to find even the firſt ingredients 

neceſſary in the compoſition: of a fuzee, 
The Pacha, however, inſiſted hard for. 
the Cryer, and deſired that would: 

make a proof before him. I was ſo, very, 
little intereſted in ſatisfying: him, that 
really it was not worth the trouble; but 
as one always ſuffers by ſaying no, to ig-. 
norance, I determined to make my car. 
penter contrive an- indifferent turning 
machine, with which L turned ſome ſu- 
zecs, and procured ſome ſaltpetre and 
brimſtone, and I prepared my compoſi- 
tion; I then loaded. ſeveral before my 
pupil, making him obſerve all the cir- 


cumſtances neceſſary to ſueceſs, and the 


talents in his favourite, to inſtall; him 


D | fol C5 Was: 


bombarbier-in chief. Such, however,” 
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vis the aukwardneſs of this man; that 
Mer ſeveral days labour; he could not 
attain the manner of charging a fuzee, to 
make it fic for ſerviee; and my new 
ſcholar, diſheartened with the toil, but 


no leſs eager of glory, had again recourſe 
to his protector. He exclaimed againſt 
the difficulty of the method I employed, 
and ſolicited ane his intereſt, to engage 
me to ſhew him how to fire ſhells without 
fuzees. Bue what will appear ſtill more 
ridiculous, this Vifir, who had obliged 
the enemy to raife the ſiege of Kotchim, 
and afterwards commanded the Ottoman 
army, had the- eg adopt his fa- | 
vourite's propoſitions nn 
We may judge, from ail ſingle anec- 
dote, how far the Turks were in a ſtate 
of deſending themfelves, and of how 
much importance it was to conceal their 


however, fromy the Greeks, who were 
knovn to be ſpies, that dangerous diſco- 
veries might be dreaded. Accuſtomed 
to bend under the yoke of Ottoman deſ- 
potiſm, and as ignorant as the Turks, 


28 


weakneſs from the enemy. It was not, 


every thing which belonged to the latter, 
-  alturally e 167 iran But it 


ways 


* . 


Anon DE Torr. 56" 


vas · neceſſaty to prevent the Europeans 
from expoſing our ſituation, and this 
was the object of the embargo which 
tool place ſoon after, the burning of the 
fleet. A; great number of ſhips, of all 
nations, were already ſtopped at the Dar- 
danelles, and, for a conſiderable tine, 
the Turks had given up the navigation 
of the Archipelags *. The proviſions I 
bad demanded. of the Porte were arrived, 

and I was in expectation of no more 92 
een e 98 appeared, b bear- | 


$44. 2 4 ing ; 


Di uring he whole war; hacia veſſels, only, - 
were employed to carry corn on the Grand Signior's - 
account, and the Porte gave the French a preference, | 


very advantageous to the merchants eſtabliſhed at 


woatherz are frequently loſt upon the roaſt; when, - 


Conſtantinople.” I maſt not, in this note, omit a 
commercial ſpeculation. capable of e 
policy of nations- An Engliſh veſſel, laden wich 
rice, came from Carolina dibectiy to Conſtantinople, | : 
relying, on the intelligence of the public news- 
papers. She was commanded” by Captain Grieſ- 
wold, addrefled to — 5 5 _ ary rai / 
eee n 

t A bort of Turkiſh veſſel, . 
3 adapted to the Black Sea, without being 
fit, however, for any ſort of navigation. Theſe 
veſſels, in fact, unable to lie on their fides in bad 


© being obliged to run * 


enough ſea room. 
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ing down with all her fails ſet. I ob- 
ſerved, alſo, that this veſſel, inſtead of 
coming to, in the anchorage of the others, 
kept the ſtream of the current, and ſteer- 
ed her courſe between the caſtles: I then 
ſuppoſed that ſhe was laden with ammu- 
nition, and was making for the maga- 
zine; but I ſoon perceived grappling 
irons at each end of the yard, and it then 
occurred to me, that the Porte, recol- 
lecting the requeſt 1 had made of the 
Malteſe flave for the conſtruction of fire- 
ſhips, on his refuſal, were anxious to 
replace him. But I was not a litte ſtruck 
with the fore · ſight of hoiſting grappling 
_ irons at ſixty leagues diftance from the 
enemy. The veſſel, however, having 
paſſed the anchorage, a cannon ſhot from 
each bank, warned her to lower her ſails, 
but without effect. I had gone into the 
caſtle of Aſia to take a nearer view of this 
incendiary- A ſecond: gun, with ſhot, 
was _ and when I ſaw that a third, 
nearer to him, produced no 
more effeet, and that he was about to 
. paſs us, I ordered. him to be fired at, 
vith the recommendation to do him as 
* damage 22 * Kill of 
the- 
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the gunner luckily ' carried away. -only 
his figure head. Bur the-confufion oc- 
caſioned by this accident on- board the 
veſſel, made him ſoon bring to, and a 
detachment of the guard; ſent on board 
to ſeize the captain, aſter anchoriug the 
veſſel, brought me * eee n 
man. 

One muſt — Senedelt dings] ni 
rant fanaticiſm which devotes, and ima- 
gines itſelf alone equal to the deſtructi- 
on of the enemy's fleet, to form an idea. 
of the fury of this mad man on ſeeing: 
himſelf ſtopped in his cruize, and brougit 
before the tribunal of a Chriſtian; + e 
were all. traitors in his eyes, ho, in con- 
eert with the Ruſſians, prevented him- 
from going to avenge the true- believers- 
for the diſgrace of Tcheſmée. He re 
proached; alſo, the Turks around me, 
with the reſpect they ſhewed ſor me. 
Every effort was made uſe of: to calm 
him, but he did not begin to liſten to- 
reaſon till. the next day, when his bead: 
was ſufficiently cool to make him ſenſi—- 
ble of al the follies his da had Tog- 
geſted, 


8 the [6 ken, by: 
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the Commiſſary of the Porte, to collect 
the inhabitants of neighbouring villa- 
ges, who were able to work, to aſſiſt in 

raiĩſing the epaulements of the batteries, 
number of - workmen was ſtill inſuffici- 
ent, and I could not undertake all the 
works at one time. Thoſe of the Pointe 
des Barbier's, however, got forward, 
notwithſtanding the plague, which daily 
carried off my workmen - Obliged, 
however, to be in the midſt- of them, 
this diſtemper was not amongſt the ſmal- 
leſt of the diſagreeable circumſtances of 
my ſituation; but unable to avoid a ne- 
ceſſary communication with them, I-ab- 
ſtained only from all ſuch as were not 
ſerviceable to my-. undertaking ; and 
vhen a ſtorm collected the workmen un- 
der tents, ſet up for that purpoſe, I 
continued in the rain, and I think I may 
attribute my eſcape- from the ne. 
to that ſole precaution: 

I have already obſerved, has he 2-- 
veramens took. no care to provide ſub - 


95 aſtence 

+-On a GR eee off -from the 

works. at the Pointe des Barbier's alone, twenty 

workmen, ſeverat of whom did not ſurvive three 
"burs after the firſt ſymptoms of the diſorder. + 
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ſiſtence for the vorkmen, wh daily- 
curſed themʒ and I would not loſe that 
opportunity of making them bleſs me, 
by loading the boar” that*brought me, 


every morning, with water „ melons; aud 
bread, which I ordered to be diſtributed 


to the labourers. enn they” went 60 
work: i 
N orkih a hails of the caſtle of 
Europe, one of the principal men of the 
diſtrict, after having aſfſiduouſly attended : 
to the works I had Tonſtrudted, and made 
many attempts himſelf to bind the ſauciſ- 
ſons, and place them; deſires me to leave 
to him, the execution of a battery I had 
marked out at the Pointe des Moulins, 
ſituated in the neighbourhood: My 
workmen are ready,” ſaid he; I pro- 
miſe you they wilt work hard, and 1 on- 
ly aſk of you, to come ſometimes and in- 
ſpect me. The zeal and application of 
this Turk, prejudiced me ini lis. fayour 2 
1 willingly accepted tis offer. The next 
mor ing the ſndre was covered with carts, 
laden with branches of trees, and 1 ſaw - 
the engineer pointing out to the work 
men the uſe they ought to make of them. 
Setupulouſly attached to my method., 
294170 


my 
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my rival, neglected nothing to regale, 
at his expence, the poor people who work 
ed under his orders. This was one of 
| the beſt finiſhed batteries ; and the Com- 

miſſary of the Porte, aſtoniſhed at his 
zeal and underſtanding, and Gill more 


ſtruck at the expence he had incurred 
from pure diſintereſtedneſs, gave an ac- 


count of it to the Porte, and received or- 
ders to commend his zeal, and make him 
a preſent of three hundred piaſters by way 
of indemnity. Accordingly the Turk was 
ſent for, and received, and receiving rather 
coldly, the compliments of the Commiſ- 
ſary, abſolutely refuſed the proſerred re- 
compence, adding, % That to receive 
the price of it, would be taking from the 
merit of the good work he had been en- 
gaged in, and that it would be too diſ- 
graceful for the Ottoman empire, to ſee 
a Frenchman ſacrificing himſelf for its 
defence, whilſt not a ſingle Turk deign- 
ed to employ his talents or his fortune 
in ſo important a buſineſs. This ex- 
cellent patriot remained unſhaken, in 
ſpite of every ſolicitation; and the Com- 
miſſary was all admiration when I reach- 


ed his houſe; but he was ſtill more ſur- 
prized 


5 A 


e mY 


fifteen piles of money, lying on the 
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prized not to be able to make me par- 
rake of his aſtoniſnment. That is in- 
eredible to me, ſays he, looking at the 


ground; I cannot conceive it poſſible 
to refuſe ſuch a ſum. In fact, nothing 
is ſo uncommon as to find a Turk ſcru- 
pulous and delicate on that headP!. 
f The troops deſtined by the Grand Sig- 
nior to the defence of the Streights, ar- 


rived from all parts. They compoſed a 
body of 30,000 men; 15, oo of hom 
were Aſtatics, and 15, ooo of Turkey' im 
Europe. But this multitude, of whom 
I have already given an idea, more capa- 
ble of creating confuſion, than of ſerving; 
to defend the batteries, could ſcarcely be 


kept in order by the ſeverity of the Pa- 
cha, the whole extent of whoſe talents? 


went no further, than to diminiſh: the 


number of mutineets en een * 
executions. ; 
Notwithſtanding the Inconveniencies- 


and embarraſſments we: ſuffered; from: 


the undiſciplined ſtate of theſe troops, 


the neceſſity of preſenting, at leaſt, a 
numerous appearance of forces capable 
of impoſing on the enemy, compelled us. 
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to employ every method to prevent” the 
deſertions with which we were continual- 
I threatened. The expedient which ap- 
peared to me the moſt feaſible, was to 
ſeparate all the troops from the vicinity 
of their own reſpective dwellings, by an 
arm of the ſea, paſſing the fifteen thou- 
ſand Aſiatics over into Europe, and the 
fifteen thouſand Europeans into Aſia. 
Theſe diſpoſitions made, the difficulty 
of eſcaping the rigorous puniſhment of 
their-diforders, rendered them ſomewhat 
leſs frequent; but nothing could get the 
better of the cowardice of theſe. wretch- 
es, who were not afhamed, loudly to de- 
clare their unwillingneſs to occupy the 
batteries. I laboured, however, to per- 
Fea them, and after having encircled, ' 

that of the Barbier s, with a covered way, 
to preſerve it from a ſurprize by land; I 
eame to the caſtles, w here I had eſta- 
bliſhed my work-houſes for the con- 
ſtruct ion of gun-carriages, which we 
were in abſolute want of. It was now a 
long time ſince any boat had entered the 
channel, when we ſaw one appear, filled 
| | -with Turks armed to the very teeth: they 
1 were. ade ſeven unfortungte 
=. Greeks, 
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Turk, who appeared to have the com- 
mand of them, lands, and announcing 


to the people aſſembled; 'a Ruſſian prize, 


deſires to ſpeak to the Pacha. Being im- 


mediately introduced, he affirms that the 
priſoners are Ruſſian ſpies; their ſen- 
rence of deatłꝭ is inſtantly pronounced ã 


but he makes a particular complaint a- 
gaĩnſt the inſolence of one of theſe pre- 


tended ſpies, Who, being maſter of the 
boat, and violently. attacked, had dared 


to take aim · at him; and; as a-reparati- 


on for this outrage, demands the Pacha's 
permiſfion to be himfelf his executioner. 
Whilſt they were thus proceeding to- 


judgment, and he was making this ex- 


informations of the fact, to ſupply that 
formality which the juſtice of the Pa- 


learnt that theſe unfortunate Greeks, in- 
habitants of Mitylene, had onby been out 
a fiſning, and were no otherwiſe culpa 
ble, than in having reſiſted, on former 
occaſions, the oppreſſions of the Turks: 


he had watched them, in conſequence, . 


on Purpoſe to „ the ſpe- 


cious 


Geeks, owners of this little boat. The 


traordinary demand; 1 was taking exact 


cha made him totally neglect. 1 


* 
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cious pretext of their being ſpies; and 
the execution followed the ſentence ſo 
claſely, that, unable to prevent it, by 
coming at the truth, I had only the hor- 
rid certainty of having ſeen the innocent 
n 
1 have already Heme, fans deſcrip- 
tion of the caltles, that the immeale ar- 
rillery they contained, could only be of 
uſe in the defence of the channel, by diſ- 
poſing them to more advantage. The 
Simois, that ſo celebrated river, but 
which is, im fact, only a ſmall. galley; 
where the rain water, forming a torrent, 
ruſhes doun the mountala, and falls into 
the ſea below: the caſtle of Aſia: This 
appeared to me an advantageous ſitua- 
tion for a battery, which, ſerving.by way 
of epaulement to the caſtle, might con- 
tain 4 part of its artillery, and the ap- 
proaches to which would be defended by 
this ravine. By this diſpoſition, I took 
in the ſide of the caſtle which. enfiladed 
the channel with its battery. It was with 
this view. that the Turks had already pla- 
ced there an enormous ſwivel, the ball 
of which, made of marble; weighed ele- 
ven hundred pounds. This piece, caſt in 
bronze, 


5 . N 1 


bronze, in the reign of Amorath, was 
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compoſed of two parts, joined by a ſcrew, 
at the ſeparation” of the chamber from the 
barrel, in the manner of an Engliſh piſtol: 


The breech was ſupported by a maſs of 


ſtone, and was only raiſed on great logs 
of wood, ſlanted; and diſpoſed to that ef- 
fect, under a ſmall vaulted cover, Whick 


ſerved as an embraſure. I could not ems” 


ploy this ſwivel in the external works, 
and as they were ſo arranged as to maſk 
its fire, the Turks murmured at the ſort 
of contempt with which I ſeemed to treat 
an implement of deſtruction, Which was 
undoubtedly the moſt extraordinary in 
the univerſe. The Pacha made ſeveral 
remonſtrances on the occaſion. He a- 
greed with me, that the diſſieulty uf 
loading it, would not admit its being 


fired above once, in caſe of an attack: 


but he thought that ſingle fire would do 
ſo much havock, and the ball fly fo far, 
that, according to the general opinion, 
this ſwivel, alone would deſtroy the ene- 
my's/:whole fleet. It was eaſier for me 
to gioe way to this reaſoning, than to 
overturn it and, without changing the 
1 I could, n hen 
LRYOw Ge ap 
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down nnn in the direction of 
the piece, contrive to give it play; but 
1 vas deſirous of firſt trying the effect of 
the ball. The company ſhuddered at this 
.propoſal; the old men aſſured me, from 
an ancient tradition, that this piece, 
which never had been fired, would pro- 
duce ſuch an agitation as to overturn the 
caſtle and the town. It was very proba- 
ble, in fact, that ſome pieces of the wall 
might fall, hut I aſſured them, that the 
Grand Siguior would not regret that loſs, 
and that the direction of the piece did 
not allow me to ſuppoſe that the town 
could ſuffer from the exploſion; Never, 
doubtleſs, had cannon a more formida- 
ble reputation: friends, enemies, every 
thing was to ſuffer from it. It was now 
a month ſince the reſolution had been 
taken to load this ſwivel, whoſe chamber 
contained three hundred and thirty 
pounds of powder. I ſent for the maſter- 
gunner to prepare the priming; they 
who heard me give that order, diſappear- 
ed immediately, to get out of the way of 
danger. The Pacha himſelf was prepar- 
ing to retreat, and it wWwas only by the 
moſt preſſing inſtances; and the moſt ac · 
curate demonſtrations, that he would 


run 


5 
: 
| 
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run no riſk in alittle:kioſk at the corner 
ol the caſtle, from whence he might ob-. | 
ſerve the effect of the ball, that I could, 


prevail on him to occupy that i. 1 
ſtill had to overcome the fears af the mal- 
ter-gunner ; and although he was the 


only perſon that had not fled, the argu- 


ments he uſed to excite my compaſſion, 
did not beſpeak much brayery. It was 


only by promiſing him, therefore, to 


ſhare in the danger, that 1 ſucceeded i in 
allaying his fears, rather than inſpiring 
him with courage. I was on the heap 


of ſtones behind the piece when he fired 
it: a commotion ſimilar to that of an 


earthquake, preceded the re port. I then ' 


ſaw the ball, ſplitin.three pieces, at the 


diſtance. of ſix hundred yards acroſs the 5 
channel, rebounding frequently.from the 
water to the oppoſite hill, and leaving the 
ſurface of the ſea. foaming the whole 
breadth of the channel. This, proof re- 
moved the chimerical apprehenſions of 
the Pacha and the gunners, and convin- 
ced me of the tremendous effects of ſuch. 
a ball, and I ordered-the epaulement to 


be cut accordingly; in its direction 


was intended to contain a part of the hea- 


* 
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my arrival at the Dardanelles, Ih Y or. 


4 „ 


al points, by a French carpenter 1 bad 
procured for the purpoſe, and who, 
from his abilities, was of ' very great _; 
vice to me on every occaſion. nn 
Amongſt the number of pieces Sich 
were to ſerve on this battery, an enor- 
mous culverin, carrying ſixty pound 
balls, was ſo incumbered with the vault, 
which ſerved for an embraſure, that this 
inconvenience, joined to its great weight, 
baffled the ordinary means of removing 
thefe pieces. I demanded the tackling 
1 ſtood in need of fromthe ſhips of war, 
but the Grand Signior's navy was ſo ill 
provided, that my reſearches were in 
vain, I could nor help making ſome re- 
proaches on the ſubject to the famous 
Haffan, now Captain Pacha, who was 
that time no more than the Admiral's 
flag Captain. This man, whom we have 
ſince ſeen diſtinguiſhing himſelf by his 
temerity, convinced me that he thought 
good will might ſupply the want of that 
knowledge which requires the moſt pro- 
found application. What will you 
ü dos“ ſays he to me, with ropes and 
blocks ?— 
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blocks? What ſignifies taking this me- 
thod, when we have hands enow at your 
ſervice Sho me the weight of what 
you want to move, and the place it is to 
be conveyed: to ;— leave the reſt to me.” 

«© What,” ſaid J, ff you will carry by che 
hand a gun that weighs 7000 lb. weight ? 
How many men will you put to this 
work?“ 4. Five hundred, if neceſſary,“ 
replied he, briſkly; hat matters the 

number, provided the work be accom- 
pliſned?“ I pereeive, ſaid I to Mol- 
dovandgi, who Ma aan at this ſin- 
gular diſcourſe, 

thinks nothing eee us fe 
where his five hundredmen will __ Wan 
to place their hn³ nds. 

Whilſt Haſſan vas collecting his means; 
and we were preparing to go and judge 
of the uſe he would make of them, I 
ſent my carpenter to bring half a dozen 
ſailors from a French ſhip, with ropes: 
and braſs pullies, which I had in vain 
1aquired for on board the Admiral's ſhip. 
Arrived at the culverin with the Pacha, 
we ſoon ſaw Haſſan, with his vigorous 
companions, make their appearance, all 


of them .confident of the ſucceſs for: 
Vor. III. D which 
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. which: their leader had undertaken, 'But- 
the firſt thirty who flew to the work, get-- 
ting round the piece, where there was 
1 ſcarce room for them, reduced their 
| - comrades to be {imple ſpectators of the 
. vain efforts they made to move it. This 
firſt eſſay was rene wed by others, whoſe 
endeavours were - equally ineffectual. 
Haſſan, piqued at theſe difficulties, was 
. expreſſing his aſtoniſhment at the reſiſt- 
ance he met with, and had juſt acknow- 
ledged his defeat, when the ſix ſailors 1 
had ſent for arrived, with the neceſſary 
implements; every thing. was ſoon got 
ready, and in leſs than a quarter of an 
hour, the piece was conveyed to the 
platform. It was ſtill to be placed on 
its carriage; and on this occaſion, Haſ- 
ſan imagining that my fix ſailors were 
by no means equal to the taſk, offered 
me the aſſiſtance of his. To what 
purpoſe?” ſaid l, in my turn; © four 
of my people are-ſufficient.” I then 
ſent for a crab, which I had ordered to: 
be made, with the uſe of which the 
Turks are totally unacquainted,: and it 
was with the moſt extreme admiration 
that _ beheld this enormous 'piece : 
raiſed 


BARON DE TOTT. Is 
raiſed with eaſe by the etertions only of 
four men; a maneuvre by no means 
extraordinary elſewhere, but which pro- 
duced a wonderful effect on 1 Haſſan and 
his companions.” Ne 

We have already ſeen, that the Ruſſi- 
an ſquadron, getting out of the reach of 
the red-hot ſhot, went to form the ſiege 
of Lemnos. Few nights, however, 
paſſed, in which terror, that ſees every 

thing it fears, did not give us ſome alarm; 
and as ſoon as the cannon of the firſt 
caſtles were heard, from whetice the ſhot 
was laviſhed on the firſt phantom” the 
guards imagined' they beheld, thoſe of 
the Dardanelles thought they ſaw the 

enemy under their batteries. The con- 
fuſion which reigned” on ſuch occaſions, 
ſhowed me plainly what was to be ex- 
peed, in caſe of real danger. To make 
the Turks loſe this habit of terrifying 
themſelves at nothing, and to enable them 
to diſtinguiſh their enemy, before they” 
had any thing to fear, I prepared fire-balls' 
to be ſent up on the firſt alarm. This 
expedient ſucceeded beyond my wiſhes; 
and ſo ſpeedy a method of diffuſing 4 
quantity of light on the quarter of the ene- 
2 D 2 w 
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| my, ſoon perſuaded the Turks, that as 
they could ſee them, without being 
-themlelves diſcovered, even the night it - 
{elf was in their favour. | 
The works were completed, the ar- 
tillery planted, the magazines of ammu- 
nition amply ſtored, and nothing re- - 
mained but to man the batteries. But 
it was previouſly neceſſary to eſtabliſh in 
the public opinion the fact, that works 
of twenty two feet thick, ſecured men's 
lives from danger more than dry walls, 
which might crumble to pieces on the 
firſt volley; but habit prevailed. I had 
accounts from all parts, that the troops 
deſtined for the batteries, would only 
appear there to have the appearance of 
obedience, but with a firm intention of 
abandoning them on the firſt appearance 
of the enemy. I then determined on an 
expedient, which would have been high- 
ly ridiculous, had it not been the only 
method capable of convincing ignorance. 
I announced the proof of the batteries 
for the next morning, at ten o'clock. 
I went quite alone to that of the Barbier's, 
whilſt my own people had orders to oc- 
cupy the oppoſite battery, to point the 
guns 


— 
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guns to the work which covered me, 
and to begin their fire as ſoon as the boat 
that conveyed ine ſhould be out of the 
line. There was a great crowd, eager 
to behold the new ſpectacle, and all the 
thirty- ſix round - ſrot burying themſelves 
in the work, behind which I had placed 
myſelf, without doing any miſchief, con- 
vinced the Turks that they might take 
my place without danger; they ſtill 
gave a decided preference, however, to 
the battery which had been proved, and 
were with difficulty perſuaded that all 
the others poſſeſſed the ſame advantage. 
The diſpoſition of the works from the” 
mouth of the channel, to the point of 
Nagara, where I eſtabliſhed the laſt bat- 
teries, now: preſented an uninterrupted?* 
ſeries of croſs fires to the enemy, for the 
ſpace of-ſeven leagues: - I had a right to 
preſume, likewiſe, that not having at- 
tempted to force the paſſage when the 
channel was without defence, the Ruſſi- 
ans had abandoned the project. I was 
fill further ſenſible, that my preſence 
would be more uſeful at Conſtantinople, 
than at the Dardanelles, even for the de- 
fence of. the caſtles, if I could ſucceed 
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in improving the conſtruction of gun 
carriages, and the ſchool of artillery, to 

objects equally intereſting. 
Ih he little road of Nagara, where more 
than threeſcore European veſſels were 
detained, afforded me the opportunity 
of hiring a French ſhip, on board of 
which I embarked, and which brought 
me within fix leagues of Conſtantinople, 
where we met with contrary winds ; but 
I was too | impatient to ' purſue my 
operations, to give way to that difficulty, 
and procuring a boat with four oars, L 
was Cafe ed to the capital, My firſt. 
care was to inform the government, 
that if Conſtantinople had no longer any 
thing to apprehend from the appearance 
of the Ruſſian fleet, it was neceſſary to, 
its tranquillity to prevent the little harraſ- 
ſing deſcents the enemy might make in 
the Gulph of Eſnos. No meaſures, in 
fact, had been taken to guard that coaſt; 
and although theſe incurſions could have 
no other object than to lay waſte ſome 
villages, ſuch was the ſituation of the 
people's minds, that the news of the 
landing of two hundred men, ſwelling 
until it had reached the capital, might 
have 
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haye produced the greateſt ,confuliog, 


Theſe conſiderations, ſubmicted by me 


to the Grand Signior, determined his - 


Highneſs to raiſe his Selictar to the dig- 


nity of Pacha with three tails, with the 
title of Seraſkier on that coaſt; But 1 


foon learnt, that this man, arrived at. his 


poſt, was ſurrounded only by A few. un- 


derſtrappers, more able to barraſs, than 


defend the country; and on my xepre: 


ſenting to the Viſir the · impropriety of 


truſting to a General without troops, 
“So much the worſe for him, replied 
he, very coolly, he is employed to 
defeod the coaſt, if the enemy lands, 


bis brad, all anfg, fag if Nr 


any nation can reſt contented with ſuch 
a ſecurity, nothing, ' doubtleſs, can pre- 


1 1 . 


ſerve it from the horrors of war, but the 
negligence of its enemies; and it was to 
that circumſtance, alone, chat the Porte 


was indebted for the firſt ſucceſles of 


Haſſan. . 


This Turk, n 


Dardanelles,, where we have ſeen him 
make very light of the mechanical pow 
ers, had conceived the project of em- 
baking: with four thouſand volunteers, 
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in ſmall boats, and without any artille - 
ry, to raiſe the ſiege of Lemnos, and 
drive away the Ruſſian fleet. I had 
conſidered this as a mad ition , 
nor could it, in fact, be juſtified; but on 
the preſumption that there was not a 
fingle frigate on the lool · out, to ſend all 
theſe adventurers to the bottom; that 
they would be able to effect their land- 
ing with ſuch ſecrecy, as that the troops 
employed in the ſiege ſnould receive no 
intelligence of it ; that, ſurprized by Haſ- 
fan, they ſhould adopt no other meaſure. 
than a ſhameful flight towards the har- 
bour of St. Anthony; that purſued to 
the very ſhore, the protection of their 
ſquadron, far from encouraging them to 
make a ſtand, ſhould only inſpire them 
with a deſire of taking refuge on board; 
and, in ſhort, that after having compel- 
led them to embark in the greateſt diſ. 
order, Haſſan, and his companions, 
piſtol in hand, ſhould from the beach 
| behold a ſquadron of ſeven ſhips: of the 
line weigh anchor with precipitation. 
I had thought it my duty to oppoſe this 
project at Conſtantinople; but after diſ- 
— it with che Viſir, he coolly an- 
| OT 
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ſwered, I conceive the folly of the plan 
propoſed by Haſſan ; but, at all events, 
it: will be four thouſand: rafcals the few 
er that is well worth a victory! It 
was only in this point. of view that the 


and it was with ſuch ĩnadequate 3 
that the fortunate Haſſan executed, 
rather ſaw. the W of: an impol. 
ſibility. 


L had availed myſelf of the ſecret me- 


thods by which I approached the Grand 


Signior, to make this Prince: ſenſible of 
the neceſſity of providing the artillery of 


the Dardanelles with carriages of a bet - 
ter conſtruction, and with more ſkilful 
gunners - The Turkiſh army deſtroyed, 


or at leaſt, totally routed at the affair 


of Craoul, had already made his High- 


neſs imagine, that the quick firing of the 
Ruſſian artillery was the principal cauſe 


of the diſcouragement of his troops. I 


was aſked, by his orders; whether I could 
form gunners to that ſort of exerciſe ?_ 
(unknown-till then amongſt che Turks.) 
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© Their anillery was d belly Swe t 


Journal of the Siege, ſeat by the I urks, they an- 


nounced with emphaſis, as ſomething extraordina- 


ry; * that after paſſing the whole night in loading, 
F the morning 


expedition was permitted to take place; 


#. 
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and on: my anſwer, he ordered the Viſir 
and his Miniſters to confer with me, 
and to countenance every meaſure I might 
deem uſeful on the ſubject. 

If, when Conſtantinople was in immi-- 
nent danger, from the burning of the 
Ottoman fleet, the Turkiſh: Miniſters; 
ſaw me with pleaſure accept a commiſſi- 
on from the Grand Signior, that implied 
a degree of confidence of which they were 
not jealous, they did not with the ſame 
indifference behold that confidence ex- 
tended to objects, from whoſe manage-- 
ment they had been accuſtomed to gra- 
tify their own avidity, and that of their 
favourites. Sultan Muſtapha, however, 
vas too abſolute, to ſuffer them to put 
the fanatical law, or rather abſurd cuſ- 
tom, in force againſt me, which forbids 
all true believers to avail themſelves of 
the ſervices of a- Chriſtian: Beſides, 
the firſt difficulty had already been got 
over; andthe Miniſters, who began to 
be jealous of me, contented themſelves 
with requiring that L ſhould remain in- 
cognito. The Grand Signior's name, 

which they made uſe of to make me aſ- 
ſume the dreſs of an interpreter, under 
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the ſpecious pretext that the populace 
would be diſturbed at ſeeing an Europe- 
an employed in matters hitherto. in- 
truſted only to Muſſulmen, did not 
perſuade me, either that the Grand 
Signior had himſelf expreſſed: that ridi - 
culous apprehenſion, or that the popu- 
lace, after ſeceing me command at the 
Dardanelles, would be unealy : at my be- 5 
ing employed in operations of much leſs 
apparent importance. For the preſent, 
however, I ſubmitted to the lowjealouſy - 
of the Miniſters. I knew: their weak - 
ſide; the Grand Signior was. deſirous of 
employing me, and bent upon it; and 
his Miniſters, dreaded both his warmth. 
of diſpoſition; and, the opinion he enter & 
rained of bei ae ** hey were 5 


4 2 


myſelf of the 5 1 had over 3 05 : 
to bring about ſome change in the Mi- 
niſtry. But if they were Juſtified by 
their fears in their deſire of getting rid of 
me, they ought to have conſidered, that 
they might poſſibly exchange an eventu-- - 
al danger, for the more certain one of 
incurring the diſpleaſure of their maſter; 
Armed with this protection, therefore, 
— 
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which it was in my power, at any time, 
to turn againſt them, I went to the 
Porte, aſſuming, at the ſame time, the 
ſolemn air adapted to my new dreſs and 
character. I Hſtened coldly to the diffe- 


rent ſubjects which the Grand Viſir was 


commiſſioned to diſcuſs with me. The 
ſchool for quick-firing was that which 
the Grand Signior wiſhed me immedi- 
ately to begin; and 1 perceived very 
plainly, from the earneſtneſs with which 
the Viſir urged this matter, that the 
Grand Signior had not given him the 
power to controul me in the means I: 
might think proper to make uſe of. Con- 
tinuing at our ſecond conference, the 
next day, to affect an indifference and 
tardineſs to ſet about it, which were by 
no means habitual, the Viſir anxiouſly 
inquired if Iwas ill or had any cauſe of 
diſcontent, which had diminiſned my 
zeal? Not; at all;” ſaid 1, «I only 
experience the natural effect of the drefs . 
you have put on me, which invites to in- 
dolence, and produces a ſort of apathy, . 
that already begins to gain upon me; 
and if you perſiſt in making me wear it, I; 
"Tall very. ſoon be on a level with every 
thing; 
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thing around me.” —® You think then, 
ſays the Firſt Miniſter to me, laughing. 
te that our dreſs has an influence on our 
activity? That is very poſſible,“ continu- 

ed he; © but, however that may. be, as 

the Grand Signior knows your activity, 
and wiſhes to make uſe of it, and. would 
not be pleaſed with us if he ſaw it dimi- 

niſhed; dreſs yourſelf as you think pro- 
per; aſk us for what you want, and haſ- 

ten, as much as poſſible, I beſeech you; . 
the preparations for the firſt proof of the 
quick firing, at which the Grand Signior - * 
intends to be preſent.” The Porte ſent 
me, the next morning, an artillery offi- - 
cer, in full dreſs, with orders to attend 

me every where; to precede me, ſtaff in 
hand, and to look after theſafety of my 
perſon, as well as to procute me free ac. 
ceſs to the founderies; the arſenals, and 
ſuch other places as I — ind! it W 
oy to viſit... 

I luckily found two mall IR poua- 
ders, taken from the Ruſſians in the 
war preceding the treaty of Belgrade; 
but they wanted mounting, and the ne- 
ceſſary implements. The neceſſity of 
mm to this ne ſort of la- 

bour,, 
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bour, rendered this firſt attempt more 
diſagreeable and difficult on account of 
the plague, which carried off that year 
one hundred and fifty thouſand ſouls at 
Conſtantinople, and was ſtill raging with 
the greateſt violence. Compelled, per- 
ſonally, to direct the workmen, ſeveral 
of whom were attacked with this diſor- 
der, I had no other preſervation than 
the ſalubrious air of the forges, to which 
L added the precaution of uſing only the 
end of my cane in giving directions; 
but what contributed ſtill more, per- 
haps, to preſerve me from this ſcourge, 
was my reſolution not to give way to the 
eee ideas it preſens. 
The Jews, + who. invariably. enen 
A that induſtry which is neglect- 
ed or deſpiſed, are in poſſeſſion, at Con- 
ſtantinople, of all the works wherein 
hogs briſtles are employed, and were of 
great ſervice to me in the fabrication of 
rammers. I laboured ſo much in pub- 
lic, that none of my operations were un- 
known,. but without being aware that 
any of them could give offence. I was 
informed that the Grand Signior propo- 
ſed to aſſiſt at the firſt leſſons 1. gave to a 
detachment 
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detachment of fifty Turkiſh gunners, 
who were to be my pupils. The Viſir, 
hearing that my little artillery was ready, 
ordered tents to be prepared at Kiathana,. 
the ſituation of the ſchool, and I then un- 
derſtood, that inſtead of a viſit from the 
Grand Signior, I ſhould only.receive one 
from his Miniſters. I attended early in 
the morning to receive this little court. 
The chief of the artillery had preceded: 
me, and made them ſalute me on my ar- 

rival, ſtriving, no doubt, by this mark 
of politeneſs, which I took in good part, 
to conceal the little treachery he had 
prepared for me, and of which Lhad no- 
idea. 

From the order 2 march eſtabliſhed 
for the Miniſters of the Porte, all the infe- 
rior officers in the ſuite of the Grand Vie 
fir, arrived before him, and I began to- 
ſuſpect ſome affront, when ſaw the Grand 
Treaſurer make his appearance the firſt. 
1 ad vancedto meet him. Where are the 
pieces you have prepared?“ ſaid he, with 
an air of prepoſſeſſion There, I repli-- 
ed, © inthe middle of that crowd which 
ſurrounds. them.“ Upwards of ten thou- 
ſand People, i in fact, had come from the 


c city, 
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city, to ſee this method of firing the guns 
ſo that it was with ſome difficulty. we 
could get through the populace, who 
ſhow no reſpect to perſons, and only give. 
way to violence. The. firſt. obſervation- 
of the Grand Treaſurer, opened my eyes. 
to the trick they intended playing me. 
« What is that?” ſays he to me, pointing 
to a rammer; made in the form of a 
bruſh, to ſerve by way of ſpunge. I pre» 
tended not to perceive. the drift of this. 
queſtion. . lt is a rammer,” replied I: 
N Very well,” ſaid he, but Laſk you, 
What is that around it?“ 
Baron. 
It is the ſpunge. 
| Treaſurer: 
That is not what I aſk you. It ſeems - 
as if you had forgot the Turkiſh lan- 
guage;-. but I muſt ſpeak more. plaialy; 
what is the bruſh. made of ?. 
Baron. 
| leis poſſible I might not have under- 
ſtood you; but your eyes might inform 
You, that it is hair. 
 Treaſurer;. 
That ſee very e but what ſort 
of hair? | 
An 


| GRATE DE TOPT: "mn 

Ob! Linee'y you are ede chat 1 

ſhould name it, they are hogs 1 

th only hair proper for the purpoſe. © 
Treaſurer. © 


And that is preciſely what we cannot 
make uſe of, | 111 


„nne, eee 
Fey muſt; however, reſolve to bade 
uſe of it; and if the Mufti's ſetfa be ne- 
ceſſary for that purpoſe, Lundertake to 
nr it. | 
Here the crowd which ſurrounded” ung 
and had already murmured amongſt 
themſelves, broke out into the general 
cry of; God preſerve us from it. The 
Grand Treaſurer turned pale, and taking 
me by the arm, For God's ſake,” ſays. 
he to me, with a trembling voice, ** dont 
mention the name of the Mufti; Would 
you have us torn-to pieces?“ But I 
was ſo. provoked: at theſe abſurdities, 
that, regardleſs of his advice, I-ſaid as 
loud, raiſing my voice, What ſignifies - 
this ridiculous clamour about hogs briſ- 
tles, when all your Moſques are full of 
them ?” Theſe laſt words, which I had 
purpoſely let drop, completed the agita- 
tion. 
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tion of the people, and the terror of the 
Grand Treaſurer, who already _ 
he ſaw the place flowing with blood. 
mounted immediately on a — 
from whence viewing the multitude, 
whoſe fanatic murmurs were redoubled, 
the word fence, which I pronounced ſo 
firmly as to aſtoniſh them, ſerved me in- 
ſtead of the right of commanding it. 
Profiting by the momentary calm I had 
produced, I cried out, If there be a 
painter amongſt you, let him appear and 
decide this matter. A venerable old 
man, raiſing his voice, ſays,. I am a 
painter; what would you have? — “( 1 
wiſh,” replied I, if you are a good 
Muſſulman, that you will tell the truth 
by anſwering the queſtions I am about 
to put to you.” During this ſcene, the 
Grand Treafurer, as much amazed as any 
body, recovering from his fright, and 
ſuſpecting that I wanted to make uſe of 
the painter to extricate us from our dit- 
ficulty, made him approach, and order- 
ed him to be accurate in his anſwers. 
The Baron (to the Painter.,) 
Have you ever er the * of a 


Moſque? 


As. 
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Painter. 
OC of the moſt conſiderable. ones. 
What tools did ebe of? 
Painter. ee 
Of ſeveral colours. ine, 
Baron. 
Remember you are a Mugalman, and 
that you owe homage to the truth, Why 


do you equivocate ? A colour is not a 


tool; it is only one of the means; you 
make uſe of bruſhes ; Of what were ad 
large ones made? 
Painter. 1 
They are of white hair e buy ben 
ready made - we do not make theme; 
Baron.” 

You know, however, what Anima 
hair it is; and that is what you muſt tell 
me. | 
The Treaſurer ( to the Painter.) 

Ves; you muſt tell the truth; it is of 
importance to know it, 
The Painter (to the Treaſurer, roifing: 
his voice.) 
In that caſe, your Excellency, 1 will 
tell it; all our painting bruſhes are of 
hogs briſtles. 


5 | The: 


. * . 
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The Baren (to the Painter.) 
Very well; but this is not all: What 
becomes of the hair aſter you have done 
with: your painting bruſhes? and, when. 
the Moſque is finiſhed, what do you car- 
ry home with you? 
| Painter. 
I' faith, I have never brought any thing 
back but the handles; the hair is left 
ſticking to the walls. 
. Baron. 
TD ou ſee, then, that as the bop brüllte 
do not defile your Moſques, there can be 
no harm in making uſe of them againſt 
your enemies. 

The cry of, Praiſe to God! was the 
unanimous anſwer of the people; and the 
Grand Treaſurer, tranſported with a joy 
the more lively, as it ſucceeded to fear; 
pulls off, in a moment, a magnificent pe- 
lice of Siberian marten, throws it on 
the ground, gets hold of one of the ram- 
mers, plays it about in the piece; Come 
my friends, ſays he, let us make uſe 
of this ne invention for the ſafety and 
glory of all true · believers. | 
The ridiculous termination of this 
ſcene was. undoubtedly worthy of the 
ſubject. 
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ſubject. The Treaſurer was contented, 
and the people inchanted,; but this proof 
of their general. folly would have deter- 
mined me to abandon them there, had 
not even the difficulties themſelves been 
a ſort of ſpur to me, which 1 it Was et 
ſible to reſiſt. ö 
This tranſaction being relaceth to ae 

Viſir, and the other Miniſters on their 
arrival,” diſpoſed them for the applauſes 
they beſtowed on the agility of the gun- 
ners, which did not make them exceed, 
however, five ſhot in a minute, in this 
ficſt attempt. This was, doubtleſs, a 
great deal for the Turks; and one might 
have hopes that younger men than theß 
had given me, would only require exe - 
ciſing for ſome time, to arrive at the de · 
fired degree of perfection. Several Turks, 
even amongſt the ſpeQators, offered to 
enter into the ſervice; but every body 
found fault with the crooked rammers, 
and imagined, that by ſimplifying that 
inſtrument, it might be rendered more 
commodious. This popular obſervation 
had reached the Viſir's tent beſore my 
arrival, My little. troop had followed 
me there, and the Grand Treaſurer, al- 


ways 
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ways the firſt to ſpeak,” began by propoſ- 
ing the ſtraight rammer as the eaſieſt. I 
combated this opinion, and pointed out 
the danger to which the gunners would 
be expoſed. © Good!” replied he, 
galy;— A few gunners more or leſs— 
What does that ſignify, provided the 
Grand Signior be well ſerved?” This 
obſervation appeared to me ſo indecent, 
and the occaſion of revenging myſelf on 
this Miniſter, and of ingratiating myſelf 
with the people, ſo favourable, that 
raiſing' my 'voice ſo as to be heard by tlie 
gunners, who lined the door of the tent, 
Eanſwere@ him, * That not being able 
to ſeparate the Grand Stgnior's intereſt 
from the preſervation of his ſubjects, 1 
would never allow myſelf to treat them 
ſo wantonly; and that I would ſooner 
renounce the glory of ſerving him, than 
bave to reproach myſelf with the ſmalleſt 
accident.” This ſhort harangue, by ex- 
citing a ſudden murmur amongſt the 
gunners, and the people aſſembled in a 
croud behind, extorted the applauſes of 
the Viſir; and when I went out to make 
them renew the exerciſe, the troop of 
n. ſtill inflamed with what theß 
= had 
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had heard, preſſed around me, liſted me 
from the ground, returned thanks to Gd 
for my anſwer, and frequently repeated, 
with a very loud voice,—* A few Trea- 
ſurers, more or leſs What does that 
ſignify, provided the Grand Signior be 
well ſerved? ? e 257910 

The ſecond part of the exerciſe, was 
ſearcely finiſned, before the Grand Viſir 
deſired to ſpeak to me. Tour eſſay 
has ſucceeded ſo well,“ ſays he, that 
we can no longer doubt of ſucceſs; when 
you have taken all the neceſſary mea- 
ſures, on which ſubje& we ſhall deſite 
the Grand Signior's orders; but as it is 
cuſtomary for all the offices to be kept 
ſhut during our abſence from the Porte, 
and as our excurſions are a ſort of recre - 
ation we very ſeldom enjoy, and which 
we willingly. prolong, I ſhould be glad 
if you would, make the gunners fire at a 
mark; you will ſtay with us in the mean 
time, and we will converſe together, 
which will ſerve to amuſe us. A butt 
L had made them erect in the face of the 
Viſir's tent, had given him, undoubt- 
edly, this idea. In vain did I object to 
him, that the pieces were too ſhort; 

that 
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that they would very ill anfwer the ob- 
ject propoſed; and that no ſhot would 
touch the butt, where there was, beſides, 
only one piquet.— That's of no con- 
ſequence,” fays he; they will make a 
noiſe, and that is all we want.“ The 
pieces were immediately drawn up be- 
fore the Viſir's tent, from whence we 
amuſed ourſelves for ſome time with ob- 
ſerving the ſhot, which, as I had fore- 
ſeen, went ſometimes to the right, and 
ſometimes to the left. During this buſi- 
neſs; which afforded ſufficient amuſement 
for the Miniſters of a great empire, the 
Treaſurer, always ready to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf, and who had never ceaſed to 
reproach the gunners with their want of 
ſkill, announced to us that he was going 
to try his. He riſes immediately, takes 
off his pelice, tucks up his cloaths, takes 
poſſeſſion of one of the pieces, and making 
one of his ſervants aſſiſt him, he employs 
his whole attention in pointing it well. 
Curious to examine it cloſer, and watch- 
ing ſome opportunity of puniſhing him 
for the adventute-of the morning, I roſe 
to get nearer to him, and made a fign to 
the to offer him the match, that 

I might 
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I might amuſe myſelf with his embar- 
raſſment, in making uſe of it: his hand 
trembled ſo much, that he never could 
direct it to the powder. — What, then, 
you come here to give us leſſons, and are 
afraid!“ I ſeized his hand at the ſame 
time, and directed it to the priming ; 
but he had pointed"it fo ill, that we 
could not obſerve the direction of the 
ball.—“ You are as aukward as the reſt 
of them,“ ſays the Viſir to him, on our 
entering; * and I am very certain there 
is nobody but Tott who can give us lel- 
ſons.” Then, addreſſing himſelf to me, 
* You ought,” continued he, © to ſhow 
the Treaſurer how to hit the butt. 1 
ſhall have no better ſucceſs,” replied I; 
and whilſt he was inſiſting on the one 
hand, and I was objecting on the other, 
to an experiment, the reſult of which 
might induce them to imagine, that 1 
knew no more of the matter. than them- 
ſelves, the King of France's principal In- 
terpreter, who had accompanied me to 
Kiathana, ſays to me, in French, Why 
not make the trial? Perhaps you will 
touch it.” The Viſir remarking, from 
his manner, that he was urging me to 

Vol. III. E. ſatisfy 
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ſatisfy them, redoubled his inſtances, and 
reduced me, at length, to the neceſſity 
of pointing one of the pieces. But I was 
ſo ſure of miſſing, that, except by placing 
it in the direction of the butt, I took no 
pains to hit the mark. Every body, 
however, admires my alertneſs; the gun- 

ner prepares his port-fire ; all eyes are 
fixed on me; the piece is fired; and 
I really partook of the general aſtoniſh- 
ment on ſeeing the piquet cut which 
marked the centre of the butt. The cry 
of Machalla!* reſounded from every quar- 
ter. The Interpreter applauded himſelf 
for his prophecy ; and the Viſir, whom I 
tried to perſuade that it was only a chance 
ſhot, ſaid to me, with the ſignificant 
ſmile of a man who thinks he has pene- 
trated ſome great myſtery, © Be it ſo: 
it is by chance; but this proof is ſuffici- 
ent; we want no other; and have no 
doubt that chance will always befriend 
you-” I made many fruitleſs efforts to 
remove ſo -ridiculous a prejudice; but 
the whole of this day's tranſactions ſeem- 
ed deſtined to diſcloſe to me the 1gno- 
rance 


0 Machalla—(what God has done !) an expreſ- 
ſion of the higheſt admiration, | 
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'rance of the Turks. I obtained the 
double advantage, however, of haying 
overcome the diſficulties it wiſhed to op- 
poſe to innovations, and of having gained 
the good opinion of the multitude. 

The Grand Signior, to vhom his oſſi- 
cers gave an account of this firſt eſſay, 
immediately gave orders to ſend able 
gunners, and every thing neceſſary for 
this new invention, to his army. The 
ſpirit of this order was unqueſtionable, 
but they contented themſelves with obey- 
ing its literal conſtruction. Several bales. 
of Engliſh ſhalloons, purchaſed to make 
20,000 cartouch-· bones, made very good 
ſummer dreſſes for thoſe who inſpected 
the buſineſs; fifty four-pounders, badly 
caſt, but with new rammers, were put 
on board without carriages, becauſe the 
order had not mentioned them. The 
fifty gunners had orders to accompany 
them to Varna, where they muſt neceſ- 


ſarily leave their cannon buried in the 
ſand of the beach, for want of means to 
tranſport them; and this was the whole 
fruit of the punctuality of the Grand Sig- 
nior's Miniſters. This Prince was not 
| long in hearing of the ſmall ſucceſs of the 

E pains 
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pains he had given himſelf; and the Viſir 
who commanded the army, having repre- 


ſented to his Highneſs the neceſſity of 


providing him with pontoons, and per- 
ſons verſed in the art of uſing them, (4 
method until then unknown amongſt che 


Turks) Sultan Muſtapha gave me that 
commiſſion: he ordered, alſo, that it 


ſhould be left entirely to m. 


Convinced, from long experience, of 


the miſapplication of ſums intended for 


uſeful ſervices; the Prince inſiſted, above 


all, that the Treaſury ſnould only account 
with me for ſuch expences as ſhould be 


occaſioned/ by my work. You may, 


ſays the Viſir to me, © take what money 


vill be neceſſary for you; it ſhall be de- 


livered you on your ſimple receipt 
and this mark of our Emperor's confi- 
fidence ought to be the more flattering to 
you, as he places it in none of us. I 

eſteem infinitely the motive of his confi- 
_ dence,” replied I, © but I ſhall never 


allow myſelf to make uſe of it; and full 


of the zeal for every thing intereſting to 
the ſervice of his Highneſs, thete is no- 
thing 1 would refuſe, except the hand- 
ling of his money.“ The Teſterdar, and 

| the 
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the Reis ; Effendi, called to this con- 
ference I had with the prime Miniſter 
on the ſubje& of the making of pontoons, 
joined him in urging me to conduct the 
whole duſineſs, without reſtriction. But 
1 perſiſted in aſking for an honeſt man, 
ho alone ſhould be accountable, for the 
money. An honeſt man!“ replied. the 
Viſir, with vivacity,.—“ Where ſhall we 
find him ?—As for me, I know of none. 

Do you know ſuch a man?“ addrefling 
himſelf to the Grand Treaſurer, —* No:“ 

—anſwered. he, The Vilir, turning at 
length to the Reis Effendi, —“ And you 
Can you name us an honeſt. man ? 
% Leſs than any body ;” ſaid he, laugh- 
ing.—“ 1 am acquaĩnted with none but 
rogues.” ...** You ſee, then, ſays the 
Prime Miniſter, ** that, you aſk for what 
is impoſlible.—See. to. what we are re- 
duced There is, one meaſure, however, 
to be adopted; ve cin/remedy the diſ- 
order, by ſtriking off a few. heads. —1 
was the more ſhocked at this ſolution of 
the difficulty, from knowing that theſe 
judges, ſo rigorous towards the crimes 
of eher were themſelves the real cauſe 


of 
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of them; and, unable to reſiſt my deſire 
of giving them a proof of it, by citing a 
recent example; * Know,“ replied I, 
that your Highneſs is the depoſitory of 
the Sovereign authority; but from the 
very circumſtance of its emanation from 
God, e only make uſe of it with 
Juſtice,” * Do you think, then,“ ſays 
he, interrupting me, i that one loſes 
ſight of juſtice in puniſhing robbers?” 
« Yes, doubtleſs,” replied 11 when 
they are authorized robberies, they are 
no longer puniſhable. What right have 
you, for example, to be ſevere againſt 
the depredations of the Inſpector of the 
frontiers, whom you ſent off laſt week, 
with a commiſſion to examine the ſtrong 
places, and ſee that they are properly | 
furniſhed with proviſions ? ? His appoint- 
ment coſt him twenty purſes, his equi- 
page and expences muſt have coſt him as 
much more; there is no ſalary attached 
to his place :—ls not this giving a tacit 
conſent to the hope which this man enter- 
tains of doubling what he has advanced? 
—Would' it be juſt to call him to ac- 
count for the abuſes reſulting from his. 
| ſuu - 
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ſituation 4? Sultan Soliman, added I, 
«< of glorious memory, when he eſta- 
bliſned Inſpectors over all the depart · 
ments of adminiſtration, allotted them 
ſalaries proportioned to their employ- 


ments; he had, of conſequence, the 


right of puniſhing them. To ſuppreſs 
reaſonable emoluments, is to authorize 
rapine which is their natural ſubſtitute.— 
Pay the Treaſurer what I aſk of yo. 
will anſwer for his honeſty.” During 
this harangue, my audience were look- 
ing at each other; and the Viſir, far 
from making any objections, ſaid to his 
colleagues, I did not think he knew 
us fo well! —-It was at length determin- 
ed, that ſince I perſiſted in deſiring a per- 
ſon to have the management of the money, 
they would propoſe Chamlu-Huſſein Ef- 
ſendi to the Grand Signior for that place. 
* He ſhall have a ſalary; but,” added 
the Viſir, laughing, © we do not adviſe 
you to anſwer for his integrity.” 

E 4 The 


Felt was on the report of an inſpection made on 
theſe principles, that during the negociation of Bel - 
grade, the Porte aſſured M. de Villeneuve, that the 
fortreſs of Oczakow was perſectly well proviſioned ; 
and it was taken a ſhort time after for want of the 
ſores neceſſary for ics defence. 
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The Grand Signior was too anxious to 
ſee me employed in the conſtruction of 
the pontoons, to make me wait for the 
nomination. of a new Intendant; and 
Chamlu-Huſſein, who had been with the 
laſt Turkiſh Ambaſſador in France, ſoon 
convinced me, that the Viſir had not 
made choice of him to œconomize the 
expences incidental to my undertaking. 
I eſtabliſhed my work-houſes at the ar- 
ſenal; and whilſt I was fuperintending 
the making of the carcaſſes, the body of 
braziers employed to prepare the ſheets 
ol copper, brought me every day ſuch 
ſamples, as evinced that they were badly 
executed from deſign, more than from 
want of kill. The ability of theſe 
workmen in handling copper is, in fact, 
fo well known, that without entertain- 
ing a ſuſpicion of their real motives, I 
perſiſted in requiring better workman- 
ſhip from them; until, at length, theſe 
unfortunate people, driven to deſpair, 
and not daring to explain themſelves in 
the preſence of the overſeer, took the 
reſolution of privately appealing to my 
humanity torelieve them from the threat- 
ened perſecution. The chief of that 
community, 
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communityg deputed.. ſot the purpoſes 
acknowledged to me, that the aukward- 
neſs of his comrades was only feigned. 
Ton haye, already diſcovered,” ſaid 
he, <,apart;at opr ſecret; E Ach come to 
inſtruſt you, with the: whole affair—The 
Forte is.determiged to mabe us, liable 
tot e price of Miry . Welare ruined, 

if.. you. employ us ; and, we ſhall be ſe- 
yerely pyniſhed,, if you complain. of 103. 
Our fate is in your. h hands }*— 

rg alternatives were alike n 


but 1. made no ſetuple. 10 relieye them 
from the diſagreeable reſuft. Under 


pretence of the advantage of light pon- 
toons, 1 informed the Porte the next 
day, that L would. make chem de ſheath- 
ed with leather; · This was, undoubted- 
, relieving the braziers at the expence 
of the tanners, but the eheapneſs of the 
expedient rendered it at leaſt leſs bur- 
(thenlomee - Wd 4540 4m 4 
A company of i 
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- The Miry, or . of "the Turks, in- 
forces the. barbarous, but unceconomical law of 


paying at ſo low 2 rate for all the public works, 


chat the government, and the perſons ane. 
equally ſuffer, 
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in barracks, in the arſenal, furnimed me- 
great n numbers of workmen, accuſtomed, ; 
by working at the leather pipes, to the 
art of ſewing and preparing the ſheath- 
ing of the pontoons. "The Chief"of this 
company had orders to affiſt me: this 
was a real windfalf for him, which pro- 
cured me his good-will, and animated 
his zeal. I was employed about the 
different objects which this work requi- | 
red, when the Grand Signior vrged me 
ro throw pane pontoons over the river at 
SP"; „ in order to try if chat ſort of 

* bridge. 


1 * — Sheds eſtabliſhed on this | 
river, has given it this name, as well a to the 
meadow through which it runs. This little: river, . 
which falls into the ſen at the bottom of the har- 
bour of Conſtantinople, aud which; s called alſo 
the Freſh Water, is particularly celebrated from the 
Palace built on it by Sultan Achmet, three quar- 
ters of a league from the capital. It is made uſe of 
by the Grand Signior, only, for bis parties of : 
pleaſure, or to aſfit at the exerciſe of the artillery, 

where the train is eſtabliſhed but ſome caſcades, 

which decorated the Palace, are ſtill extant. On 
the ſides of the valley, too, are to be ſeen ſome 
ruins of the hoaſes built for - the grandees. This 
clumſy imitation of Marly, the idea of which 
was given by the father of the laſt Turkiſh Am- 


baſſador, was deſtroyed by the rebels een, 
ed Saltan Achmet. . 


33 
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bridge, which was the inceſſant object of 
ignorant calumny, really anſwered the 
purpoſe of tranſporting the artillery, I 
went to the arſenal every day; and ont 
morning, in ſo Nippery a froſt,” that in 
ſpite of every? precaution, 1: could not 
avoid a fall, which ſprained my left foot. 
J felt nothing, for the moment; but a 
great ſtiffneſs ;. and I was going on, 
leaning upon my ſervant, when after a 
ſew ſteps, the pain became ſo great, that 

Icould ſcarcely teach the barracks of the 

Janiſſary fire-men, by one of the gates of 

their garden, which was luckily open. 

The Colonel was not there, but the ſol- 
diers were very-defirous-to-offer-me every . 
aſſiſtance they thought I ſtood in need of. 
One offered me coffee, another à pipe, 
and another aſked if L choſe any thing 
to eat; but none of them had the ſmalleſt: 


idea of what might be really of fervice,.. 


Although I had nearly fainted away, I 
had recollection enough to perceive, - 
that with ſach doors, I could not, with- - 
out great danger, give way to my ex- 
treme pain. I collected, therefore, all 
the ſtrength I was maſter of, and made 
them take off my ſhoe and ſtocking, to 

plunge 
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plunge my foot into cold water ; and 
the Janiſſaries, who would never have 
dreamt of this remedy, having no other 
machine, brought, the cooking kettle of 
the company. This cold-bath was, 
doubtleſs, the only means of procuring 
me an eventual relief; but it increaſed 
my ſufferings for the time to ſuch a de- 
gree, that during the three - quarters of 
an hour I had to ſtay till a ſedan · chair 
was ſent for, I could only keep myſelf 
from fainting away by ſmelling at vine- 
gar, and by making them throw water on 
my face. The Janiſſaries were aſtoniſh- 
ed that I ſhould prefer theſe remedies to 
the wine and coffee which they continu» 
ally offered me. This accident was known 
to too many to be long concealed, and [ 
had ſcarcely reached my.. own houſe, be- 
fore the Viſir ſent to expreſs the concern 

it gave N. N ihe enn Signior 


| . — „ 41 7 & © Was 


„ The reſped! in @hich'the pot of F e 


3s held, can only be compared to that Which wi be- 
tow on our colours: The troop is diſhonoured if 
it be left in the bands of the enemy. It is from 
this prejudice that the Colonel is called, Giver of 
Soup; the Major, Chief of the Kitchen; and that 
the Scullions and Water-carriers, are the Adjutants 
a. 
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was fo good as to make inquiries after ine; 
but that Prince was too active to allow 
me the reſt I ſtood in need of; he preſ- 
ſed me to [purſue my labours, and the 
advice he gave me to be carried, and to 
neglect no means of effecting my cure, 
only proved that he was en to Tee 
the pontoons. 
The third day edn my fall, 1 return- 
40 to my work-ſhops, and the bridge 
was ſoon thrown over the river Kiatha- 
na, oppoſite the kioſł of the Grand Sig- 
nior. Sultan Muſtapha choſe: to be a 
perſonal witneſs to the ſucceſs of the un / 
dertaking. He gave orders to the Arra+ 
badgi · Bachi “, to ſend four pieces of can 
non to the new bridge, and his High- 
neſs gave me notice to be there after the 
morning prayer, as well as Chamlu - Huſ- 
ſein Effendi. We had juſt arrived, when 
a 0 n with three pair of gars, 
N l ABT 729 Li ie bus ſuch 
„ Fbe Chief of, the Carriages:—This, poſt was 
eſtabliſhed by Sultan Solimao, who founded an 15 
tabliſhment at the ſame time for the ſupport of four 
thouſand horſes, to draw the artillery ; but the roy- 
al domains appropriated to that uſe, having been 
ſucceſſively granted away to favourites, the ſervice 
attached to theſe grants was ſoon forgotten; and the 


cannon was dragged to nn 'by nnn 
from the mills. 110 


1 Fx >: 387 
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ſoch as is daily uſed by the people, but 
ſo eaſily diſtinguiſhable, that our boat 
men were not deceived in their conjec- 
tures. In fact, it was the Grand Signior, 
whom we ſaw land from it in the dreſs 
of an Oda-Bachi *. He was accompa- 
nied by two of his- people, dreſſed like 
Janiſſaries, who went out of the way im- 
mediately on their arrival, whilſt Huſ- 
ſein Bey, and myſelf, accompanied Sul- 
tan Muſtapha to the bridge, the ſtruc-- 
ture of which he examined with a great 
deal of attention. He made them paſs 
the artillery over ſeveral times, and neg- 
lected none of the particulars from which 
he might derive information reſpecting 
the manner of conveying and making 
uſe of theſe military bridges. The Prince, 
who had kept mea long time ſtanding 
upon my feet, perceiving that I ſuffered, 
ſpoke to me of my accident with con- 
cern; and my ſatellite, thinking to pay 
"his 'court to his-maſter,' by ſaying a great 
deal of my activity, dwelt on the liſe of 
Hague T. led him, by which he only 


| 014444 ed Proved 
; ihe Chief of the Quarters:=This avi 
mae 3 eee. | 


a» 
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proved his on idleneſs. You don“ 
know, then,“ ſays the Grand Signior to 
him, © the reaſon of this differenee be- 
tween you ?—PIW tell you hat it is. 
nen Tott was born, he fell on his 
feet, and immediately ſet out a running: 
but you fell on your backſide, Where you 
have remained!” If this apoſtrophe 
humbled the courtier; he was - ſoon con- 
ſoled for it, by the order he received 
from his maſter: on embarking, to diſtri. 
bute a bag of ſeq ins amongſt my peo- 
ple. The quickneſs with Which“ Sultan 
Muſtapha returned to his boat, made. 
him overloek a ſtep in coming out of 
his kioſk, which would have expoſed tim 
o a vefy dangerous fall, hade het 
immedistely "ſup; ted him. Wilt: 


the Prince, in going te d boat, waYap-. 


plauding the ſucceſs of the ne bridge, 
and vrging me to puſh forward the werks 
neceſſary for the completion of pontoons 
for His arhy, I obſerved Fluflein*wholly 
taltes'd in making a hebe inthe” Hithe - 

5 * 


r - ” . Oo 
LADIES SET TIE IE bid ©; 


The Sequin is a piece of a pa. 
values, but the ſequin moſt in uſe,” is worth about 


—_ Hvres, * 20 eee ee 
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bag of ſequins he had in his pocket 5j, to 
mix them with his own; ſo that confound- 
ing his generoſity with that of the Prince, 
my colleague, contented himſelf with 
beſtowing ten ſequins on each of my peo- 
ple, thinking he, might very conſcienti- 


ouſly reſerve, at esd, Mae hundred lor 
himſelf. 4 


* 


e vir, and *. Niniſters of whe 
Porte, were extremely jealous of the in- 
terview. I had juſt had with their maſter; 

and under the ſpecious pretext of letting 
the people partake of a ſight as uſual, as 
it was new to Conſtantinople, but really 
vith the ſole view of rotting the pontoons, 
they ordered that this bridge ſhould re- 
main on the river until further orders. 
The care of the workmen who looked 
after it, prevented the bad effects of 
this wha jealouſy z the people availed 
themſelves of it; the bridge was for for- 

ty days the principal object of curioſity; 
but the neceſſity of opening the naviga- 
50 of the river, obliged: ghe Miniſters 
to 


25 The Turks have always their under habits crol- 
ſed, and faſtened by a girdle, which holds every 
thing they put under theſe, lapelles, between the 


lining of which there are pockets for their eat 
money, and other articles of value. 
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to wait for another eee, er. 
me. 
I had ſettled it with the Grand Signior, 
that the fifty pontoons deſtined for the 
army, ſhould be accompanied by a ſuffi- 
cient number of men acquainted with 
the uſe of them, and by a commander. 
who ſhould learn to give the neceſſary 
directions; but this eſſential article was 
preciſely that which was neglected. All 
the neceſſary implements were ſent off, 
every thing was on the way to join the 
the army, and the chief of the pontoons 
ers repaired thither with his troop, with- 
out deigning to become acquainted ei- 
ther with me, or with the pontoons. 
The expedition of theſe different arti- 
cles, therefore, ſerved only to incumber 
the port of Varna; and the Grand Viſir 
very ſoon totally forgot what he had the 
moſt earneſtly ſolicited of the Porte. 
The Ottoman army was remaining in- 
active about Babagdag, where it had 
been three years incamped. The pro- 
viſion for its ſupply, which the ignorance 
of their Generals could not eſtimate, and 
which it became at length neceſſary to 
calculate, from the multitude of volun- 
| teers 
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teers who had unexpectedly arrived; of: 
fering alternately the picture of abun+ 
dance, or of famine,—profuſion, or com- 
plaint, —tacreaſed-the want of diſcipline 
to ſuch a degree; as to brave that au- 
thority- which wanted energy to enforce 
it. Deſpotiſm; the art of which conſiſts 
not in preſerving, but whoſe excellence 
lies in deſtruction, took this opportunity 
of conferring the office of Janiſſary-Aga 
on Abdir-Pacha, in order to place the 
civil adminiſtration of the whole army in 
the hands of a man who had the repu- 
tation of an executioner. And his firſt 
eare; in fact, was to fink deep wells, and 
his daily occupation was to fill them with 
dead ſoldiers, whom he ordered to be 
ſtrangled on the {lighteſt pretences, and 
without any examination. Abdir-Pacha 
had not been three months in office, 
before the public reproached him with 
the death of more than thirty thouſand 
men; and the government congratulated. 
themſelves in having diſcovered ſo effica- 
cious an expedient to inſure plenty and 
good order. The methods made uſe of 
by the Turks to ſurprize their enemies, 
are no leſs fingular. The Grand Trea- 

ſuter 
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ſurer has been ſeen commanding a de- 
tachment by night, lighted by the flame 
of reſinous wood; diſpoſed” for that pur- 
poſe in ĩron machines fixed on the end 
of long poles. Abdir-Pacha received the 
ſurname of Maker of Wells, and the 
Grand Treaſuret was thenceforward 
known only by the name of The: Blazer. 
Beſides the ignorance of the Turks, it 
tute of a train of field pieces, which can · 
not be diſpenſed with even by the great 
eſt talents. The founderies, already ef- 
tabliſhed; could not be employed. All 
the proceſs was carried on in furnaces of x 
Uſine *, and the braſs, calcined! by the 
action of the bellows, and then cooled 
at the bottom of the baſons, fell in a ſort 
of paſte into the moulds, the defects of 
which added another imputation to the 
pieces that came out of them. I propo- 
ſed ſetting up a reverberating furnace, 
and a machine for boring the pieces. 
The ſcheme of melting without bellows, 
of running the metal whole, and then 
boring, made the Turkiſh ſounders 
en Mae . 1 had gi- 

Fr 
_ 8 uſed for a iron... 
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ven me his confidence: he ordered his 
Miniſters to confer with me on the ſub- 
ject, and they very ſoon took every means 
to ruin the undertaking. The firſt mea- 
ſure they made uſe of, was by rejecting 
my propoſal of inviting to Conſtantino- 
ple ſuch workmen as I ſtood in need of, 
the liſt of whom I preſented. to the Vi- 
fir. © You propoſe to me fuch extra- 
ordinary things,” replied the Prime Mi- 
niſter, that our moſt ſkilful artiſts 
look upon them as impoſſible. Begin, 
by proving to us that they will be ſuc- 
ceſsful; make one piece only, ſuch as 
you talk of; it will then be time enough 
to ſend for the workmen you demand.” 
Soabſurd an anſwer would have juſtified 
me, no doubt, in abandoning the Turks 
to the conſequences of their ow folly, 
and it really ſnocked me; but ſhutting 
my eyes to the boldneſs of the undertak- 
ing, we agreed that I ſhould go the next 
day, with one of the officers of the Porte, 
to make choice of the place for the eſta- 
bliſnment of the new foundery. I had 
no ſooner taken this wiſe reſolution, 'how- 
ever, than reflecting on the (enormity of 
the labour, I ſet my brain to work by 
ä what 


. 
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what means to accompliſh it. M. le 
Comte de St. Prieſt could not be igno- 
rant f any of my proceedings; and that 
Ambaſſador - had, beſides, a perſonal 
claim to my confidence, from the ſanc- 
tion he gave to every thing I undertook 
in order to increaſe my reputation with 
the Porte, with 4 -zeal to be found a- 
mongſt very few. men in his ſituation. 
The project of forming an intire ne- 
train of artillery, appeared to him as 

arduous an undertaking as could poſli- 1. 
bly be attempted; and when I told him 

what had paſſed, and the Viſir's.: anſwer . 
on refuſing the workmen, he was ſo full 
of indignation, - that | interrupting me, 
briſkly, I hope, ſays he, that you 
have ſent them a begging !'—© Not at 
all, replied I; - I have e 
their propoſal.” The calmneſs. of my 
anſwer, however, did not ſatisfy M. de 

St. Prieſt; his prudence calculated all 
the inconveniencies ; his enlightened 
underſtanding foreſaw all the difficulties, 
which were exaggerated by his friend - 

ſhip; and 1 could only make him eaſy. 

by anſweriag for ſucceſs; But the truth 

is, that this was a circumſtance of which 


it 
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it was as neceſſary to convince myſelf. 
J had never ſeen a ſoundery, and my taſte 
for the arts, which had always made one 
of my amuſements, had never incHned 
me towards that with which nobody can 
be amuſed.” The ſtudy I was obliged to 
make of it; therefore, became a very ſe- 
rrous labour for me; and I did not go to 
the rendezvous with oy Grand Treaſurer; 
who was named to accompany me in 
looking out for a ſpot of ground for the 
new foundery, until 1 had ſtudied well 
the poſition, and nature of the ſoil pro- 
per for ſuch an eſtabliſhment; but in vain 
did we examine every ſituation which 
feemed likely to fuit me : there was al- 
ways fome objection; and I ſaw clearly 
that the jealouſy of the Miniſters was 
ſuch, as to enter into an alliance with the 
very waves of the ſea to fruſtrate my en- 
terprize by placing me on its banks. It 
would undoubtedly have been more pru- 
dent to have taken advantage of this freſh 
obſtacle, to give up the undertaking al- 
together; but it requires no common 
difficulty to make one abandon a favou- 
rite, though an ill- judged project. I on- 
ly obſerved, therefore, that it would coſt 
the 
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the Grand Signior more money, adding, 
rather peeviſhly, to let the Grand Trea- 
ſurer ſee that I ſaw through his intention 
c That if he would not huſband his maſ- 
ter's treaſure, I-would eſtabliſh the foun- 
dery in the middle of the harbour. The 
Cheir-Emini “, was ordered to pay the 
expences, and à Greek, who called him- 
ſelf an architect, was to collect the work 
men, and ſee that they executed my or- 
ders. I had ſtudied the original plan, 
and found means to keep off the water; 
but was perpetually under the neceſſity” 
of uniting practiee with theory; of be- 
ing at the ſame time architect, maſon, 
ſtone· cutter, blackſmith, and lockſmith. 
My plans were of no ſervice but to my- 
ſelf; no other perſon - could make any 
thing of them; there was no analogy” 
whatever, between the work I ordered; 
and that to which the workmen were ac- 
cuſtomed; and to overcome the diffi- 
culty of bad habit, I have often been o- 
bliged to put the maſon to the forge; 
and give the trowel to the blackſmith. 
A e however, Killed i in the art of 
+451 making 

0 The . of the dh oſt is more 


iritly analogous to that of ſuperintendant of the 
buildings, | 
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making: mills, diſplayed ſome under- 
ſtanding and neatneſs in the conſtruction 
of the machine for boring. The Me- 
moirs of St. Remy, and the Encyclope- 
dia, were my daily guides, and anſwered 
my purpoſe until the moment when it be- 
came neceſſary to make the moulds; 
but there I was ſtopt ſnort. The earth 
of the Chartreux, the only earth which is 
mentioned, without pointing out its 
compoſition, giving me no ſort of infor- 
mation from which I might form ſome- 
thing analogous, I had recourſe to a mix - 
ture of clay, ſand, and plaſter, as a ſub- 
ſtitute. Every thing, in ſhort, being 
prepared for putting the fire to the fur · 
nace, I filled it with 30, ooo lb. of me- 
tal; and the matter having been in fuſi- 
on thirteen hours, during which time I 
was obliged to ſupport alone the fatigues 
of a labour which nobody could partake 
with me, I caſt at day break twenty- five 
cannon, with a ſucceſs which ſurprized 
and inchanted the Turks, made M. de St. 
Prieit eaſy, and aſtoniſned me more than 
any body. 1 then made no ſcruple of 
confeſſing to the Ambaſſador, that this 
was the firſt time 1 bad ever ſeen metal 


caſt. 
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caſt. He trembled at the raſhneſs of / 
the undertaking, which might, in fact, 
incur the imputation of folly; but it 
cannot be denied, that a ſort of obſtina- 

cy of the will and docility in the executi- 

on, are two powers which the one? 
obſtacles are ſeldom able to reſiſt. 

All the abſurdities and calumnies Ark 8 
ignorance and knavery had circulated to 
my diſadvantage, diſappeared; The poſ- 
ſibility of melting, without bellows, was 
now demonſtrated; and the boring ma- 
chine very ſoon left no doubt of the per- 
fection of the new undertaking. The 
Porte no longer oppoſed the lending for 
ſuch workmen as I wanted. The liſt 1 
had preſented was agreed to; bur: the 
perſon at Marſeilles, to whom 1 applied, 
had made ſo bad a choice of the Foandess” 
that I was always obliged to ſuperintend 
the caſting, and at length to diſmils this 
man, as ſoon as my carpenter, whom I 
employed for every ropes > was _ o 
replace him. 

Whilſt I was labouring at Cooltdrct." 
nople, to- furniſh the Turks with a better 
train of artillery, that of the Ruſſians, 
acting on the Danube, enſured the Grand 

Vol. III. a e IY. 
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Viſir's countenance in my operations. A 
few bombs, fired 2 ricocbhet, having dif- 
perſed the Ottoman ; cavalry, the Porte 
anxiouſly demanded ſome mortars for the 
ſame purpoſe, and ſome bombardiers who 
were able to ſerve them. The plain of 
Ocmeidon & was choſen for making the 
proofs, which 1 was deſired to prepare. 
Every thing being in readineſs, the Mi- 
nifters of the Porte, always anxious to be 
my judges, fixed on the next day ; but the 
Grand Signior ſent them orders to attend 
to their affairs, telling them, he ſhould 
himſelf be preſent at Ocmeidon. This 
intelligence, which did not reach me till 
very late, obliged me to ſer out at day- 
break to arrive before the retinue which 
precedes the Grand Signior. J had 


taken e to prepare in the evening, 
"IB | every 


$ Ocmeidon, or the Plain of Arrows, a part of 
which is ſtrewed with ſmall columns, covered with 
inſcriptions. Their diſtances point out the flight of 
the arrows, and the names of thoſe who ſhot them. 
Almoſt all the Turkiſh Emperors have had the va- 
nity to pretend to this celebrity. Ocmeidon is alſo 
the place where the entertainments are uſually given 
on occafion of the circumcifion of the Ottoman 
Princes. The Grand Signior has a very handſome kioſk 
there, and all the buildings neceſſary for the court. 
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every thing neceſſaty for. the experiments; 

and under this care was comprized the 
reſerve I had made of charging the 
bombs myſelf, to avoid all uneaſineſs on 
the ſcore of the accidents which might 
reſult from the Jealt negligence in that 
reſpect. The croud of people which 
were gathering, and increaſing every” 
moment, gave nie feaſon to applaud: my 
foreſight; but the impru dence of the po- 

pulace ſtill made me afraid of the dangers 
to which their ignorance was the more 
likely to expoſe them; for not being ac- 
cuſtomed to ſee bombs fired in the air, 
the Turks could not be perſuaded that 1 
had any e il for an open ſpace before 
the mortars, and I was obliged to wait 
the arrival of the Grand Signior before 1 
could arrange the pieces. The Chéir- 
Eminiy, who was given me for a colleague 5 


ED 
"FE 2 - 

$ Cheir-Emini, Intendant of the City, and more 
particularly of the Seraglio. He inſpeQs all the 
public buildings, and thoſe of the Grand Signior. 
He has alſo the privy purſe, and executes, by com- 
miſſion, every thing reſpecting the extraordinary . 
expences; but this office, as well as all the offices 
under the Turkiſh government, by partaking of ſo 
monſtrous an adminiſtration, cannot be compared 


to any employments ia the European governments. 
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in this experiment, was walking for tk 
wide with his white ſtaff in his hand +, 
when an officer of the Seraglio, riding 
full ſpecd, ordered him to place himſelf 
with me at the foot of the ſtairs where 
his Highneſs was to land, adding, that 1 
muſt carry the white ſtaff, with which 1 
was inſtantly provided. Sultan Muſtapha - 
ſoon appeared: he ſaluted me graciouſſy; 
and his ſon, Sultan Selim, who accom- 
panied him, examined me from head to 
foot with the moſt minute attention. M. 
le Comte de St. Prieſt, curious to ſee 
this exhibition, had arrived on horſeback 
ſome time before the Grand Signior, and 
placed himſelf in one of the apartments 
adjoining the kioſk where his Highneſs 
and his ſon were ſeated; Muſtapha was 
inftantly informed of this circumſtance; 
and I have ſince learnt, that it was the 
cauſe of a ſort of circumſpection which 
the Grand Signior aſſumed, for fear of 
diſpleaſing M. de St. Prieſt, Theſe lit- 
tle particulars will ceaſe, to appear too mi- 
nute, when we conſider that they develop 
the character of the nation of whom they 

are related. | 


The 
+ This Staff is the ark of a Commander. | 
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The Cheir-Emini and I, remained at 
the ſtations ſeverally aſſigned us, and 
were expecting the Grand Signior's or- 

ders, when the Selictar - Aga came from 
his Highneſs to inform me, that I might 
begin firing the bombs, à ricocbet, when 
I thought proper; I repreſented to him 
that the croud which ſurrgunded: us, ex- 
ceeding twenty thouſand: ſouls of every 
age and ſex, ought to be removed from 
before the mortar, ſo as to leave it en- 
tirely open. Twenty Aſſequis, 4, with 
uplifted ſtaves, immediately drove back 
the populace; but it was not ſo eaſy fo 
to arrange them, as to leave a free open- 
ing for the bombs, the rebounds of which 
depend only on a greater or leſs horizon- 
tal direction. He made, at length, a 
en ſpace, about en er large, 
H Nennt ry F 35 but | 

1 3 Aigen Fo: of _ 3 A ec 
tachmeot of which always accompanies. the Grand 
Signior : they are armed with ſabres, and carry a 

white ftaff, which indicates the command of the 
Grand Signior; Which they ate to execute. The 
Aﬀeequis, allo, iu troops, perform the duty of the 
Morechauſſee, in the neighbourhood « of the Court. 
—They, as wel! as the Boſtandgis, are on horſeback, 


except When the Grand Signior goes oat, when, 
they precede him oa foot, 
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but ſo deep, that it was to be feared, leſt 
the firſt rebound happening in its extent, 
ſome inequality of the ground might ſend 
the ſhell amongſt the ſpectators. In this 
caſe the people would indiſputably have 
"thrown the blame on me, which would 
have ariſen ſolely: from their ignorance ; 
the firſt ſhell, however, touching the 
ground beyond the multitude, ſet me 
more at eaſe: Sic bombs had been al- 
ready fired of, thete now remained only 
the ſeventh and laſt, which I had charged, 
as I have ſaid before, with the greateſt 
care: it is launched ; aligtus in the mid- 
dle of the hollow ſpace; remains there, 
and the match continues burning. This 
critical ſuſpence laſted twenty tedious 
ſeconds, during which time my anxiety 
ſaw nothing but the future victims of an 
accident as ſingular as it was unforeſeen. 
Not one of the -amftvots, however, ſtirs. 
This ſhell was gazed upon with as much 
curioſity as the preceding ones: luckily 
it did not burſt. I then took breath, 
and the examination l made on this bomb, 
convinced me that it had been loaded 
agreeable to rule. I never could diſ- 
cover the cauſe of. ſo fortunate an excep- 
tion. 
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Nobody had time to perceive 
my 4 e and this event was p- 
plauded as a little trick by which l 
thought proper to determine the experi- 
ments. Every one even boaſted of not 
having been afraid; and ſome ſhells fired 
from an eleven inch mortar, pointed 
againſt a tent placed at the diſtance of fik- 
hundred toiſes, by knocking Howi the 
butt, completed the ſatisfaction ot the 
Grand Signior, and ſome Beyeux who 
had got together. His Higbneſs had 
brought with him a pelice of ermine, 
with which he intended to cloath me; 
but, as I have already inſinuated, the 
preſence of M. le Comte de St. Prieſt, 
which he had not foreſeen, determined 
him to omit that diſtinction, from fear ot 
diſpleaſing the King's Ambaſſador, for 
whom he had not prepared one. The 
molt conciliating expedient they could 
hit on, was to ſend me to the Porte to 
receive this teſtimonial of the Grand 
Signior's ſatisfaction. One of the officers 
of his ſuite, ran to carry his orders there, 
and the Chèir-Emini was to conduct me. 
The people, however, who had applaud- 
ed the proofs, and who were in expecta- 


tion 
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tion alſo of ſeeing me rewarded, aſtoniſh- 
ed, at firſt, to ſee me taken to the Porte, 
ſoon began to believe that ĩt was to puniſh 
me, and concluded by thinking it very 
_ 
The Grand Vid, apprized of my arri- 
(ul, was waiting for me in the audience 
. hall; where all the Miniſters were aſſem- 


bled. I there received their congratula- 


tions on the ſatisfaction of the Grand 

Signior. His Highneſs,“ ſays the 

Prime Miniſter to me, „has ordered 
me to give you ſome public marks of it.“ 
He then made a fign to the Maſter of the 
- Ceremonies, to cloath me in a pelice of 
.ermine; and the Haſnadar“, arriving 
at the ſame time, preſented me with a 
purſe of 200 ſequins. I turned round 
ammediately towards the perſons who 
had accompanied me, and ſhowing my 


pelice, I receive with gratitude,” ſaid 


1, this diſtinguiſned mark of the Grand 
Signior's favour; return thanks to the 
Grand Viſir for this money which he makes 
you a preſent of. This expedient, which 

1 preferred to a diſcuſſion of our reſpec- 
* ann was 8 #ſufficient leſſon for the 

18950 | Grand 


* Treaſurer. 
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Grand Viſir,” and ſaved me from offends 
ing their Oriental politeneſs F. It was 
at the eloſe of day when Tquitted the 
Porte, and I did not arrive in the ſuburb 
of Pera until Patghe” "Two officers,” one 
of the artillery, and the other of the 
navy, who were ordered to actompany 
and guard me, were going before me on 
che two oppoſite foot- ways. I was not 
more than thirty paces from my own. 
houſe; When the navy officer I was fol- 


lowing was ſtopped by ſome perſons in 
the dark, who, toming up to him rougli- 


ly, demand what corps he is, and; on his | 
anſwering, fire a brace of piſtols f him, 
* returns the fire: the mk of artil- 


| + ene +40 41 ba 
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I nls ai atis wil gügtt 
+This Turkith ee 8 was 
what gave M. de Bonneval the greateſt mottifca- 
tion ſuch a man as he was could poflibly receive. 
The Ambaſſador - Extraordinary of the Emperor, 
who, in the Auſtrian army, had been under the 
orders of the renegado, accepted, according to euſ- 
tom, a dinner from the Viſir. The Porte had 
choſen Kiathana for the entertainment; M. de Bon- 
neval had orders to be there with the corps of bom- 
bardiers, of which he was the chief. The exer- 
ciſe over, the Grand Viſir called for him, and made 
him a preſent of a handful of ſequins, which his 
ſituation obliged him ſubmiſſively to accept. 
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lery fires alſo, crying out for help. Six 


Janiſſaries of the Palace of Germany, the 
gate of which was oppoſite to mine, came 
out immediately with their carbines, and 
without any other knowledge of the af- 
fair, than the flaſly of the fire given and 
received by my guard, make a general 

diſcharge at us. This certainly was not 

the kind of aſſiſtance we wanted; i was 
ſufficiear,, however, to put our enemies 
to flight, and the time neceſſary for the 
auxiliaries to load their pieces, fortu- 
nately gave me time to get. into ry. houſe, 

without any of us being wounded. %| 

Although 1 ſhould not have made any 

complaint of, an attack. which, in fact, 
was not perſonal. to me, the officers ot 
the police of Pera ſent immediately to aſ- 

ſure me of their vigilance in puniſhing 
the offenders, if I wot!d point them out. 
The Grand Viſir ſent alſo the next morn- 
ing to inquire after me, and to get the 
particulars of the attack; and the Grand 
Signior was ſo good as to intereſt himſelf 
for me. But the government was foon 
obliged to occupy itſelf with more im- 
portant cares, the object of which, will 
3 the mages I had been expoſed 
; 26.:5498, 
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to, and its conſequences will develope 
the manners of the Turks, their e/prit de 
corps, and the neren of their. SAverar 
ments ns 
A violent NO had ſubliſted far 
ſome time between the Janiſſaries of the 
company of the Laſſes, and the marige 
corps, which had taken riſe in one of 
the taverns of Galata, where a child of 
thirteen or fourteen years old, uſed to 
dance, to bring cuſtomers to che houſe. 

After having alternately, given. plea- 
ſure to both parties, this child became 
the object of their diſſentions; ſucceſ- 
fively carried off by one or other, the 
two corps at length went formally to 
war, and Galata was the theatre. „Their 
inveteracy was carried to ſuch length, that 
one of the parties retiring into the prin- 
cipal Moſque, the other carried off ſome 
cannon from ſome merchant ſhips, which 
they fixed at the gate of the temple. The 
corner of every ſtreet became an am uſ- 
cade; even the night did not interrupt 
the ſcattering fire, every Ciſchargs , of 
which reached the Grand Signior's ear. 
All trade and communication were. inter- 


rupted, The governments however, which 
had 
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had never dreamt of nipping the evil in 
the bud, which might even have perceived 
the fermentation in the attack on my 
conductors, but which uniformly believes 
that'the beft method of preſerving order, 
is by the deſtruction of the human ſpecies, 
at firſt adopted the meaſure of letting the 
combatants maſſacre each other, making 
a few ineffectual attempts to conciliation. 
This ſcandalous tumult laſted three days, 
and upwards of fifty perſons fell victims 
to ſuch unpardonable negligence. I 
happened to be at the Grand Viſir's when 
an account arrived of the increaſed acri- 
"mony of the contending parties. So 
much bravery 41 Calata, and ſuch cow- 
Ales on the Danube,” ſays the Viſir, 
proves that the Turks are afraid of 
"nothing but the bats. We ſhall never put 
an end to this affair,” added he, laugh- 
ing, © unleſs Totr, with a few French- 

men, goes and brings them to reaſon.” 
2 It was high time, however, ſeriouſly to 
think of it; for it was to be feared, "mM 
other companies of Janiffaries, by taking 
the part of their comrades, might extend 
the tumult even within the walls of Con- 
ſtantinople. But this very circumſtance 
: rendered 
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rendered vigorous meaſures difficult of 
execution. A meaſure of policy there- 
fore was adopted, which was to get hold 
of the object of their quarrel; but the 
party in poſſeſſion would not conſent to 
give up the child, without a poſitive af. 
ſurance that it ſhould not be delivered to 
the oppoſite party. And the child, given 
up on that condition, was hanged, to the 
great ſatisfaction of thoſe very perſons 
who were fighting about it only an in- 
ſtant before. | 
During this ſedition, I was WY 
with the Miniſters of the Porte for the 
formation of a new corps of artillery,— 
Not that the Turks were in want of 
troops deſtined for that ſervice, for up- 
' wards of forty thouſand men, inliſted 
and the name of Topchi®, formed a corps 
already too numerous, but which was, in 
fact, only a gnawing worm, whoſe ſup- 
port was no lefs burthenſome than uſe- 
leſs, Without any point of union, and 
devoid of diſcipline, theſe men, as well 
as the Janĩſſaries, are diſperſed through- 
out the capital, and the empire. A ticket 
called e/ameÞ, with which every ſoldier 
| | 18 is 
* Gonners. 
1 Pay. 
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is provided, inſures to him his pay, whe- 
ther he preſents it in perſon, or ſends it by 
his agent. Very frequently, too, he ſells 
this ticket; and, at all events, never 
thinks of joining his colours, but when 
be can do no better, and then only to 
partake of the dinner provided for ſuch 
as Chooſe to reſide at the barracks. This 
abuſe is very ſtriking at the firſt ſight of 
the barracks of the Janiſſaries They 
occupy the beſt choſen ſituations in Con- 
ſtantinople. Sultan Soliman, who. built 
them, beſtowed a profuſion of gilding 
on the roofs of the porticos, which has 
always been ſupported by his ſucceſſors. 
- Put the diſcipline he eſtabliſhed, has not 
been ſo well maintained :—by abandon- 
ing the regulations, the ſpirit of the corps 
is annihilated, and the number in actual 
pay, (for the inrolled are innumerable) 
amounts to four hundred thouſand; of 
whom ſcarcely twenty thouſand are col- 
lected together. It muſt further be ob- 
ſerved, that this ſmall number is, in ge- 
neral compoſed of thoſe who have low 
pay, and of thoſe, who having none, 
ſerve in hopes of obtaining it. This pay, 
which is only diſtributed every three 

months, 
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months, is carried from three aſpres, up 
to ninety- nine“. This arbitrary method 
of rewarding military ſervices, thrown 
entirely into the hands of their leaders, 
muſt neceſſarily operate to the deſtruction 
of this militia. Favour, too, Which 
abuſes every thing, has aſſumed to itſelf 
a great number of ſituations -with' the 
higheſt pay, as well as the greateſt part 
of the alienated domains appropriatedito 
military ſervice, Theſe different objects, 
are in Turkey become the recompence 
beſtowed, by the man in favour on his 
domeſtics, and the empire, whoſe wants 
were provided for by the legiſlature, 
ſtripped at this day of a principal part 
ol its revenues, ſcarcely finds in the re- 
_maining} fragments, a ſufficient ſupply 
for its moſt; urgent -exigencies,--+-And, 


"Tri: in 
* The aſpres, which might be eſtimated at fix 
deniers, would give for 99 aſpres, 49 ſols and a 
half; (upwards of 2s.) but which, by the value of 
the coin, muſt be reduced to 39 ſols, 6 deniers; 
(about 19d. balfpenny) always obſerving, that this 
calculation, which is nearly the exchange eſtabliſh- 
ed by commerce, is ſtill far above what would-be 
produced from examining; the intrinſic value. The 


Grand Signior's ſilyer money has ſcarcely fix de- 
niers pure, ; 
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in fact, if one except 'the produce of per- 
ſecutions, which the Grand Signior hides 
in his private treaſury, under the vague, 
but not lefs tyrannical, title of confiſca- 
tion, the revenues of the empire eſti- 
-mated on the records at more than 500 
millions of livres, about 25, 400, oool. 
produces effectively only 74 millions, or 
3, 200, oool. to the public treaſury. This 
ſum, however, muſt pay the troops, 
ſupport the navy, and ſupply the other 
current expences, and ſervices unpro- 
vided for; whilſt the 400 millions ariſing 
from the royal domains, appropriated by 
Sultan Soliman to the ſupport of a nume- 
-rous cavalry, of 4000 draught horſes for 
the artillery, the reparation of the fort- 
reſſes, the repair of the highways, &c. 
only ſerve to make the private fortunes 
of thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of them, 
and the Grand Signior, in conſequence, 
is obliged to employ the treaſure he may 
have kept in reſerve, to provide for the 

immediate calls and deficiencies. 
. Sultan Muſtapha began to exhauſt his 
wealth, and had very poor conſolation 
for the 600 millions he had already ex- 
pended, He felt the neceſſity of putting 
, es 
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his troops on a different ſogting, and 
Was deſirous that 1 ſhould make a code 
of regulations for the new corps of artil- 
lery; but the firſt ſtep neceſſary was to 
provide from the public treaſure, for the 
annual expence it would occaſion. The 
Grand Treaſurer could only make out a 
revenue of 300,000 livres, about 12,000]. 
ſterling, by ſeiziag a ſmall. duty which 
had been enjoyed by the clerks of his of. 
fices, The Porte next employed irſelf 
about the name which ſhould be given to 
the new corps; the learned were can- 
ſulted on the ſubjeck, and the name of 
adopted. The Grand —— approved 
of the ordinance J had drawn up, and 
conſecrated it ia the Hattu Humayonn *, 
which was iſſued from the throne for the 
creation of the new corps. The uniform 
was alſo agreed on; and as it, was, neceſ- 
ſary. to render it as light as the nature of 
the ſervice required, without attempting 
a new ſtyle of dreſs, which ignorance 
would have turned into ridicule, and 
againſt which fa naticiſm would have liſt- 
&d u p her wier, 2 eee theſe dif- 
F ficulties 


25 A | cbs 6h Edid, which — . 4 of law; 
che effect of which is for ever binding, 
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ficulties by adopting the form of the Al- 


' baneſe dreſs ; and the corps of Suratchis, 


completed to fix hundred ſoldiers, was 


lodged in barracks with the officers at 
Kiathana, where the ſchool was already 
eſtabliſhed, the exerciſe of which, at- 
though it ought ts be confined to can- 
non, was extende1to' the uſe of the bay- 
onet, becauſe ſo indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 
and which I was deſirous of accuſtoming 
the Turks to carry. One would ima- 
gine, too, that the Turks would at leaſt 
have ſpared their cenſures of this weapon 


'b by which they had been fo complete! 15 


beaten by the Ruſſians; but it was nec 


ſary, even on this head, to impoſe filence 
on their critics, and work upon their 


prejudices, by the interpoſition of the 


Mufti. That chief of the law, accompa- 


nied by the Viſir, and all the Miniſters, 


came to the ſchool; and apprized of this 


extraordinary viſit, J went to receive 


them, and the exerciſe being over, the 


chief of the law deſired me to range the 
corps in line of battle before the kioſk 
where he was placed. - He'then aſked 


me for one of the new muſquets, which 
E preſented him and after entering with 


me 
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me into all the partieulars of the uſe of 
the bayonet; he pronounced, With a loud 
voice, a prayer of benedictibn / on that 
weapon, and that it might be applied to 
the defence of the true faith. The en- 
clamation of Praiſed be God, then utter- 
ed by the whole corps, was repeated h/ 
the croud of people, attracted by curio- 


ſity; and the fanatics, always ready in 


the applauſe, whether of a benediction or 
a curſe, very ſoon talked of nothing but 
the wonderful advantages the empire 
would derive from the bayon tt. 
The corps of Janiſſaries were more in- 
tereſted in obſerving the exactneſs with 
which the money was / diſtributed” every 


_ week to the Suratchis, and the uniform 


they wore ; and they loudly: declared 
that they would receive, with pleaſure, 


the diſcipline, at the ſame price. This 


corps, in fact, formerly eonſined to the 
tributary: children, and ſo formidable to 
its maſters, long ſince degraded by de- 
-parting from its regulations, was at length 
ſo fallen into neglect, that at the time of 
ſorming the Suratchis, the Grand Sig- 
nior owed the Janiſſaries nine quarters 
Pays making an arrear of twenty ſeven 
months. 
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months. Yet never did that corps give 


leſs uneaſineſs to the Sovereign; but 


this tranquillity, far from affording a 


proof, of its ſubmiſſion, was only a cer- 
tain preſage of the ſucceſs of the enemy. 
Diſturbances in a deſpotic government, 


Proclaim only the energy of the nation: 


When it is no longer able to make a 
ſtruggle againſt internal oppreſſion, 
hat exertions can it Wopeſe to Foreign 
forces? 

The beter of chicks eſtabliſhed mili- 
tary puniſhments; furniſhed me with an 
opportunity of acquiring the love of the 


ſoldiets, without ſacrificing diſcipline ; 


and I loſt no time in ſubſtituting, to 
chains and the baſtinado, other methods 
which, apparently leſs violent, would 
equally ſecure good order and ſubmiſſi- 
on; whilſt it eſtabliſhed the ſentiment of 
honour ſo inſepatable ſrom military ideas, 
but which has no term to expreſs it in 
the Turkiſh language, Double turns of 
duty were the puniſhment of ſlight faults; 


the collar turned, and the facings flapped, 


without interrupting their ſervice, were 
- puniſhments reſerved for -more weighty 
oldies? Ng which had never hi- 
| therto 


. a 
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therto been overlooked, was puniſhed 
by the gallies; and, what was unheard 
of, in ſhort, amongſt the Turks, ſentinels 
were placed, and ſome Tartars, former- 
ly in the Ruſſian ſervice, inliſted into 
this new corps, ſet the example of re- 
gularity in the ſervice. This troop, 
particularly trained in the management 
of light artillery, was daily exerciſed, 
and was ſoon able to fire fifteen times in 
a minute * ; but I invariably refuſed 
their Kaden to learn the uſe of ſmall 
arms, becauſe this corps was too weak to 
reſtrain the ralleries of other corps; and 
I muſt obſerve, that M. de Bonneval on- 
ly failed in his project of forming one 
in Turkey, i in n the European manner 4. : 

| j from | 


*A ee fire, and more attention in PAP aim, 
would, no doubt, have been preferable; but the 
Torks hitherto were afraid only of the noiſe, which 
they were defirous of making ;—a juſter eſtimate 
was beyond their knowledge. | 
t The Turks aſſured me, that M. de rr: | 
who had collected a Scutary, a corps of Albaneſe, 
after teaching them to face. to the right and left for ' 
ſome time, could never obtain from them the gro- 
miſe of returning the next year for the ſame object; 
and that a Derviſe ſeeing them en round, 


turned 


—— 
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from his ignorance. of the character of 
the nation he had adopted, which led 
him to begin where he ſhould have finiſn- 
ed: beſides that, the manual exerciſe, 
properly ſpeaking, was not an object of 
utility to the new troop, which, to do its 
duty, ought oy to begin by piling ab 
their arms. 
Sultan Muſtapha came frequently to 
theſe exerciſes; was fond of ſeeing the 
quick fire, and always made a preſent 
to the gunners; but he never thought 
proper to give any orders but through 
me, and I availed myſelf of theſe oppor- 
runities to excite the activity of his Mi- 
niſters, by ſtimulating his. The Viſir's 
zeal, which ſhould have contented itſelf, 
with favouring my labours as much as 
poſſible, induced him to come and in- 
ſpect them. He arrives, in one of his 
_ excurſions at Kiathana, without appriz- 


ing 


turned to ſome Janiſſaries who had got together 
from curioſity, and faid to them, They are pre- 
paring to treat you in the ſame way as Peter the 
Great did for the Strelitzes.” But it was not fo 
much the murmur excited by this expreſſion, which 
made this phantom of diſcipline vaniſh, as the in- 
tereſt of thoſe who were to be diſciplined, and whom 
it was firſt neceſſary to pay. 
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ing me of it, and demands a repetition 
of the exerciſe they went through every 
morning. We cannot, without order, 
ſays the commanding officer, —<* Are not 
mine ſufficient ?” replied the Viſir,— 
c We ſhall reſpe&t them, no doubt, 
ſays the * Rag ce in every thing which 
does not concern our diſcipline; but on 
that head we know no other ſuperior than 
our Adgibektache *.” The Viſir, ſmil- 
ing at this anſwer, put up with it; and it 
was from himſelf I had the ſtory.  __ 

It was ſome time ſince the Grand Sig- 
nior had conſulted me on the ſteps to be 
taken to put the channel of the Black 


Sea 


* Adpibektache, a Saũton Derviſe, venerated by 
the Turks, and looked upon as the founder of the 
Janiſſaries, although he be, in fact, only their Le- 
giſlature. He lived under the reiga of Amorath 
the Firſt, and when that Prince, by the advice of 
his Viſirs, formed from the portion of ſlaves which 
fell to his ſhare, a new body of ſoldiers (Yeſi Tche- | 
Ty) he addreſſed himſelf to Adgibektache, to give. 
him a code of regulations, and his benediction. It 
is told, that to ſanQify his new corps, he addreſſed 
his prayers to God, after placing the ſleeve of his 
white robe on the head of the Commander of the 
troops, and that the white felt ſtill hanging to the 
cap of the J aniſſaries, is preſerved only in comme- 
moration of the white ſleeve of Adgibektache. 
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Sea out of danger of an ifiſolt.” Thad 
propoſed to build two caſtles towards its 

mouth, but I thought this project was 
abandoned, when I received intelligence' 

of the works which the Porte was carry- 
ing on at the two light houſes of Europe 
and of Aſia. hey were intruſted to 
the care of two architects as little ac- 
quainted with lines of defence, as they 
were of the rules of Vitruvius; and ac- 
cordingly at the mouth of the channel, 
and without the range of thirty-ſix 
pound ſhot, they preſently run up ſome 
ill built towers, and a few dry walls, to 
contain the artillery, which after a white- 
waſhing, enabled the Miniſters to an- 
nounce them to the Grand Signior as a 
work of perfection. But Sultan Muſta- 
pha, who had, doubtleſs, intended that 
I ſhould overlook the execution, aſto- 
niſhed to find in the account laid before 
him, that I had nothing to do with it, 
inquired the reaſon of it. His Miniſters, 
who were inceſſantly endeavouring to 
keep me out of the way, excuſed them- 
ſelves, by ſaying that the order did not 
expreſsly enjoin them to conſult me. But 


his Highneſs not chooling to truſt to them, 
gave 


3 
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gave them the mortification of ſubmit- 
ting their work to my inſpection. The 
Reis Effendi “, and the Grand Treaſu- 
rer, were employed to conduct me to 
the new built caſtles, to determine whe- 
ther it would be better to preſerve, or 
to deſtroy them. The complaiſance with 
which the Grand Viſir gave me this invi- 
tation, proved to me that the Grand 
Signior had not been quite ſo gentle in 
the orders he had given his Miniſters.— 
But this circumſtance, truly alarming for 
them, was not leſs embarraſſing to me 
for I muſt either betray the intereſts with 
which l was intruſted, or ſacrifice the in- 
nocent. In fact, I could not but foreſee, 
that by improving the works they had juſt 
conſtrued, they who had given orders 
for them, would throw the blame on the 
two architects; and that the latter, unable 
either to do better, or to decline the un+ 
dertaking, could not, without extreme 
cruelty, be involved in the conſequences 
of this inquiry. We took theſe poor fel- 
lows with us, and their ficſt care after our 
arrival, was to repreſent to me the riſque 
they run if I diſapproved of their work, 
But they were by no means contented 
Vor. III. elf with - 

* Reis Effendi Miniſter for foreign affairs. 
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with my bare affurances that their igno- 
rance would fave them. The .two Mi- 
niſters urged me to give my opinion, and 
were already finding fault with the ma- 
ſonry, and condemning the bad ſtate of 
the barracks in the midſt of the inclo- 
- ſure. © That is of the leaſt conſequence,” 
anſwered I; the moſt-material affair is, 
that the ſhot ſhould croſs one another, 
the reſt is eaſily remedied.” One of the 
architects immediately aſſured us that the 
balls would croſs.— That is what you 
have nothing to do with,” replied I; 
Nou have built on the ſituations point- 
ed out to you; if the diſtances are too 
great for the effectual range of ſhot, it 
will be unneceſſary to examine your prin- 
ciples of building. In that caſe, every 
thing muſt be deſtroyed, and the forts 
re- built on a better ſituation.“ The 
Greek began to perceive his folly in 
talking about artillery, and the gunners 
received orders to prepare the cannon. 
The Grand Treaſurer, who of all the 
Miniſters had more immediately taken 
part in this work, propoſed to me to go 


to the ſhore, to judge of the effects of the 
thot ; 3 adding that the maſter-gunner aſ- 
2 free 
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ſured' him he had already ſeen them 
croſs. '© I have ſo much reli ance,” ſaid 
I, on his obſervations, that I will take 
ſpectal care not to repeat them from the 
ſame place; it is from the tower that we 
will go and make ours; from that eight 
we ſhall be better able to judge of the 
matter,” We mounted, in conſequence, 
on the battlements of a miſerable tower, 
wiſely defigned to ſerve as a powder ma- 
gazine. A flag being diſplayed; by 
way of ſignal, the experiment took place, 
and we ſaw very diſtin My, that the ot 
fired from the two caſtles of Europe and 
of Aſia, ſcarcely reached a third of the 
diſtance that ſeparates them ; and this ex- 
periment, repeated ſeveral times, proved 
invariably the fame thing.” It was no 
longer neceffary to examine the conſtruc- 
tion of the caſtles, after ſo clear a de- 
monſtration of their inutility. The mi- 
nutes of this affair were drawn up in 
ſuch a manner, as to relieve the two ar- 
chitects from all uneaſineſs. I dined 
with the two Minifters, after which we 
re-imbarked on our return to Conſtanti- 
nople, intending to examine, on our 
way, the moſt favourable poſition for the 
two [forts which were deemed neceſſary 
G2 for 
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for the defence of the Boſphorus, which 
we diſcovered very ſoon: the two firſt 
promontories we ſaw, placed at a proper 
diſtance, and ſo ſituated as to cover the 
anchoring ground, which is before them, 
ſeemed defigned by nature for the pur- 
paſe. This produced, of courſe, a great 
deal of converſation. The Miniſters 
were to give an account of their commil- 
fion ; the conſequence of which was, 
with reſpect to me, that I did not hear 
another word upon the ſubject for more 
than fix montkas. 
The labours of the foundery, and the 
daily inſtruction of the new regiment of 
gunners, afforded me employment e- 
nough to divert me from every other 
idea. -I thought no more about the for- 
rification of the channel; and imagined 
that even the Grand Signior himſelf had 
laid it afide, when two meſſages, . one 
from the Viſir, and the other from the 
Reis Effendi, arriving at the ſame mo- 
ment, to urge my preſence at the Porte, 
made me ſuſpect ſome orders from the 
interior, which would admit of no delay 
in 


This word, which i is 2 literal tranſlation of the 
Tarkiſh 
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in the execution; but I did not expect 
to find the Miniſters in ſuch an agitation. 
They were aſſembled at the Viſir's 
houſe, and were ſtill "trembling under 
the reſentment of their maſter F. Sul- 
tan Muſtapha, who came frequently to 
confer with his Miniſters at the Porte, 
and make them give an account of their 
adminiſtration, had appeared there that 
very morning. Well 1 no 
doubt, that the buildin the project - 
ed caſtles was not yet e he called 
his Miniſters together in haſte, and made 
them tremble at his outſet. © Tou are 
all traitors!“—ſaid he; you have al- 
ready ſhaken my throne ;—you are la- 
bouring to overthrow it !”—Anger flaſh · 
ed from his eyes ;—his Miniſters were 
ſtruck dumb.—Iſmael Bey Þ alone, bol- 
der ſtruck than the reſt, from being more 
certain of his maſter's favour, had the 
courage to intreat him to name the trai- 

| G 3 tor 


Torkiſh word, is appropriated 4 cuſtom to the 
palace of the Grand Signior, and ſeems, in fact, to 
correſpond with ee bier than any 1 
elſe. 

+ The Reis Rffendi himſelf compuitcerds the 
particulars of this ſcene to me. 

1 The name of the Reis Effendi. 
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tor." , Yourſelf,” replied the Sultan, 
© where. are. the caſtles which Tott ſhould) 
have built fix months ago? He fixed on 
the proper ſituations; have you hitherto' 
enabled him to lay the firſt ſtone? The 
Miniſters pleaded. in their juſtification, 
that they had not received any, orders for 
it. The Emperor inſiſted that he had 
given them; but he could only be calm- 
ed by the aſſurance, that the workmen 
ſhould be there the very next day. We 
agreed on the hour of meeting, there wo. 
give a few. ſtrokes of the pick axe, a 
formality which the Miniſters made a 
point of, that they might be able con- 
ſcientiouſly to inform their maſter that 
the work was begun. There was ano- 
ther circumſtance. more neceflary for me, 
previous to the undertaking, and I em- 
ployed myſelf in dra wing plans adapted 
to the reſpective ſituations, whilſt the 
Viſir was conſulting: the Aſtrologers, to 
find out the day and the hour the moſt 
auſpicious for laying the firſt ſtone. 
The time was at length fixed, and I Was 
on the re of ſetting out for the cere- 
mony _ when - Turk, followed by fe- 
- = 


This ridiculous 8 which 3 is kept i in pay by 


fear, 
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veral Tchoadars, arrives and is announ- 
ced as coming from the Grand Signior. 
The conſequential carriage of this perſo- 
nage, and his. filent gravity, were not 
calculated to farisfy one very ſoon re- 
ſpecting the object of his miſſion. His 
flowneſs in ſwallowing his cup of coffee, 
the conſtant prelude to all Turkiſh con- 
verſations, ſtill further added to my im- 
patience. At length he draws out from 
his boſom a ſmall bag of red fattin, 
which he preſents me with, on the part 
of his maſter, complimenting me at the 
ſame time on the mark of diſtinction it 
contained, and the prerogatives attach- 
ed to it. In the mean time, I open the 
bag, from which 1 draw out a parcel of 
handkerchiefs embroidered with gold, 
in which were four pieces of ebony, 
which joined to one another by ſilver 
hinges, gave, when opened out, the 
ſtandard of the Turkiſh Pic“, uſed in 
61 building. 
fear, and which foretells nothing with certainty 
bat the ignorance of its votaries, is held in ſuch re- 
yerence at Conſtantinople, that there exiſts a Mu- 
nedgim-Bachi, Chief of the Soothſayers. | 
Pic is the name of the Turkiſh ell; but they 
are of ſeveral ſorts, Our ſhopkeeper's ell is the 


Torkiſh Pic and three quarters, as- made uſe of in 
meaſuring. 


— 
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building. You may now, continued 
the Turk, © diſpoſe of all the Workmen 
in Conſtantinople ; and the Grand Sig- 
nior's Pic, which is intruſted to you, ex- 
tends your authority over them, even 
to the infliction of puniſhments. Such 
eminent advantages loſt much of their 
value in my hands; but I could not a- 
void teſtifying the high eſtimation in 
which I held this honour, by making a 
preſent to the bearer, and diſtributing a 
few ſequins. to his attendants, Putting 
the ſtandard amongſt my other inſtru- 
ments, I ſet out for the ground fixed on 
for the new caſtles, where I found about 
ſorty overſeers of workmen already aſ- 
ſembled; cach of them was furniſhed 
with a double Pic. This badge of au- 
thority reminded me of that which 1 
bore. I determined to employ the time 
previous to the aſtrological hour of the 
_ Miniſters ip verifying the meaſures of 
the overſeers, in order to eſtabliſh that 
uniformity which was indiſpenſibly re- 

quiſite 


meaſuring cloth. The Indoſe is another ſort of 

Pic to meaſure other ſtuffs, and the maſon's Pic, 

which is longer than the others, is equal to two 
feet, four inches, and three lines. 
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quiſite- to accuracy. All theſe gentle 
men got very familiarly round me, and 
their desde who called himſelf an ar- 
chitect, and thought he was one, pre - 
ſuming already on my tractability in fol · 
jowing his advice, propoſedd to me to 
verify all the meaſures by his own, «6 
muſt firſt” begin with yours,” ſaid 1, 
taking my ſtandard out of the crimſon! 
bag. At the fight of this, the whole 
body of thoſe fellows ſtarted back ten 
paces from me, and I availed myſelf of 
the firſt ſurpriſe to eſtabliſh» my authori- 
ty, by a ſtriking, but not cruel act of ſe- 
verity, ordering all the meaſures, not 
conformable to my ſtandard; to be bro-—- 
ken to pieces; - not one of them, not 
even that of their Chief eſeaped this ſen- 
tence. Lordered new ones to be made 
on the ſpot, and the Miniſters on their 
arrival, found them taken up with this 
buſineſs. They repaired immediately to 
the plare I had marked out for laying 
the firſt ſtone, which was prepared as 
well as the cement and the workmen, 
The Grand Treaſurer held in one hand 
the aſtrological deciſion, and his watch 
in the other. He obſerved the minute 

G 3%;ö—Döꝛ 8? 
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with the moſt ſcrupulous deyotion, and 
pronouncing, the name of God at the laſt 
ſecond, he gave the ſignal, Which Fom- 
pleted this ridiculous ceremony 

My firſt labour was to break ground, 
in order to level and extract materials 
from it ſor the building of the forts,. This 
could only be done by means of gun- 
powder, from the quality of the rock, 
which conſiſted of a bed of porphyry. I 

collected together and put into huts in 
the vicinity of the works, about fifteen 
hundred Macedonians, who are the! Au- 
vergnats of Turkey. 

The artillery ſchool, iy and 
the new forts; obliged me, from their 
diſtance from each other to travel ;Hx 
leagues every day. The Grand Signior 
ordered the Boſtandgy - Bachi to ſupply 
me with the boatmem of the Seraglio, 
who were to have extraordinary pay out 
We the 3 een and from that 


12 10 Ant L £11 1 9 2 moment 

TIC ST rw Haien tio un 503 
20x MN Fe —The inhabitants of Auvergne, 
remarkabl e for their induſtry, frogality, and 11514 
cation to the menial offices WO are the portem, 
tinkers, chimney-ſweepers 'of Paris :—the Scotch 


and Iriſh, in ſhort; of eget 
cellent ſoldiers, | 
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moment my boat was placed in the ar- 
ſenal, by the Grand Signior's felucca. 
The firſt labours at the new foundery 
were directed to the conſtruction of a 
train of. field artillery, of which the 
Turks were totally deſtitute, and which 
were to be ſerved. by the new corps. 
The Grand Viſir, in all his letters from 
the army, was conſtantly. demanding: 
them; and the Grand Signior ne 
me e ee to prepare fifty four- 
pounders, with their carriages, , to be ac- 
companied by three hundred Suratchis 
diſciplined. at the ſchool. The cart - 
wright work, further increaſed my la- 
bour, and the works at the caſtles were 
puſhed forward in the greateſt activity, 
ro ſatisfy the impatience of the Grand 
Signior, to ſee the lower batteries com - 
pleated, and lined with artillery. The 
levelling of the rock furniſhed- us with 
ſtones, but the maſſes of porphyry they 
contained, reſiſted the beſt ſharpened in- 
ſtruments, and rendered them very dif- 
ficult to cut. The indefatigable exer-- 
tions of the Macedonians, however, ſur- 
mounted every difficult. 


— . — —— ©» 
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| Notwithſtanding the diſpatch required 
by the Grand Signior, I eſtabliſhed a day 
of reſt for the workmen, and permitted 
them to go every Sunday to divert them- 
ſelves at the neighbouring village. Thoſe 
who worked at the Caſtle of Europe, 
had the ſame licence to amuſe themſelves 
at Fanaraki*®. Two and twenty Mace- 
donians, each with his gun on his ſhoul- 
der, had got there, and aſſembled in a 
tavern, were ſinging together the victo- 
ries of Alexander. In the interim, a 
| large ſaic, laden with ſtores for Varna, 
delayed by contrary winds, was come 


to anchor under ſhelter of a rock, in front 

of the village. Ninety Torkith ſoldiers, 

who were on board the faic, had juſt 

landed, when one of my workmen quit- 

ting his companions, to take the air, ap- 
| | proaches the ſhore, where he finds the 
Turks, armed from head to foot. One 
of them, inſolent from the number of 
his company, comes up to the Macedo- 
nian, and gives him a violent box on the 
ear. 


j- 


1 A village framed in 1 on the point of 
the cape which forms the mouth of the channel, 
and which takes its name from a lanter that is 
placed there. 
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Being without arms to avenge the 
— * and but little acquainted with 
the Turkiſh language, he makes a fign 
to the champion to ſtay till he returns. 
He quits him dire&ly, returns to the ta- 
vern, ſaying not a word to his compa- 
nions, takes his muſquet, without their 
perceiving it, and goes back to the ſhore, - 
where he ſtill finds the Turks; he ſingles 
out his adverſary, and pointing to his 
cheek, makes a ſign to him to repeat his 
blow. The Turk, who had his piſtol in 
his hand, fires at him, cloſe to his breaſt; 
and miſfes the Macedonian, who inſtant- 
ly gives him wadding and all in his belly, 
and periſhes himſelf by the diſcharge of 
more than eighty muſquers, fired at him 
by the other Turks. The noiſe, how: 
ever, excites the attention of the remain- 
ing one and twenty Macedonians ; one 
of their companions” is miſſing they 
take vp their arms, fly to the ſhore, ſee 
their comrade ſtretehed out by the fide 
of a Turk, and without further queſtions, 
attack their enemies, lay nine dead on 
the ſpot, and drive the reft towards” the. 
ſea with ſuch precipitation, that partly 
ba . and partly" 1 in their boats, 

; | theſe 
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theſe fellows. get to their veſſel, cut the 
cable, and eſcape by putting to ſea. 
This adventure was too ſerious for me, 
not immediately to take every neceſſary 
information. Two Macedonians, deputed 
to wait on me, gave me an account of 
the matter; and wiſhing: to anticipate 
that which the Viſir was likely to receive, 
I ſet out immediately to the Prime Mi- 
niſter's houſe, where I become plaintiff 
for the inſult offered to the workmen at 
the caſtles, —The Viſir, after liſtening to 
me, ſays coldly, Very well ;—let there 
be no more ſaid about it.” Not know- 
ing that he was already acquainted with 
what had happened, I thought this by no 
means a ſatisfactory anſwer to my com- 
plaint, and I inſiſted on redreſs. The 
Miniſter, forced at length to explain 
himſelf, ſays to me, ſharply, What 
would you be at; — Are not nine Maho- 
metans laid dead on the ſpot, a ſufficient 
number of victims to atone for the death 
of one infidel? I ſoftened my tone on 
this, but repreſented to him, that it was 
abſolutely neceſſary, by the moſt rigo- 
rous orders, to provide for the tranquil- 
an of the workmen,—* T hat is well 

enough,” 


1 
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with your. fifteen hundred Macedonians, 
you would make a conqueſt of the coun- 
try: Your own. means of ſecurity are 
better than any I could furtiſh you With.“ 
I knew this as well as the Viſit; and as 
my only object was to obtain impunity 
for my people, I withdrew; ſatisfied with 
the ſucceſs of my negociation, and per- 
fectly - tranquil reſpecting the conſe- 

quences of the affair, notwitliſtanding 
the threats of the company of Las Janiſ- 
ſaries, xhich none af them had mn ; 
* to put in execution. 

The Grand Signior had given me 75 
uſe ol a country houſe, hired at his ex · 
pence, and ſituated on the banks of the 
ſea in the village of Tarapia, here l 
reſided in ſummer; and which was very 
conveniently-fituated between Conſtanti- 
nople and the caſtles, for the diſſerent 
works I was: engaged in. I was ũnfonm- 
ed ane day, on returning from the ſoun- 
dety, that a Turkiſhveſſel from the 
Black Sea, meeting: wii contrary vinds, 
over: aggainſt Tarapia, had juſt overſet at 
the entrance of the harbour. I he wea- 
ther was ee the breeze ſo mo- 
ae derate, 
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derate, that I could not poſſibly conceive 

how this accident could happen. Curious 
to know the cauſe of it, I ſtep down to 
the ſhore, and the firſt object that ſtrikes 
me, is the keel of the veſſel above water. 
The captain, and five or ſix ſailors who 
compoſed the crew; having ſwam to land, 
were ſitting on the beach, viewing this 
melancholy ſight. | They told me that a 
young girl and her mother, paſſengers 
on board the veſſel, had periſhed, with - 
out their being able to afford them the 
leaſt aſſiſtance. But theſe particulars did 
not explain to me the cauſe of fo extra- 
ordinary an event. I was obliged to aſk 
many queſtions, beſore I could get from 
them, that the veſſel, laden with planks, 
half-maſt high, had ſailed from Syncope 
without any ballaſt, 1 ſhuddered at the 
danger theſe poor people had run, and 
which was, from the beginning, unavoid- 
able, on the leaſt ſhift-of wind; for they 
mult inevitably: have overſet at ſea, had 
not the wiad been right abaft, until they 
light ſoutherly breeze, by obliging them 
to bear away, had done juſtice to their 
* Such a conduct was n 


proof 
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proof that this was the firſt time the cap- 
tain or his crew had been to ſea. I took: 
pity on theſe unfortunate people, and of- 
fered to aſſiſt them in weighing up their 
veſſel; but my pity was increaſed on 
hearing that a Turk, who pretended to 
be expert in naval matters, had juſt got 
one hundred ſequins before hand from. 
them, for that operation. I was led to 
think that this ſum, the ſole remains of 
their ſhipwreck, would eventually turn 
out a more real loſs to them, and I was 
not deceived in my opinion. The only 
aid they got from him, in fact, was by a 
few ropes brought in a boat from Con- 
ſtantinople, by a dozen Levertis“, who 
only hawled the veſſel nearer the coaſt, 
and placed it amongſt rocks, where it 

would be daſhed to pieces by the leaſt 
riſing of the ſea. Theſe officious ſeamen, 
however, demanding more money to 
continue their work, no ſooner met 
with a refuſal, than they diſappeared, 
and the ſhip-wrecked ſufferers were in 
the height of deſpair. 1 ſent orders im- 
mediately t to the caſtles to bring me cap- 

ferns 


of W belonging to the Admiralty * 
to the ſervice of the ſhips of war. 
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ſterns and other neceſſary apparatus, by 
means of which, in one afternoon's work, 
J put the veſſel in a condition to purſue 
her voyage to Conſtantinople. It was a 
truly intereſting ſcene to behold the joy 
of theſe poor creatures, and their earneſt- 
neſs to collect the preſent they intended 
making me, which l refuſed; exacting a 
promiſe from them, however, never again 
to go to ſea without ballaſt. Misfor- 
tunes are excellent counſellors,” ſays the 
captain to me, ** and I will certainly 
profit by the advice you have given me, 
that I may have it in my power to offer 
you an homage of my gratitude, more 
adequate to the ſervice you have done 
me.” And ſome months after, in fact, 1 
was informed that the fame man, and 
the ſame crew, carrying ſome raiſins, but- 
ter, and other productions of the Black 
Sea, had likewiſe ſeveral ſheep with him, 
which they were bringing to me. I ſaw 
him enter, fully determined not to accept 
of any thing from him.—“ See here,” 
ſays he, on perceiving me, © the unfor- 
tunate man you ſaved ;—God has bleſſed” 
your good work :—we have made a for- 
tunate voyage ;—1t. is to you we owe 
every 
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every thing we have, and we bring you 
the tribute of gratitude.. I am very 
happy again to ſee you, replied I; bur 
L will not forfeit the merit of having 
ſerved you, by accepting of any recom- 
pence.” —* You ought not to be afraid 
of that, ſaid he; we have impoſed 
the annual tribute on ourſelves; that God 
may favour our commerce.” I now re- 
fuſe, more ſtrongly than ever, to accept 
of any thing; but the Turk, more af- 
fected at my refuſal, than I could have 
imagined, ſays to me, turning pale, 
It is certainly in your power to refuſe 
us; but depend upon it, that if you per- 
ſiſt in it, we will inſtantly place our- 
ſelves, and our veſſel, in the ſame place, 
and the ſame ſituation, from which you 
extricated us.” The tone of voice which 
accompanied this declaration, madeſuch 
an impreſſion on. me; that, not dafing to 
run the riſque of driving theſe pooricrea- 
tures to deſpair, I accepted their pre- 
ſent, but on condition that it how be 


the laſt . „e ent 2/4044. aft lint. 
— , pilates 
timent of gratitude, ought no more to ſerve as'a 
Be cha- 
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The Grand Viſir had been long defi- 
rous of ſeeing the new foundery, where I 
was buſily employed in preparing the 
new field train, which was inceſſantly 
demanded by the army, when the Prime 
Miniſter was announced. The activity 
which then prevailed in the ſeveral work- 
ſhops, enabled me to ſhow him all the 
details of the fabrication ; and when we 
came to the forges, he ſat down upon an 
anvil, Whilſt we were in a very intereſt- 
ing converſation on the moſt important 
ſubjects, one of the Viſir's Tchoadars in- 
terrupted me every moment to aſk me 
for a preſent. 

Tired at length of his i importunity, aha 
ſtill more ſhocked at his maſter's ſuffer- 
ing it, I thought to check him, by ſharply 
deſiring him to have patience, at leaſt till 
our converſation was finiſned. Ay,” 
ſays he, © then he will go away, and [ 
ſhall not have time to ſtay for you.” This 

inſolent 


characteriſtic of the Turkiſn nation, than it would 
be juſt, from a fingle trait, to charge them with 
the character of ingratitude. It is from the general 
tint that men ſhould be judged : that is only to be 
obtained by combining the various colours which 
compole it; and it is only on forming the mixture, 
that we are able to diftin;zuiſk the true ſhade. 
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inſolent anſwer, appeared ſo only to my- 
ſelf. I gave him two ſequins, and on his 
telling me, there were a great many of 
them, I gave him four; after which the 
Viſir who had ſaid nothing in the interim, 
reſumed his queſtions. He returned at 
length to his boat, after making his tre- 
ſurer diſtribute a hundred ſequins to the 
workmen, and particularly amongſt my 
ſervants, I conducted him to his boat: 
when he was ſeated, and his rowers had 
begun to put off, an artillery officer, 
who accompanied me every where, lays 
hold of the ſtern of the boat, ſtops it, 
and demands in his turn his preſent which 
he had not received. A marine officer, 
of my guard, lays in his claim alſo; the 
Prime Miniſter aſks his treaſurer, why 
thaſe two men have not received their 
ſhare of the money. They anſwer, that 
they were going on before; my officers 
inſiſt, however; and the Viſir, a glance 
from whoſe eye would have made the 
molt intrepid tremble, has no other way 
of freeing himſelf from them, than by 
ordering four ſequins to be given to each 
of theſe importunate fellows. How could 
1 complain of his attendant, when my 
own had no more reſpe& for him? 
This 
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This Prime Miniſter, of whoſe charac- 
ter I have already given a fketch, only 
preſerved his place by :abandoning the 
reins of empire to the Reis Effendi, whoſe 
ſubtle and ſaturnine fpirit governed the 
country with fuch indifference, that chat- 
ting one day, and the converſation turn- 
ing on the conqueſt of Conſtantinople by 
the Turks, and on the inſtability of the 
the moſt powerful empires, he aſked me, 
where I thought an unſucceſsful war might 
carry them :“ To the other ſide, -ſaid 
I. Hie looks immediately out of the 
window, examines the coaſts of Aſia, and 
turning round with a laughing counte- 
nan ce My friend, faid he, there 
are delicious vallies; we will build beau- 
tiful kioſks there.” It is eaſy to con- 
clude from this anſwer, that Iſmael Bey, 
flightly affected by any calamities in 
which he did not participate, contented 
himſelf with getting rid of the current 
affairs of the moment, carefully took the 
Grand Signior's orders on every ſubject 
where there was any danger, and adhered 
more cloſely to his place than to his 
duty. To his connections with Iſed Bey, 
he owed his elevation, and he was ſtill 


ſup- 
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ſupported by thoſe connections; Iſed, 
ſatisfied with the favour of his maſter, 
preſerved it without intrigues, enjoyed it 
without ambicion, and had a ſtrong pro- 
penſity to doing good, without knowing 
how to effect it. | | 

I was very intimate with this favqurite, 
who was the medium between his maſter 
and myſelf, and uſed regularly to give 
him an account of our converſations, 
which afforded me the means of indirect - 
ly hinting many things, an opportunity 
1 frequently made uſe of. It was thro” 
Ifed Bey alſo, that the Grand Signior 
conſulted me ; and this Prince who was. 
daily acquiring new information, and 
whoſe views began to extend beyond the 
uſual limits, treated with a great deal of 
attention the project for a junction of the 
the two ſeas by the Iſthmus of Suez. He 
was even deſirous of aiding what I alrea- 
dy knew of the ſubje&, by the local 
knowledge of the different Commiſſaries 
who had been in Egypt; and the reader 
will ſee in the fourth part of theſe Me- 
moirs, that if Muſtapha had lived long 
enough to have undertaken that work, 
he would have found the local circum- 


ſtances 


mur 
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ſtances ſo favourable to his views, as to 


have enabled him to operate the greateſt 


poſſible revolution in the general ſyſtem 
of politics. He was undoubtedly very 
far from this degree of information, 
when giving way to the temptation of an 
an apparent benefit, he debaſed his coin, 
A man of the name of Tair Aga, who 
poſſeſſed this Prince's favour, and held 
the place of Superintendant of the 
Mint, at the beginning of his reign, 
led him into this error, and I have reaſon 
to preſume, that having learnt better to 
appreciate his real intereſt, the return of 
peace would have been the epocha of a 
general new coinage; but the immediate 
pecuniary ſacrifice, required by this ope- 
ration, could not be made during. the 
war; ſpecie of ſome kind was neceſſary. 
The treaſury began to be exhauſted, the 
Mint was ſtriking money night and day, 
and ſilver reduced to the low ſtandard of 
ſeven penny weights pure, loſing its duc- 
tility, the firſt ſtrokes of the die cruſned 
the coins, the ſteel of which was badly 
prepared and tempered. This inconve- 
nience not only delayed, but even put a 
total ſtop to a coinage which admitted of 


no 
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no delay, and called for a ſpeedy remedy. 
I was defired to point it out, and on the 
principle that, amongſt ignorant people, 
one muſt pretend to know what one 
knows nothing about. 1 undertook the 
buſineſs, ſer to work to ſtudy the prinei - 
ciples of it, and ſoon ſucceeded in mak - 
ing the coin as ſolid as they defired. 
Whilft I was about all-theſe operations, 
the workmen L was inſtructing, intereſt- 
ed in the deſtruction of the coinage, and 
unable to attack the goodneſs of the 
work, tried to perplex me with reſpect 
to the means I took of perfecting the 
temper of the metal ; pretending that 1 
had only ſubſtituted urine for warer, and 


which I made uſe of, to have the plea- 


ſure of ſullying the name of the Grand 


Signior, by plunging it into ſo impure a 
mixture ; and after having circvlated this 


ridiculous ſuppoſition, they laid it be- 


fore the Grand Signior in the form of a 


legal complaint. It was ſcarcely credi- 
ble that ſuch an accufarion* could pro- 
duce any effect; yer ſuch is the force of 
prejudice, that the Grand Signior him- 
ſelf thought- proper to have the matter 


explained; poſſibly he thought too, 
Vor. III. + that 


170 
that I ſhould eaſily be able. to refute the 
charge. It was communicated to me 


my anſwer, which I readily found in the 
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from him, with a .requeſt to give him 


very text of my commentators. Admit- 
ting the facts, and acknowledging the 
ſanctity of the Emperor's name, I added, 

that however. reſpectable that was, it did 
not become man to pay him greater ho- 
nours than were allowed to God, whoſe 
name was daily written on a compoſiti- 


on, wholly compoſed of rags picked out 


.of the dirt. This anſwer ſatisfying the 


Grand Signior that he was not inſulted, 


threw the ridicule it merited upon the 
fooliſh calumny. 

This Prince not content with borrow- 
ing uſeful potions, to produce a tempo- 
rary correction of thoſe vices that infect- 
ed every part of the adminiſtration, was 
deſirous of extending his knowledge, 


and of laying the foundatian of ſcience 
by the eſtabliſhment of a mathematical 
ſchool, of which he requeſted me to take 


the direction. The corps of mathema- 
ticians, founded by Soliman, cried out 
n this innovation, which pre- ſup- 
poſed 


— 
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poſed the ignorance of the Muhendis “, 
whoſe chief declared they were very 
well inſtructed. 

His Highneſs accordingly determined 
that theſe geometricians fhould undergo- 
a previous examination by me, in pre- 
ſence of two of the Miniſters, appointed 
commiſſioners for that purpoſe. We aſ- 
ſembled on the day appointed, and if the 
learned men were not quite at their caſe, 
I was myſelf in ſome anxiety. Indeed, 
my ſituation was embarraſſing: I wiſhed 
to conquer, yet I was afraid of hum- 
bling them. My vanity urged me on. 
the one hand, and my delicacy reſtrain- 
ed me on the other. The aſſembly was 


compoſed of the Reis Effendi, the Grand 


Treaſurer, the Cheir-Emini 1, the Chief 
of the Geometricians, and of fix learned 
men ſelected to defend the honour of 
the body. 1 was the bugbear of the 
meeting, which was opened by Iſmael 
Bey, in a diſcourſe wherein the intereſt 
of the ſtate was ſhown to be inſeparable 
from the will of the deſpot ; and every 
head bowing acquieſcence, I was re- 
queſted to begin my examination, I 1 

H 2 reflected 

# Geometricians. : 


+ Overſeers of the buildings. 
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reflected a long time, reſolving not to 
be hard upon them. 1 aſked the Chief, 
What the three angles of a triangle were 
equal to? I was deſired to repeat my 
queſtion ; and after a mutual conſulta- 
tion, the boldeſt of them anſwered me, 


with firmneſs, That is according to the 
triangle. | was confounded, and muſt 


confeſs that I ſtood in need of ſome ſuch 
abſurd anſwer, to reconcile me to the 
ſimplicity of the queſtion I had put. It 
was unneceſſary to puſh the examination 
any further; I contented myſelf with 
explaining my queſtion, and with demon- 
rating this mathematical truth, The ig- 
norance of theſe pretended Geometricians 
required no further demonſtration; but I 
mult do juſtice to their ſubſequent zeal 
for the Sciences: they all requeſted to be. 
received into the new ſchool, and we 

immediately ſet about its eſtabliſhment. 
I vas one day at the Porte on ſome 
buſineſs reſpeRing it, which the Viſir de- 
fired me to conclude with the Mektoub- 
tehi e, whom I found employed about 
lope urgent diſpatches, and. was Wait- 


ing 


« 6 of State. 
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ing his leiſure on a ſopha; when a Chek * 
of Mecca came and ſat down by me, 
He was one of thoſe fanatics, who, from 
being born in their Holy Land, think 
themſelves ſuperior beings; brave the 
temporal powers, pteſtitute the name of 
God, affect to deſpiſe riches; and are 
molt inſolent beggars. I had frequent - 
ly ſeen this fame man force the Viſir's 
gate, come and ſeat himſelf by him, and 
there remain until he received a piece of 
gold, the only method of getting rid of 
him. This was what he was how ex» 
pecting, with an air of the mũſt conſum- 
mate inſolence; but the Mektoubrehi, 
who was not difpoſed to that condeſcen- 
ſion, entered, before him, into the vari- 
ous particulars of the new eſtabliſhment, 
and converſed with me, in his preſence, 
on the various objects relative to my o- 
ther undertakings. The Chek, atten- 
tive to this diſcourſe, looked at me with 
aſtnoniſhment, and ſeemed to find a dif- 
ficulty in reconciling my dreſs with the 
n appeared to exerciſe. The 
3 Mek- 
A ſort of Arabian Princes, deſcended from 
Mabomet, who ſerve the Holy Moſque, aſſume a 


licenſe for every ſpecies of infolence, and beg from 
the Grandees. | 
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Mektoubtchi, however, ſent for by the 
Viſir, defires me to ſtay till his return, 
and leaves. me, with the Chek, and a 
Secretary, who was buſy writing in a 
corner of the apartment. The ſilence 
we all three obſerved for ſome time, was 
interrupted by the Emir, for the green 
turban of the Chek marked his canſan- 
guinity with the Prophet. © Since you 
employ yourſelf,” ſays he to me, in 
ſerving the true faith, why don't you em- 
brace it, and abjure the errors from which 
the moſt meritorious aQions cannot ab- 
ſolve you ?”-Scarcely had he finiſhed this 
ſhort apoſtolic harangue, before, the Se- 
cretary, letting his pen drop from his 
hand, threatened him to go immedi- 
ately and give an account of his inſo- 
lence to the Viſir, that he might be dri- 
ven from the Porte. But, interrupting 
Secretary, 1 deſired him to be calm, 
and let me reply to the Chek, who ſeem- 
ed already a little diſconcerted by this re- 
primand. It is very natural,“ ſaid l, 
to this canting Muſſulman, that you 
ſhould avail yourſelf of every opportuni- 
ty of propagating your faith, and I thank 
you for ſuppoſing me worthy your atten- 
| tion; 
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tion; but I know a miſſion much more 
intereſting for your zeal ; which is, the 
converſion of a multitude of Greenbeads, 
who, like yourſelf, are kinſmen of the 
Prophet, and as indifferent about his 
laws. Go, and convert them, and when 
you have completed this arduous taſk; 
come to me, and I will then tell you 
what I ſhall do.” The Secretary burſt- 
ing out a laughing, the' poor Chek was 
covered with confuſion ; he went off, and 

the ſervants, who always liſten at the 
doors, in ſhewing him out, aſked him 
if he was going to convert the Greenbeads. 
The Porte was ſoon informed of this ſar- 
caſm, and the unfortunate Chek no lon- 
ger ventured to ſhow himſelf there. The 
Mektoubtchi, on his return, hearing of 
this ſcene, made many apologies, laugh- 
ed heartily at the cataſtrophe, and expe- ' 
dited the neceflary orders for the cſta- 
bliſhment of the ſchool. 

This inſtitution, peculiarly deſtined 
for the ſea-ſervice, was held at the Arſe- 
nal; but no perſon could be admitted 
but ſuch as could be of immediate ſer- 
vice; ſo that I had no tricks to fear from 
my ſcholars, who were many of them 

H 4 captains” 
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captains of ſhips, with white beards, and 
all of them advanced in life. I dictated 
the leſſons every day in the Turkiſh lan- 
ge, each ſcholar wrote it out in his 
copy-book, and I choſe one of them to 
repeat it to the others the next day. 
By this method of fixing the attention of 
my ſcholars, they made the moſt rapid 
progreſs ; at the end of three months, 
they were able to make a practical appli · 
cation of the four problems of Plane 
Trigonometry ; and this was the extent 
of the education I propoſed to give them. 
Nothing was at that time wanting but. 
field engineers, and ſeamen able to take 
the height of the ſun, make obſeryations, 
and Ni the ſhip's reckoning, which was 
enough, ſurely, for ſcholars of ſixty years 
of age. I had ſettled ĩt with Sultan Muſ- 
tapha, that this cheory ſhould be incul- 
cated by practice, and that two armed 
frigates ſhould perform their evolutions, 
under his owa obſervations, i in the chan- 
nel 


The method of mak. i ing fcholars become pro- 
ſeſſors for one another, might be very ſucceſsfully 
employed in all ſchools; Nothivg is learnt well 
that one cannot demonſtrate ; to add, therefore, 
the motive of vanity to application, is wakiog ſure- 
of inftruction. | 
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nel that ſeparates Conſtantinople and 
Prince's Iſland “. It was neceſſary to 
conſtruct the veſſels on the beſt princi- 
ples : I readily furniſhed the plans they 
defired of me, of Which they only adopt- 
ed, however, the ornaments of the ſterns. 
The proportions by which I propoſed” to 
lower the decks, were rejeRted;, on ac- 
count of the height of the turbans; and 
thoſe alſo by which I would have added 
to the height of the maſts, from no other | 
reaſon, than that when the veſſel lay on 
her fide, it would be inconvenient for 
the crew. It was at the Arſenal, —it 
was to myſelf, that theſe difficulties were 
ſtarted; but I can neither doubt the 
truth of theſe abſurdities, nor tnforce 
belief. The veſſel La Ferme, given by 
the Court of France to the Grand Signi - 
or, could not induce them to alter the 
mode of conſtructing the tiller of their 
helm; for the power of the deſpot, 
which can annihilate every thing, is not 

A 24104: able 


| ® This project, which could only be carried into 
execution after ſome months education, was laid 
afide after the death of Muſtapha, whoſe activity 
alone could inſpire energy into the minds of a ſet of 
Miniſters, corrupted from the very nature of the 


| government. 
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able to produce a reformation. We 
have already ſeen, that the inſtitution of 
the new foundery had not deſtroyed the 
old one; the funds deſigned for the ar- 
tillery were diverted to that object; and 
it was with gear difficulty that the ne- 
ceſſary ſums could be procured for a 
work of acknowledged ſuperior utility. 
Ahe corps of geometricians were in 
poſſeſſion of Crown lands; the new ſchool 
had no encouragement; and of all the 
new eſtabliſnments, the corps of the Su- 
ratchis alone, which is founded in per- 
petuiry, enjoyed a revenue aſſigned for 
its ſupport ; but I have already obſerved, 
that the revenue proceeded from the pro- 
fit of a ſet of ſubaltern knaves in office, 
who, doubtleſs, had not ſufficient credit 
to ſecure the fruits of their depredations. 

The abuſes exiſting in the adminiſtra- 
tion of the navy, more powerfully ſhel- 
tered, were very difficult of attack. The 
enormous expences, however, which ap- 
peared on the accounts for maſting the 
ſhips, for want of aproper machine, which 
] had often ſpoken of, induced the go- 
verument to defire me to give directions 
for conſtructing one. Its ſite was to be 


near 
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near the careening place, and the Super. 
intendant of the Navy had orders to fur- 
niſh me with the neeeſſary timber. 1 
lodged my carpenter in a convenient hut, 
and I fixed on 120 feet for its height. 
The badneſs of the bottom obliging me 
to lay che foundation on piles, and as on 
this part of the work depended the ſoli- 
dity of the whole machine, I paid the 
utmoſt attention to it. The Admiral, 
however, ſound fault with me for tipping 
the piles with iron: —“ That is,“ ſaid 
he, ** throwing the Grand Signior's mo- 
ney into the ſea.” He accuſed me, alſo, 
of making too many of them ; but his 
Highneſs did not think proper to ſacri- 

fice the ſolidity of a work, left entirely to 
my direction, for ſo trifling an article of 
economy. "A 
The Porte was continually giving me 
hopes of granting ſome certain eſtabliſh- 
ment for the mathematical ſcholars, _ 
without which, it was not to be expect- 
ed they would devote themſelves to 
that ſtudy; but nothing was done, and 
the young people began to be tired of 
working at their own expence, and with- 
out any proſpect. I obtained, however, 
86 by 
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by my repreſentations in that reſpe@, 
through the channel of the Superinten- 
dant of the Mint, fome gold medals, 
with the Grand Stgnior's cypher on one 
fide, and on the reverſe, an infcriptions 
relative to the ſchool. Fhe Reis Effen- 
di had orders to aſſiſt at the firſt exami- 
nation, to diſtribute the medals to ſuch 
as I ſhould point out, with a permiſſion 
to wear them ſuſpended by a gold chain, 
and to add the moſt poſitive aſſurances 
of promotion.—Their aſſiduity was re- 
doubled, and I very foon had a ſcholar 
fit to join the army, which, ſtill eontinu- 
ing at Bababdag, promiſed as inactive a 
campaign as the preceding ones. We 
were ſo accuſtomed, in fact, to this in- 
activity, that I never aſked the Mini- 
niſters · any queſtions reſpecting military 
eperations. One would imagine, alſo, 
that totally. taken: up, as I was, with my: 
work at the atſenals and ſchools, Ilſhould 
have been the laſt. perſon to be interro- 
gated with reſpect to what was paſſing; 
at the army- The Viſir, however, aſk- 
ed me very feriouſſy one day, If the Ot- 
Joman army was numerow. It is to you 
1 ſhould addreſs. myſelf for that infor- 


mation, 
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mation,” ſaid I, *© were I curious to 
know.” —“ J am ignorant of it, an- 
fwered he, Then how ſhall I know any 
thing of the matter? - BY xEADING THE 
Viewna GazerTe, replied he. F was 
truck dumb. Such repeated proofs of 
ignorance and abfurdity united, could not 
de balanced by the growing underſtand- 
ing of Muſtapha; and it was ſtil more 
unfortunate” for the empire, that this 
Prince's health, which was very precari- 
ous, and preſerved by exerciſe alone, at 
length gave way, and he died, leaving 
the throne to his brother, the ſole re- 
maining child of Achmet, and who, 
fhur vp ſince the death of his father, 
united to a very gentle character, Eatu- 
rally fond of eaſe, the neceſſity of en- 
joying it on the throne, after a liſe of forty 
years ſpent in fear and ſolitude, His 
firſt employment was'to examine his own 
Palace, to which he was an utter ſtran- 
ger; to open all the coffers he ſaw; to 
diſtribute to thoſe who were with him, 
every thing the moſt valuable; and the 
ſudden revolution he experienced in the 
ſtate of his bodily power, threatened, 
ſos more than a year, to affect the moſt 

eſſential 
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eſſential concern of all the Oriental Prin- 
ces who ſeem deſt ined, by their own deſ- 
potiſm, to no other object than the pro- 
pagation of deſpots. 1 
We have already ſeen the ceremony of 
a coronation, and the acceſſion of Abdul 
Hamid [Servant of God] was followed 
by nothing remarkable, except his firſt 
edict, in which, after the uſual common- 
place expreſſions, he enjoins his Mini- 
ſters to protect the new eſtabliſhments of 
his predeceſſor. The ſame ſpirit that 
dictated this order, determined the Grand 
Signior the firſt time of his going out, to 
viſit the ſchool of artillery; and the 
Porte giving me notice to receive him at 
Kiathana, deſired me to amuſe him as I 
thought proper. The honours to be 
paid him were alſo left to my diſcretion. 
Anxious, therefore, to attract his atten- 
tion to the agility of the Suratchis, I or- 
dered a detachment of that corps to place 
itſelf, with only one piece, near to Kara- 
Agatche 4, there to ſalute Sultan Abdul- 
Hamid with one and twenty guns as ſoon 
as 


1 A Palace of the Grand Signior, at the en- 
l trance of the river of Kiathana, at the bottom of the 
harbour, ; 
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28 his boat appeared. This firſt trial 
had all the ſucceſs that could be deſired; 
and the Grand Signior, aſtoniſhed at che 
ſecond fire, made his rowers lie upon 
their oars 1, until the ſalute was finiſhed. 
This ſerved me as a ſignal to arrange the 
regiment in battle- array, two hundred 
paces before the kioſk where his High- 
neſs was to be; and as the ſmall pieces 
belonging to the ſchool were very near 
it, I placed a Tartar ſentinel there, who 
had ſerved in the Ruſſian army, and 
whoſe European diſcipline I knew would 
prevent him from quitting his poſt. The 
heavy artillery which I had pointed to- 
wards the butt, ſaluted the Grand Signior, 
when he was ſeated, with one and twen- 
ty guns, loaded with ſhort, and as I re- 
mained very near his kioſk, to be ready 
to receive his orders, I remarked, that 
this Prince, paying very little attention 
to the {kill of the antient gunners, was 
entirely taken up with the Suratchis; 
who ſtood immoveable with bayonets 
fixed * the fide of „ 


The 
+ A ſea phraſe for ſalpendiog the den of the 
oars ; which is only practiſed on ſalutes, to expreſs 


a ſenſe of the honour conferred by it, and never by 
the Sovereign, 
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The falute over, he makes a ſign to his 
Selictar and ſpeaks'to him; who imme- 
diately comes up to me, and requeſts of 
me, in the name of his maſter, the par- 
don of the criminal who was doing pe- 
nance, adding, that the firſt appearance 
- of the Sovereign, ſhould always an- 
nounce his clemency. | then approach- 
ed the Sultan, to affure him that this ſol- 
dier, who was a ſentinel, fo far from ſuf - 
fering puniſhment, was very fortunate in 
attracting for a moment, the attention and 
concern of his Emperor; but, it is enough, 
added I, that your Highneſs conceives 
him to be fuffering for me to relieve him 
ſrom his apparent reftraint F,”” and turn- 
ing tothe Tartar, I ordered him to re- 
join his colours. No, let him re- 
main,” ſays the Grand Signior,—* to 
deſire the pardon of a' man whom I 
thought guilty of ſome offence, is very 
different from diſpenſing with the rules 
you have eſtabliſhed ; far from wiſhing 
toinfringe them, I am come to apprehend, 
and to confirm them.” A fecond order 
replaces 
1 The Turks pretend that the word of the Grand 
$ignior is infallible ;—2 deſpot cannot be deceived. 


—It is for flaves to acknowledge that he OY 
phe aa 
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replaces the ſentinel in the fame immo- 
veable attitude. The Grand Signior then 
ordered me to begin the exerciſe, and 
whilſt I was at a diſtance, ordering the 
regiment to march; his Highneſs keep- 
ing his eyes fixed on the Tartar, gave 
fame ſequins to one of his pages to carry 
to that automaton. The page immedt- 
ately goes up to him, and ſhewing him 
the money: © See there,” ſays he, what 
the ſhadow of God, the King of Kings, 
and the aſylum of the world, ſends thee 3 
proſtrate thyſelf before him!” ** Put the 
ſequins on the carriage of that gun, t. 
plied the ſentinel without ſtirring, © and 
go away,” Ho wretch,” ſaid the 
Page, ** doeſt thou not tremble before the 
maſter of blood ? He beholds thee, 
he hears thee ;—prottrate thyſelf,” I ſay— 
© Do what 1 tell you, and be gone,” 
ſays the Tartar, interrupting him.—The 
page returns, and relates the tranſaction 
to his maſter, who now convinced that 
I] had deceived him, ſays to his Selictar: 
I told you that this wretch was vnder- 
going puniſhment; he dare not even re- 
ceive the money; however do not let us 


+ Que of the Grand Signior's titles. 


186 MEMOTRS OF THE 


ſay a word about it.” This prejudice 
had not time to take deep root, for the 
affair was ſcarcely finiſhed before the re- 
giment, taking poſſeſſion of the battery, 
relieved the Tartar, who did not forget 
his money, and diſplayed ſuch agility in 
the exerciſe, that he once more attract - 
ed the attention of Abdul-Hamid. This 
Prince appeared to take ſo much plea- 
ſure in the alertneſs of the gunners, that 
I was obliged to make them repeat their 
exerciſe ſeveral times the ſame day, and 
to ſatisfy him, as the laſt proof, 1 
made them fire a hundred and twenty 
cartridges, one at a time, in leſs than 
eight minutes. Different manucevres 
of the artillery, and ſome bombs fired at 
the butt, completed the buſineſs of the 
day, in which the Sovereign appeared to 
prefer military occupations to thoſe a- 
muſements to which from an impriſon- 
ment of forty years, he was more likely 
to give the preference. The reader, 
however, mult already have underſtood, 
that by a very extraordinary effect, Ab- 

dul Hamid, on his coming to the throne, 
had ſuddenly loft the rights of the Harem. 
The Turkiſh doctors, and the Europe- 


0. 
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an phyſicians, who were conſulted on 
this ſingular event, after inveſtigating 
the cauſe of it, adviſed his Highneſs to 
diſpel by amuſements- every thing that 
had the leaſt connection with it; thus to 
deſtroy the effect, by removing the 
cauſe of the diſorder. Frequent: excur- 
ſions, muſic, and buffooneries, entirely 
occupied the Prince, whilſt his favourites 
were wiſhing for the termination of a 
war that ſwallowed up immenſe ſums, 
which they thought they could employ 
to better purpoſe, and his Miniſters ſaw 
with trembliag, the moment approach, 
when the enemy would force them to te- 
ceive the moſt humiliating conditions. 

A ſimple boſtandgy, attached to Ab- 
dul-Hamid in his retirements, was be- 
come his favourite ſince his acceſſion to 


the throne. Accuſtomed to little inferior 


ſervices, low intrigue was his only ta- 
lent, to which he added, ſince he got 


into favour, an inſolence he had till then 
never been able to diſplay. The Viſir 
Caimakam was his firſt victim in whoſe 
place was ſubſtituted the celebrated Haſ- 
ſan Pacha, ſurnamed Kouyoudgy, ( The 
Maker of Nells) of whom I have fre- 

quently 
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quently ſpoken, and whoſe cruelty was 
unacquainted with any other methods of 
governing than thoſe of deſtruction: Ifed 
Bey, whoſe gentle and benevolent cha- 
racter 1 have already mentioned, was al- 
ſo removed from the Soperihrendente of 
the Mint, and appointed to the inferior 
office of Cheir-Emini. The firſt thing 
I did was to wait upon him, to teſtify my 
concern for this change; but my friend - 
ſhip was ſoon conſoled by the gratifica- 
tion of enjoying, with him, the pleaſures 
of his new ſituation : The poor and un- 
fortunate had foilowed him, and beſet 
the gate of his new dwelling ! an af- 
fecting circumſtance, which did too 
much honour to the diſplaced Miniſter, 
not to afford him ample recompence fot 
his diſgrace. The new Vifir, however, 
who was ſelected for his ſeverity of cha- 
racter, was willing to merit that reputa- 
tion by making the very court of his Pa- 
lace ſerve for the firſt execution after his 
coming into office; and it was with diffi- 
culty he could be perſuaded that ſome cir- 
cumſtances might poſſibly happen to 
thwart his arbitrary pleaſure. 


The 
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The overſeer of the founderies under 
my direction, was afraid alſo of falling a 
victim to his cruelty. Iſaw him arrive 
one day, later than the uſual hour; terror 
was painted on his countenance; his ſer- 
vants could ſcarcely, ſupport him. What 
is the matter with you? ſaid . 
« What accident can have brought you 
into your -preſent ſituation ?”"—* 1 am, 
undone !” , replied he; © the new Cai-. 
makam has juſt aſſured me, that if the 
fifty pieces of cannon you are preparing, 
are not on the way to. the army in two. 
days, which you know is impoſſible, he 
will take off my head: It is not in your 
power to ſave me; and. I pray God to 
avert even from yourſelf, a misfortune 
which would. for ever diſgrace. our em- 
pire.” The Naſir's * ideas were ſo diſ- 
turbed, that it was impoſſible, for. the 
preſent, to enter into any further diſcuſ- 

fion of the matter. I firſt tried to ſoothe 
him, and as ſoon as I ſaw him capable 


of liſtening to me, 1 aſked him, what. 
anſwer he had. given the Miniſter 21. IL 
took care, replied he, not to ſay one 
word to. him, for it would have been the 
5 last 


i Orerſeer. 
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laſt word of my life.” —* In that caſe,” 
ſaid I, © all is well; make yourſelf eaſy, 
and follow exaMly the directions I am 
about to give you: Go, this inſtant, and 
find him; humbly tell him, that you 
have been to deliver me his orders, which 
I received in ſuch a manner, as that you 
dare not repeat my anſwer to him; and 
that on your repeatedly urging me to 
carry them into execution, 1 anſwered 
you ſharply, that your buſineſs was only to 
pay the expences; and that with reſpect 
to all the reſt, it being the Miniſters 
duty to apply to me, T knew what anſwer 
I had to give him.“ There,” added I, 
c is a ſimple method of extricating your- 
ſelf from the affair; and I beg you will 
not be uneaſy on my account; I am glad 
of an opportunity of giving a little leſſon 
to your Maker of Wells.” It was with 
ſome difficulty, however, that I prevail- 
ed on Seid-Effendi, to adopt any mea- 
ſure that would again bring him into the 
preſence of the Cutter off. of Heads. Yet 
his very fears ought to have inſpired him 
with courage ; and 1 at length perſuaded 
him. On his return he informed me, that 
this attack had produced the deſired ef- 
fect 
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fect of diverting the anger of Muſtapha 
Pacha to me. The Overſeer, on being 
queſtioned reſpecting me, aſſured him, 
that I was as zealous for the intereſt of 
the Grand Signior, as untractable in 
every other point; and as I was, in fact, 
determined, vigorouſly to repulſe every 
improper proceeding, I found myſelf 
very ſoon engaged with the Caimakam. ' 
He ſent one of the Mekters 5, the next 
morning, to order me to come-to the 
Porte; and this Tchoadar, concluding, 
no doubt, from the tone of his maſter, ' 
that he was not very favourably diſpoſed 
towards me, thought he might take upon 
him to anticipate -his intentions, by ac-' 
coſting me in a familiar manner,—taking 
me by the arm, in executing his commil- 
ſion.— My firſt anſwer was a ſmart blow 
on his breaſt; and my firſt word, an or- 
der to turn him out of the Grand Signior's 
foundery, where he dared to come and 
„ | | -M- - 
5 Mekters— This word, which literally means 
-muſicians, is given to the Tchoadars, or footmen 
more particularly employed in the execution of ex- 
ternal commiſſions. They are attacked to the of- 
ice of the Viſirate: and the perquifites of this em- 


ployment are ſo lucrative, as to make them ſought 
after, | 
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inſult me. Already had the workmen, 
though Turks, run to turo the Viſir's. 
meſſenger to the door, when terrified at 
ſucha reception, proteſting his innocence, 
he politely defired me to come to the 
Porte, where his maſter had ordered him 
to conduct me. All Fcan do ſor you,” 
ſaid I to him, is to ſplit the difference 

with you: I forgive you what is paſt; 
go about your buſineſs, — and never ſet 


your foot here again. But be ſure you 
acqvuaint your maſter with the manner in 


which 1 received you, that he may re- 
commend more circumſpection, in fu- 
ture, to the perſons he may think proper 
to- ſend to me.” © I ſhall take good 
care, replied: the Tehoadar, not to 
ſay a word to him of that; he is not ſo 
tractable as his predeceſſors; and I ear - 
neſtly beg of you to come and ſpeak to 
him: - God knows what will become of 
me, if he ſees me return without you.“ 
c That is, however, what you muſt do,” 
ſaid I; *I am not in a humour to go to 
the Porte to-day ; — perhaps I may go to- 
morrow.” The Mekter, after exhauſt- 
ing his rhetoric, without being able to 
obtain a more ſatisfactory anſwer, with - 

drew. 
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drew. My Naſir, who was witneſs to 
the ſcene, aſked me, what I expected N 
would be the conſequence of this con- 


duct? © Your ſafety,” I replied; and 


my tranquillity; - Muſtapha- Pacha muſt 
be ſtunned to make him tractable: that 


is what I have undertaken, and I pro- 
miſe you, that I will render him as gentle 
to-morrow, as he ſhowed himſelf Bras | 
to you yeſterday.” ; 

went the next day to the Colimaleity 83 
but as our converſation was likely to be 
warm, I thought proper to take a third 
perſon with me, and I made choice of 
the Drogman of the Porte as my 'wit- 
neſs. I took the precaution - likewiſe, 
that I might have an interpreter to begin 
the converſation, without being obliged 
to enter directly into it myſelf, until I 
ſaw the proper moment. | Muftapha- 
Pacha's outſet was, as I had foreſeen, 
brutal and imperious ; and pris 
affected, whilſt he was ſpeaking, to 
look about me on every fide but towards 
him, he aſked the Drogman if I did not 
underſtand Turkiſh. He replied in the 
affirmat ive. Why does he not anſwer. 
me, then ?” reſumed the Viſir. Be- 

Vos. Hl. en . 
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ſaid I, taking up the converſa- 
9 « I have never been accuſtomed to 
converſe, ſtanding, with your predeceſ - 
ſors; order the Maſter of the Ceremo- 
nies to be called ie will teach you the 
cyſtom you are unaequainted with. To 
ſave trouble, added I, 1 will teach 
you them myſelf,” Then advance, ſeat 
myſelf by him, and I begin 2a vague, 
general converſation on his journey and 
arrival. In the interim, coffee and pipes 
are brought; and after ſufficiently re- 
pulſing his various attempts to talk to me 
abavt the artillery, by interrupting him 
every moment with queſtions relative to 
the Court, I at length conſented to liſten 


do every thing he had to ſay to me on the 


ſubject, which he did in tolerably. mea- 
ſured language. Attributing the ahſo- 
lute ſtile he had aſſumed, to the preſ- 
ling orders ſent him from Babadag *,— 
* believe, faid I to him, that you 
have got the Grand Viſir's letter properly 
"oO to you $; but I muſt give you 

| a piece 


A town near the Balkan, where the Ottoman 


army had lain incamped three years! 


- $ Moufſtapha: Pacha, Caimakam, the ſo celebrated 
Haſſan-Pacha, could neither read nor write, 
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a piece of advice, no leſs neceffary to 
your tranquillity and mine, than to the 
good of the ſervice. The Grand Signior 
has intruſted to you the preſervation of 
good order, and the care of furniſhing 
the capital with provifions; he has in- 
truſted me with the management of every 
thing reſpecting the artillery, and the 
different military details: Let us then 
reſpectively do our duty; yo ought to | 
provide me with every neceſſary 1 in my 
department, and lay my demands and 
obſervations before your maſter, when I 
make uſe'of the channel of your office for 
that purpoſe. It was thus that your pre- 
deceſſors, men well informed, always 
conducted themſelves towards me: and 
further beg you, after their example, 
to grant ſoine favour to Seid- Effendi. 
The poor Naſir is ſo eaſily intimidated, 
that his fear would do you no great ho- 
nour. I could not help laughing,” added 
I, © at the fright you gave him the day 
before vefterday he thought he was un: 
done; but I gave him courage. Horing 
this hole harangue, the Caimakam kept 
looking at me with aftonifſhment: he 


complimented me on my facility in ſpeak- 
I 2 ing 
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ing the Turkiſh language; and as he 

imagined no doubt that no man could 
look at him without trembling, he exalt - 
ed my courage, and gueſſed that I was 
a military man; after which I took leave 
of him; but ſcaxcely had Iigot out of the 
apartment with my colleague, who was 
laughing in his nee ve at the little leſſon 
had juſt, been giving the Caimakam, be- 
fore. he was ſent ſor, to come back and 
ſpeak to him. This Frenchman ap- 
pears to be a bold fellow, but he talks a 
great deal. I do not think, however, 
replied the Drogman, that your Excel- 
lency has heard any thing eſcape him that 
is miſplaced.” ——** True, ſaid Muſta- 
pha, every ching he has ſaid is very clever, 
but once more I tell you, he talks a 
great deal.” - After this ſhort dialogue, 
which the interpreter. immediately re- 
lated to me, I haſtened to comſort my 
Naſir, and make him laugh at his * 
prehenſions. 

As ſoon as the train of artillery, and 
the detachment of the new. corps were 
ſent off to the army, I was employed to 
caſt the pieces for the new forts; and the 
Grand Signior defired me at the ſame 

time 
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time to ſuperintend; the conſtruction of- 
two ſmall pattern pieces, with which he 
intended to do homage at the tomb of 

the prophet. He had juſt appointed his 
tavourite to the dignity of Surre-Emini. 
His nomination to. this office, the duty 
of which is to conduct the Pilgrims to 
Mecca, and is. conſidered only as a lu- 
crative employment, proved to the pub- 
lic at once the decline of his favour, and 
the imprudent rapaciouſneſs of the fa- 
vourites. I waited upon him to deliver 
the offering L have mentioned, and I im- 
proved the opportunity to examine the 
different preſents, wich which he was 
going to do homage at Mecca; He 
firſt made me remarł the green and gold 
filk ſtuff, deſigned to. cover the tomb, 
the tiſſue of which is remarkable from its 
thickneſs; but it is more ſo, that the 
Republic of Venice ſhould have contract- 
ed the cuſtom of making this preſent to 
the Porte, on every freſh embaſſy, for 
which purpoſe the Venetians keep a loom 
conſtantly going: a cuſtom perhaps re- 
3 ſembling too much a tribute 9. "Fun 


nn 13 YU a5 14 5 Wits 14219-9284 this 
"Fc cannot be denied, in fad, that the ſole dif- 
ference between a tribute and a preſent, con ta in | 


the 
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«this I paſſed to other objects, more pro- 
per to amuſe children, than ſuited to the 
gravity of the occaſion ſor which they 
were deſigned. —They conſiſted of ſeve- 
ral pack ſaddles for camels, carrying 
little kioſks, within which were repre- 
ſented the uſeful arts, ſuch as plowing, 
harveſt work, mills, bakehouſes, &c.— 
Little flags enriched theſe different pic- 
tures, which were to lead the march of 
this holy caravan, 

Whilſt the l of the Gevourite 
made him behold with pleafure the mo- 
ment of his departure, Umer Effendi, 
Grand Treaſurer, who had no occaſion to 
go and make his fortune at a diſtance, 
had hitherto known how to jinſure the 
enjoy ment of it, in ſpite of the enemies 
he bad made himſelf by his aſſuming 
manner. Their intrigues had always 
ow. toads to Wars 1 10 to ſome 

a ai it diſtant | 


the nberiy of giving. 'To eſtabliſh the * * of 
giving the ſame thing at Rated periods, is id fome 
degree to lay the foundation of a claim j this right 
acquires greater force hen applied to people whoſe 
cuſtoms are their only laws. The ſtudy of manners 
will always furniſh the firſt elements of politics, and 
to eſtabliſh ſuch cuſtoms, when one can deny the 
ſervitude, is not to underſtand politics. 
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diſtant employment, which he had always 
been artful enough to-avoid ; but it was 
reſerved to Kouyoudgi-Pacha to obviate 
every difficulty, Umer, at length, call- 
ed into his. preſence, and proclaimed go- 
vernor of a. province, pleaded in vain his 
dignity of the feather, in bar to his e- 
ceptance of rhe ſword ; the Viſir made 
him take off his head-dreſs, to afſuitie 
the turban of his preſent promotion, 


this violence, but he was ſoon obliged 
to ſubmit to this ſtrange manner of raiſ- 
ing a man to dignity. It was not long, 
however, before the Viſir himſelf became 
a victim to the want of prudence that re- 
gulated all his actions, and the com- 
plaints of the men of the law procured. 
his overthrow, and exile into Afia; 
where, a ſhort time after, Muſtapha- Pacha 
was placed in his proper ſphere, by the 
commiſſion he received to viſit the pro- 


The Treaſurer for ſome time combated. - 


vinces, and ſcour them of thoſe bands 


of robbers. which has enolcplied: with. 
the wars 


His ſocceſſor was in decor led 3 
who, after falling from an elevated, 10 
an inferior ſituation, was again ralſed to 

14 the 
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the higheſt dignity, when he leaſt ex- 
pected: and defired it. This was the 
more remarkable, as the poſt of Cheir- 
Emini, which he had held, had never, 
hitherto, been a ſtep to the Viſirate. 
The abſolute neceſſity there was of op- 
poſing firmneſs to violence, humanity to 
cruelty, mildneſs to brutality, and cir- 
cumſpection to imprudence, was per- 
haps the only motive that influenced 
- this choice. I went the third day after 
his inſtallation, to pay my compliments 
to the new Miniſter. He received me 
with the ſame air of friendſhip he had 
preſerved in his diſgrace. I was ſeated 
on the ſopha at the diſtance becoming 
the difference of ſituations; and as what 
I bad to ſay, was not proper to be com- 
municated to the croud who were ſtand- 
ing oppoſite to us, we mutually leaned 
to converſe in a low voice; this attitude 
becoming painful, he deſired me to ap- 
proach him; but obſerving a ſort of re- 
ſtraint in me, which had not before ſlruck 
him, he ſays to me aloud, © What, then, 
my frie nd] you are afraid to come near 
me? Then opening his pelice, and 
N td it on the ſopha, Get up,” 
| added 
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added he, and ſeat yourſelf on theſe 
furs that is your place; if you have 
forgat- it, it ĩs my duty to remember it. 
The multitude, who. always oben the im- 
pulſe chat is given them, eried out with 
enthuſiaſm, Long live. our dena. 5 
terd Dir , n Oer de . l 
— fthrpowes; — had 
been long on the tapis; were only retard- 
ed by the- perſonal fears of. the Grand 
Vir. The Porte preſſed him to con- 
clude it; but although he had no doubt 
of the deſign of the Porte to terminate 
the war on any terms, he could not but F 
be ſenſible that the blame of a .diſgrace- _... WM 
ful peace recoiling only upon him, the | | 
forfeit of his life would follow the ſigna- = | 
ture of the treaty, Stopped by this | 
conſideratioa, he demanded powers from | 
the Porte, which were refuſed. him, un- g 
der the pretext of their inutility; but, 
in fact, ſcom the ſame motives that led 
him to demand them; and the Mini- 
ſters, . who thought of nothing but their 
on ſaſety, affected. to treat. the care he 
took of his, as a proof of puſillanimity. 
But his wife, at length, one of the ſiſ- 
ters of the Grand Signior, put an end to 
in, 1 this 
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this diſcuſſon. This | Sultana wrote to 
her huſband, that he might ſign every 
thing with impunity ;- and her huſband, 
ho was very old, tis true; died after 
having _ che N inn 
the army ef * enk 
Iſed-Pacha, whe 60 then had "ey 
borne the title of Caimakam, received 
with the ſeals; that of Grand Viſit; and 
the Turkiſh: government once more con- 
centered in the capital, ſoon returned to 
its ancient errors. The eſtabliſhments 1 
had formed; however, were ſtil} conti- 
nued ; but the founderies, the artillery 
ſchool, and the ſchool of mathematics, 
affording no farther ſcope for my activity 
than that of purſuing the ſame objects 
without the hopes of, extending them, I 
refolved to return to France; without 
informing the Porte, however, of my in- 
- tention of abandoning them, which they 
were far from ſeeming to deſire, for 1 
was even deſired to appoint Vere __ he 
different eſtabliſhments. ' © 
The Grand Signior, on my e 
leave, cloathed me with a very elegant 
pelice of ſable; but 1 ſoon received a 
farewell with which I was much more 
affected. 


f # 
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affected. The veſſel which was to carry 
me to Smyrna, where I was to embark 
on board one of the King's frigates, had 
already weighed anchor, and ſet her ſails, 
when ſeveral boats came aboard ds. I 
then ſaw myſelf ſarrounded by all my p̃u- 
pils, each of them with a book or an in- 
ſtrument in his hand :—* Before you 
quit us, ſaid they, with tendernets; 
give us at leaſt a laſt leſſon: it will be 
more deeply engraveri on our m̃emories 
than all the reſt. One opened his book 
to explain the ſquare of the hypothenuſe; 
another, with a long beard, ſet his qua- 
drant to take the altitude; a third; aſks 
ed me queſtions on the quarter of redue- 
tiotr ; and all of theſe accompavied me 
vpwdrds fe lese to ſda, where W 


ſeparated with a tenderneſs the : nore afs 


fecting, as the Turks are rarely ſuſcepti- 
ble of it ; and I was YN ns 
prepared n 14. 1 9 
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FouRrTH PART. 


FTER making my A on 
N the character, the manners, and 
government of the Turks in the capital 
of their vaſt empire, I had ſtill to viſit 
the diſtant provinces, to examine the 
different people they contain, to trace 
out thoſe ſhades of deſpotiſm which are 


naturally. ene by the diſtance of 
the deſpot. 


The abuſes introduced into the differ- 
ent commercial eſtabliſhments of France 
in the Levant, ariſing more from the 
contrariety of the laws themſelves, ' than 
from neglect of the regulations, deter- 
mined the government to order a gene- 
ral inſpection of them, and I was en- 
truſted with this commiſſion. | 

The King's frigate L'Atalante, com- 
manded by the Baron de Durfort, re- 
ceived orders to get ready, to conduct 
me in this tour; and M. le Comte, and 
Madame la Comteſſe de Teſſé; M. le 
Duc d'Ayen, and le Comte de Meun, 
who were firſt to be conveyed to Sicily 


by 
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by the ſame frigate, being arrived at 
Toulon, we ſet fail the ad of May, 
1777. Off Cape Corſe we fell in with 

| ſettled eaſterly winds, which determin- 
ed M. de Durfort to put into Genoa, 
from whence, after a few days, he put 
to ſea, and landed the per at their 
place of deſtination. 
- From thence we failed to Malta, where 
1 had a commiſſion to execute with the 
Grand Maſter ; and we at length arrived 
at the Iſle of Candia, hers 1 began my 
inſpection. 
I his iſland, the ancient Ses which 
in ſome degree ſeparates the Archipela- 
go from the Mediterranean, is formed 
by a long chain of mountains, running 
from Weſt to Eaſt, which may be con- 
fidered as a continuation of that which 
forms the North of the Adriatic, traverſes 
the Morea, and joins Mount Tales 
in Coromania. rar 4553 10 ˙˙¹ A 4 
The iſland of Crete, e by the 
poets of the moſt remote antiquity, till 


preſents to the curious traveller its fa- 
mous labyrinth. It lays claim, too, to 


the ee of the true Mane n 
. | 2 
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pus, Which is diſpuscd wich it by the 
two coaſts of Europe and of Aab. 
The pious fictions, common to every 
age, have ſubſtituted for theſe ancient 
monuments of Paganiſm, the Grotto of 
St. Margaret, more worthy, certainly, 
of the veneration of the. modern Greeks, 
and ſtill more calculated to atiract the 
attention of the natural philoſopher 5. 
The mountains on the ſouth fide. are. ſo 
near the ſea, as to render this ifland. al- 
moſt inacceſſible. towards the Mediter- 
ranean, which gives all the advantages 
of culture, of which a bad ſoil is ſuſcep- 
tible, to the north fide of the land ; 
and the inhabitants are indebted. to the 
beauty of the climate alone for thoſe rich 
productions, the _— 1 cor n, 
it 10110 er An | 122 of 


* There are two 1 * mountains of "2 name of 
Ofympus; the one id Afia-Mitiof, at the foot 
of which is ſituated the famous City of Pruſa: the 
other, in Karope, in the Gulph of the ancient 
Theſlalonica. The. latter, near which is à little 
valley, fill called the Valley of Tempe, would 
— 2 have the beff aſcertained pretenfions ; bat 
it is iurpoſſible ro decide from the apprarance of 
theſe different mountains. 

F This grotto is very remarkable from the. 
quality of its ſtalactites, and the variety it offers. 
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of which they are deſtitute. Oils are 


and the making of ſoap, their chief 
branch of iaduftry.. That art is brought 
to ſo little perfection, that notwithſtands 
ing the vicinity of the conſumer, we 
export from thence the greateſt quaarity 
of theſe oils, for the ſoap · houſes at Mar- 
ſeilles, and ſell parr of them at Conſtan- 
tinople. The wild olive trres which I 
have found on the eaſtern, uninhabited 
part of the iſland, prove them to be na. 
tives, as well as the laure) -rofe, which 
ſhades, and gives à colour to all the 
vallies, caufing a vapour, which is ſaid 
to be fatal to fach às are ſurpriſed by 
fieep.' The '' country” is covered wich 
orange and lemon trees, the fruit of 
which is preferable to thoſe of: Malta, 
and of Portugal. The Muche Mucbe, of 
the apricot kind, and of the ſize of the 
Mirabell plomb, but more delicious - 
than the belt: fruits of the fame kind, 
feems to be peculiar to the ſoib of Can» 
dia; which produces the __ NN 

plants. Eta et 
This iſland, long keld-by the Veneti- 
ans, conquered from that Republic by 
2 
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others, under the title of Ser aſkier, and 
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Sultan Soliman, who: ſucceſſively ſtrip- 
ped her of her principal poſſeſſions, pre- 
ſerves thoſe fortreſſes which were unable 
to defend it, and which ſtill, at this day, 
ſerve only as places of refuge for the 
oppreſſors, without being able to reſiſt 
the feebleſt foreign attack. It is in the 


defiles, and amongſt the barren moun- 


tains, therefore, that the inhabitants, 

to preſerve their plunder, contend, ſue - 
ceſsfully, for: an. independence. nevet 
enjoyed by the cultivator, _ | 

The three towns of Candia, 8 
and Retimo, are the ſeat of govern+ 
ment of the three Pachalicks, into which 
the Ottoman government has divided 
this iſland. The firſt commands the two 


all the three ſtrive who ſhall the moſt har- 
raſs this unhappy country. The Turkiſh 
ſoldiery, with whom the Candiot Greeks 
are connected by: frequent marriages, 
aſter the manner of Kapin I; have oſten put 
a ſtop to itheſe extortions by revolting a- 
gainſt the ilignified extortionets; but theſe 
ſame Greeks almoſt always avail ;them- 


ſelves of their kindred with the Janiſſaries, 
5. $1. MT 8 0 
912i , _ 
11 l an — 4 of this fort of i mar- 
nage in the fri part of theſe Memoirs, | 
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to become in their turn ſubordinate, 
and more dangerous perſecutors of their 
neighbours, as they never fail to eſcape 
with impunity. 

Whilſt this en of oppbeiin 
and anarchy maintains diſorder on all 
the northern coaſt, a ſociety of robbers, 
inhabitants of the mountains, preſerves 
order amongſt its members, —defends 
itſelf againſt all oppreſſion, and covers 
the ſea with pirates. This ſort of Re- 
public had for allies, the Maniots, their 
neighbours; they furniſh each other with 
mutual ſuccours; and the weakneſs of 
the Turks leaves humanity to groan un- 
der the depredation of this banditti. 

The height of the mountains, which 
a the length of Candia, the ſteri- 
lity of ſome, and the nature of the ve- 
getables which cover the others, are 
amongſt the leaſt ſtriking marks of the 
minerals they contain. Every obje& 
teſtifies alike, extinguiſhed volcanos ; 
many of the mountains have their cra- 
ters, and I found near Cape Solomon“, 

A ſmall 


This is fituated at the eaſternmoſt point of the 
iſland, and forms, with Cape Sidera, the ifland 
of 
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a ſmall iſland of white marble, partly 
r= by a bed of lava. 

After our departure from the Canea, 
the frigate anchored under this iſland, 
from whence we failed in the beginning 
of June for Alexandria, The winds 
which at that ſeaſon are trade winds, 
from weſt and north, without ever raiſ- 
ing the ſea, enable the mariner to cal - 
culate the moment of his arrival in 
Egypt. In the courſe of this navigati- 
on 1 obſerved, that a vapour carried 
before us by the wind, which reſiſted 
the attraction of the ſun; and became 
thicker every day, did not form itſelf into 
watery clouds until we approached the 
coaſt of Egypt, which was announced to 
us by Pompey's Pillar, before we diſ- 
covered the land. We ſoon perceived, 
en. h Tower of Pharos s/ and 
M12 10 1 4 after 


of Morenna, aad five ſmaller iſlands, the akin 
age of Paleo Caſtro; in Greek, Old Caſtle. 
During the war before the laſt, an Engliſh priva- 
feer, which had taken poſſeſſion of this tation, had 
placed centries, who gave fignals when our veſſels 


appeared, to the ſouthward and northward, very 
mack 1 our ade. | 


— 
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after doubling the Diamond 9, the frigate 
anchored in the new harbour of Alexan- 
dria. I diſpatched the fame day an ex- 
preſs to the Conſul at Cairo, to acquaint 
him with my arrival, and to demand 
from the government the neceffary affiſt- 
ance to mount the Nile, up to the ca- 
pital. The Vice- Conſul of Cairo, ac- 
companied by four merchants, and an 
Aga of the Mamalukes, arrived the roth 
of June, in the morning, at Roſetta, 


where they left the boats which brought 
them, and which were ſent by the Chek 
Elbelet, to convey me to Cairo. The 
miſunderſtanding which was Juſt begin · 
Is enn gs between $05 hte 
| and, 


0 A n able Mie 
ſom the geist of the land on which the Pharos is 


built, and which ſeparates. the twa harbours of 
Alexandria. 


+ The wenty- four provinces into which Egypt 
is divided. are governed by as many Beys, the 
chief of whom commands particularly at Cairo, 
with the title of Chek Elbelet, Prince of the 
Country; the whole four and tweoty farm the 
Divan, where a Picha wichithree tails prefides' in 
the name of the Grand Signor. The reader Wil 
find in the following detail, a picture of this ty- 
randical government, in its origin, become: ftill 


more monſtrous fince, as it hae 2 more 
feeble. „b 
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and, above all, the departure of Mu- 
rad , who with ſome troops, had juſt 
quitted the capital, under the pretence 
of reducing the Arabs. of Charkia, but 
really with the intention of oppreſſing 
Egypt, rendered this precaution neceſ- 
ſary for my fafety. We ſet out for Ro- 
ſetta on the evening of the i 2th, to avoid 
the great heat, during. our journey of 
twelve leagues, Our little caravan, 
mounted on mules, conſiſted of thirty 
perſons, and we ſtopped half way at 
Maadia. This reſting place for travel- 
lers, is built on a ſoil formerly culti- 
vated, but long ſince abandoned to the 
overflowings of the ſea, to the barren- 
neſs occaſioned by theſe inundations, 
and the depredations of the Arabs. We 
left this place after a few hours repoſe, 
and diſcovered at break of day the tops 
of the palm-trees, and of the Minarets 
of . Roſetta. After paſſing this place, 
and reaching the banks of the Nile, on 
which it is fituated, we enjoyed the 
aſtoniſhing proſpe& which the Delta 
—_—_ from the: police ſhore. a1 
4 IT em- 
706 One of (he enter bee, and he, 
* at that time, appeared to have the prepon · 


— 
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4 embarked that evening in the ſe- 
lucca belonging to the Chek Elbelet, 
with the perſons who accompanied me. 
This veſſel, whoſe ſtern: was covered 
with a great tilt, contained a bed-cham-' 
ber, and a hall - furniſhed with ſophas. 
Another boat, which attended us for 
the kitchen, and the ſervants, lay along · 
ſide, of us during meal- time; and by 
means of the winds, which repel the 
waters of the Nile, we mounted that 
river, under fail to Cairo, where we 
arrived the third day, in the evening. 
A Janiflary ia the train of the Conſul, 
| who was ſtationed as a centinel, in a 
boat below Boulak Þ made us diſembark 
at the place where our mules were to 
meet us, from whence we arrived . 
dark at the Conſul's. Mo 
Iſed Pacha, the Gai Signior a 
mer favourite, of whom I have already 
ſpoken, was then Pacha of Cairo: 
Apprized of my arrival, he ſent to pay 
me his compliments the next day, and 
the Chek ** . me the ſame 


4 64 {lob politeneſs, 


FTE lies on the Nile, which fies u a 
landing-place for the capital, and may be looked 
upon as one of its ſaburbs, . 
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politeneſs, with a requeſt to come to 
ſee him as ſoon a8 poſſible. I did not, 
at firſt, ſee into the motive of this ear- 
neſtneſa, but returned him for anſwer, 
t That aware as I was of his influence 
in Egypt, I ſtill thought it my duty to 
acknowledge, at leaſt in appearance, 
the Grand Signior's mn; in the 
perſon of his Pacha.“ The Bey who 
commanded, gave orders to his Grand 
Equerry, and the officers of the police, 
to haſten the ee re "ny vIM w 
the. Governor. UF 4" 5 
The Conſul had formed: W 65 we 
ing, that the Chek Elbelet, hearing of 
my approach, and preſuming that 1 
would diſembark by daylight, had diſ- 
poſed a great number of officers and 
Suratchis to prepare a public entry for 
me, ſo much the more diſtinguiſhed, as 
that notwithſtanding the right of being 
mounted on horſeback peculiarly appro- 
priated to the Beys and the Grandees of 


the empire, ſeven horſes were prepared 
ag the perſons who accompanied 
The care I took to arrive late, 

a delayed this ceremanial, which. 
was obliged to ſuffer, until my arrival 
at 
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at the caſtle of Cairo, where the Pacha, 
who repreſents the perſon of his Sove= 
reign, is unifarmly kept 'a prifoner by 
the Beys. Such was the curioſity of the. 
people, that notwithſtanding their fear 
of the two ranks of Suratchis, "who, 
preceded me, the people crouded to ſee 
the proceſſion ; and the blow beſtowed 
wantonly on them by the ſoldiery, by 
way of amuſement, did not prevent them 
from waiting for my return at the pate 
of the caſtle. I there found the Pacha 
ſurrounded by all the pomp of the Vi- 
firate, and he received me with the 
ſame ceremonies which are in uſe at 
Conſtantinople; but our former inti- 
macy inducing us to wiſh for a fte-&- 
tie, he ſent away the croud which 
filled the hall of the Divan; and the 
confidence he repoſed in me reſpecting 
the fermentation then ſubſiſting are 
the Beys, (a ſure preſage of a revolu- 


tion) explained to me the anxiety of the 
Chek Elbelet to finiſh his ceremonial 


with me. He had not time, however, 
to receive me; for I had ſcarcely reach- 
ed home in the ſame order of proceſſion, 
before the 1 party, breaking forth 
into 
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into violence, the reigning Beys thought 
only of getting poſſeſſion of the fortreſs. 
This manceuvre, more political than 


military, gives to thoſe who can ſucceed 
in it, the diſpoſal of the Grand Sig- 


nior's orders, which they compel the 
Pacha to iſſue with their piſtols at bis 
head. A firman accordingly, very ſoon 
appeared, ordering the revolters into 
baniſbment; whilſt they, deſpiſing theſe 
vain formalities, by firing at their ene- 


| mies, compelled them, after a few days 


popping, which made-more noiſe than 
it did execution, to fly into Upper 


Egypt. 
Some Mamalukes of the victorious 


party, raiſed to the dignity of Beys, re- 
placed the fugitives; and the govern- 


ment apparently reſtored to tranquillity, 
vent to Gila to paſs ſome days there, 
and viſit the pyramids, which are only 
four leagues from it. 

_ The ſoil of Egypt, i its commerce, and 
government, and its ancient monuments, 
which muſt be conſidered as the moſt re- 
mote annals of the world, are objects re- 
ſpectively too intereſting to be confound- 
ed with the narrative of my voyage; and 

I ſhall 
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] ſhall reſerve theſe particulars to place 
them in one diſtinct point of view, © 
The Arabs, who were to conduct us to 

the pyramids, made us ſet out at mid- 
night, and we arrived at theſe enormous 
maſſes of ſtone at day-break, The firſt 
thing the perſons who accompanied me' 
did, was to penetrate into them; but 
being myſelf leſs curious to viſit what is 
ſufficiently known by the plans given us 
by Mr. Maillet, and other travellers, who 
are all agreed, I availed myſelf of the- 
little time I had to make my obſervati- 
ons, in ſuch reſearches as appeared to 
me to have been hitherto negleCted. ' © 

In approaching the Sphynx, which L 
ſhall ſpeak of in another place, the Arabs 
made me remark an opening, made by 
one of the Beys of Egypt, to clear it from 
the ſand under which it was buried to a 
certain depth, adding, that the impiety 
of ſuch a work as penetrating into the 
aſylum of the dead, ſoon met with its 
puniſhment, and that this Bey loſt his 
life in the laſt revolution. Theſe very 
Arabs, however, who pretend to be ſo 
ſcrupulous, made a daily traffic of the 
mummies, and were in very good 

Vol. III. * health; 
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healch; but this enterpriſe of the Bey 
would probably have hurt their trade, 
and every trader aſpires at a monopoly. 
On my return to Giſa, where I had al- 
ready employed myſelf in making draw- 
ings of the Iſle of Rhoda, of the Nilo- 
meter, and of Old Cairo, ſituated 
oppoſite, I accepted of the offer made 
me by a Coptic merchant, of his houſe, 
on the oppoſite ſhore, from whence I 
might take a drawing of Giſa and the 
Pyramids. Whilſt I was thus employed, 
a group of horſemen paſs full gallop un- 
der our windows, followed by other bo- 
dies of cavalry, piſtol-ſhot are heard on 
every ſide; the tumult increaſes, —the 
maſter of the houſe barricadoes his door, 
A — and we ſoon heard from the Janiſſary 
who accompanicd us, that the flames of 
the revolution, which had lain hid for 
ſome days, had broke forth that morn- 
ing by the aſſaſſination of three Beys, 
and that a fourth, to avoid the ſame fate, 
was flying with the remains of his party, 
to join his adherents. in Upper Egypt, 
where the victorious party were much in- 
tereſted to prevent their junction. We 
ſaw at the ſame time a large armed feluc- 
ca 
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ca take her ſtation in the middle of the 
Nile, and interrupt the navigation, to 
cut off the retreat of the fugitives into 
Lybia, ſo to eſcape” the proſcription. 

Being hitherto a ſtranger to the cauſe of 
this quarrel, 1 finiſhed my drawing, and 
the tumult appearing to be calmed, 1 
went on baard, to return to Giſa, not 
thinking of any obſtacle ; but ſcarcely 
had our boatmen given a few ſtrokes with | 
their bars, when about twenty Mama- 
tukes on horſeback arriving full ſpeed, 
preſent their pieces at us, and threaten to 
fire on us, unleſs we return inſtantly to 
ſhore, which accordingly we did. We 
were then informed that one of the Beys 
was at Old Cairo, for the purpoſe of 
ſtopping the paſſage of the Nile; I in 
vain objected that this order could not 
affect me, and as I could receive no 0+ 
ther anſwer from theſe men than the end 
of the carbines, I ſent a merchant who 
was with me, to enter into a direct diſ- 
cuſſion of this matter with the Bey, who 
they told us was fitting at the corner of 
a ſtreet at a ſmall diſtance from us. ' He 
appeared very much aſtoniſhed at hear- 
ing that 1 was at Cairo; and when he 
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| knew that L was come there to draw, he 
very ſenſibly objected to the improper mo- 
ment had taken; but my ambaſſador re- 
plying with as much. propriety at leaſt, 
that it was impoſſible for me to foreſee 
that they would think proper to cut each 
others throats that morning; he at length 
obtained, with ſome apologies. for what 
had paſſed, the permiſſion to continue 
my journey. During this interval, one 
of the Prince's officers, ſtole our pipes, 
and inſiſted alſo on embarking with us, 
under the pretence of guarding us 
againft inſults, but really. with the in- 
tention of extorting money for this pre- 
tended ſervice; on my arrival at Giſa, I 
immediately prepared for my return to 
Alexandria. | 
The Nile, which I had obſerved to 
ſwell, was got to the, height, required 
for the opening of Trajan's canal. The 
public criers appointed to announce to 
the people the daily. increaſe of the river, 
had juſt proclaimed the feaſt of the Ar- 
rouſſee, (the fealt. of the new bridge); 
but notwithſtanding the preparations. for 
it, and the meaſures taken to purſue the 
fugitives, l obtained from the Chek El- 
belet 
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belet the means of returning to Alexan- 
dria, and I re- imbarked on board the 
ſame boats which had brought me, to 
reſume a navigation become more agree 
able, from the elevation of the water, 
which now permitted us to behold the 
moſt populous, as well as the richeſt 
country in the univerfe. 
Eagerly deſirous of becoming acquai rhted: 
with every particular of ſo intereſting ah: 
aſſemblage, I had carefully collected 
every thing which might throw a light 
on the government,. population, man- 
ners, and commerce of the country, and 
their neceſfary connections with each 
other. The gaiety of the people on the 
borders of the Nile, inſpired me with 
the deſire of going amongſt them; but 
the ſight of the Mamalukes alone, who 
wanted to go on ſhore with me, would 
have ſoon put them to flight, had I not 
taken the precaution of making them 
remain on board, and of being accom- 
panicd only by Europeans. I have fre- 
quently enjoyed the pleaſure of colte&t- 
ing the inhabitants of the villages on the 
banks of the river, and of confirming 
from them the accuracy of the ideas 
| 3 
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had entertained, a picture of which I am 
now going to preſent. _ 
Egypt, ſituated in the caſtern angle of 
Africa, extends from the Mediterranean 
to Abyſſinia, comprehending in ſpace, 
from the 31ſt to the 23d degree of lati- 
tude, from the town of Suenna, near the 

tropic, below the cataracts of the Nile. 
This river, whoſe ſources are not well 
known“, after receiving all the rivers 
with which Abyſſinia, and Ethiopia are 
abundantly watered, deſcends 1 into Egypt, 
which 


A traveller-of the name of Bruce pretends, I 
am told, to have diſcovered them. I ſaw at Cairo 
the ſervant he took with him; the guide who con- 
ducted him; the companion of his journey. I tho- 
roughly aſcertained the fact, that he had no know- 
ledge whatever of this diſcovery ; in anſwer to which 
it can only be ſaid, that ſo learned a man as Mr. 
Bruce was not obliged to give an account of 
his obſervations to his valet. The pride of cele- 
brity is Joſt in a deſert ; the diſlindtion of maſter 
and ſervant diſappear before the wants which ſur- 
round them, mutually anxious, and compelled as 
they moſt be, to communicate together, and to 
afford each other mutual ſuccours, the ſtrongeſt 
alone muſt have the ſaperiority over his compani- 
ons; and the valet I am ſpeaking of, born in the 
country, had inconteſtably the beſt right of war- 
anting, even. to Mr. Bruce himſelf, a diſcovery 
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which it traverſes from South to North, 


until within four leagues below Cairo, 


where, dividing itſelf into two branches, 


it forms the iſland fo celebrated, and ſo 
well known by the name of the Delta. 
The plains on each fide of the Nile, 
bounded by higher lands, are alone fir 
for cultivation as far as the point of this 


iſland, called by the Egyptians, in Ara- 


bic, Batnel-Bacara, (The Cow's Belly); 
the river not being able to convey any 
further thofe treaſures with which its 
waters are known to cover the ſurface of 
the earth, by its inundations. 

The mountains which run along the 
Nile, at four leagues diſtance, oppoſite 


Cairo, are only a bed of rocks of forty 


or fifty feet high, which borders the 
plains of Lybia. This eminence follows 
the courſe of the Nile at a greater or leſs 
diſtance, and appears to be ſolely deſigned 


by Nature, to reſtrain the general inun- 


dation. The fide of Arabia, more hilly, 
belongs to the lands which border on the 
Red Sea, and already afſumes the charac- 
ter of ſolidity, generally to be obſerved 
on the coaſts of the ſea. Below Cairo, 
on a level with the fummit of the angle 

K 4 of 


224 MEMOIRS or THE 

of the Delta, the bed of rocks of Lybia, 
and the hills of Arabia, form an opening, 
and ſeparate towards the Eaſt and Weſt, 
Parallel with the Mediterranean. This 
great extent of country, ſtretching from 
the kingdom of Barca, as far as Gaza, 
1s red. or liable to be overflowed, 
by this river. This periodical inundati- 
on, in a country where it ſeldom or ne- 
ver rains, and which, from the burning 
heat of the ſun, and the nature of the 
ſoil itſelf, ſeems deſtined to an eternal 
ſterility and dryneſs, is, without doubt, 
one of the moſt ſurpriſing phenomena of 
nature. Bx obſerving the mechaniſm 
by which it is produced, one may per- 
ceive that even Europe contributes to it, 
by pouring down on Abyſſinia and Ethi- 
opia, thoſe exhalations with which our 
climates abound. The trade winds, 
which blow regularly from weſt and north, 
in the months of June, July, and Auguſt, 
continually preſs forward the thick clouds, 
which without depriving Egypt of the 
ſun, convey thoſe vapours into Abyſſi- 
nia and Ethiopia, and are there rarefied, 
and enter by a hundred different chan- 
nels 1 into che Nile, which diffuſes them, 
with 
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with the limy mud, collected by the wa- 
ters, in their courſe, throughout Egypt. 
It is remarked that this water became 
muddy from the crumbliag of the clayey 
ſoil through which it paſſes, appears in 
drinking it, as light and free from dirt, 
as the cleaneſt ſpring water: the Egyp- 
tians believe chat of the Nile to be of a E 
flouriſhing; quality, and ſay, that they 
who have once drank out of their river, | 
can never quit its banks. 
The worſhip beſtowed by the ancient- 
pan on the Nile, juſtified by the 
benefits they enjoyed from it, is in ſome 
meaſure preſerved by the Mahometans; 
they give this river the title of very boy, 
and honour its ſwelling with all the cere-- 
vr to it by 3 
tiquity. | N 

This ſwelling i is obſeitred'i at the Nilo- 
meter, ſituated on the fouthern point uf 
the iſle of Rhoda, oppoſite to Old Cairo. 
Publie criers, diſperſed through every 
quarter of the capital, announce daily to 
the people the increaſe of the Nile, un- 
til it reaches the proper height for open 
ing the canal which conveys. its waters 
into the middle of the town, and from 

K 5 thence 
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thence into ciſterns, This moment is 
determined by a certain ſtandard, which 
cannot be verified with preciſion on ac- 
count of the ſuperſtition, which will not 
permit the eye of the curious to approach 
the graduated pillar, placed in the centre 
of the baſon of the Nilometer. The cry 
of Ouf Aab, God has kept his promiſe, 
proclaims the opening of the canal. 
Children, carrying flags of different C0- 
lours, accompany the crier, and 
a general joy, arifing ann the certainty 
of abundance. 

Sultan Selim, after conquering Egypt, 
gave laws to it, eſtabliſned a new form 
of government, and determined that this 
kingdom, now a province of his vaſt em- 
pire, ſhould pay no tribute, except in 
thoſe years when the Nile ſhould be ſuf- 
ficiently ſwelled for the opening of this 
canal. It is only then; in fact, that the 
overflowing is ſufficient for the neceſſary 
culture; and this happens every year: 

but this increaſe is not that which pro- 
duces the greateſt plenty. For this ef- 
fect the waters muſt reach the foot of the 
mountains; it is then only that the cry is 
— Minel- _ il-el-edgbel, (from one 


mountain 
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mountain to the other. ) It was, doubt- 


leſs, from the precaution of the ancient 


ſovereigns of Egypt to guard againſt the 
conſequences of a too partial inundation, 
ariſing from the dryneſs of ſome ſeaſons, 
that they cut that infinite number of ca- 
nals, of which the principal ones are ſtill 
kept in repair; but the greateſt number 
of them have been abandoned, and, 
conſequently, more than one half of 
Egypt left without cultivation. The ca- 
nals, the moſt attended to by the go- 
vernment, are thoſe which convey the 


water to Cairo, into the province of 


Fayoume, and to Alexandria. An offi- 
cer, placod as a guard to this laſt, takes 


care to prevent the Arabs of Bactria, 


who enjoy the furplus of the waters of 
this canal, from turning it off before 
Alexandria is ſupplied “, or from open- 


ing it before the ſtated time, which would 


prevent the ſwelling of the Nile. That 


which coaveys the water into Fayoume, 

is alſo looked after, and muſt not be 

” 4 

This event aftually OPT 784 "ok . 

water was turned off by one of the Beys to diſtreſs- 

his adverſaries, by which Alexandria was on the 
point of being totally deſerted, 


— 
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[ opened before that of Cairo, which is 


called the canal of Trajan. 

| The ancient 3 had the barba- 

rous cuſtom of ſacrificing a young girl 

to the Nile, when it ſwelled to the 
proper height for opening the canal; 
which ſacrifice they called the Arrouſſee, 

i the new bride. This name, and the ce- 

1 remonies of this bloody feaſt are ſtill pre- 

| ſerved, but humanized by the Caliph 

1 Omar, who ſubſtituted for the victim, a 

column of earth, in the form of a wo- 

[| man, which is thrown into the Nile. 

| The grandees of Cairo appear at this 

ceremony in gondolas richly decorated, 

| which is alſo followed by entertainments 

[| and fireworks. 

MM A number of other canals, taken care 
of only hy the inhabitants who enjoy the 
benefit of them, are connected with the 

arm of the Nile which goes to Damietta, 

and fertilize Charkia, This province, 
ſituated in the iſthmus of Suez, is the 

. moſt conſiderable one of Egypt, as well 

as the moſt ſuſceptible of a highly im- 
proved cultivation, The plains of Ga- 

za, which are beyond this province, and 
are occupied by the Arabs, would be as 

| fertile, 
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fertile, did not the ſpirit of devaſtation 
deſtroy every thing, even to the ſponta- 
neous productions of the earth. Many 
other canals are cut through the Delta, 
ſeveral of which are navigable; aad that 
of Manouf joins the two arms of the Nile 
below the fummit of the angle, which/is 
called the Cow's Belly. This canal 
comes from Nadir, and not from Gue- 
ſeid, where D'Anville has placed its 
opening; it paſſes through the proviace 
of Manoufa, the cultivation of which 
can only be compared with the moſt 
beautiful kitchen garden. The map of 
this celebrated geographer appears to 
me, in other reſpeds, as exaft as it was 
poſſible to make it, in a country where 
the government could not allow the ba- 
ſes to be determined, and the face of 
which is ſo even as not to preſent any 
point from whence obſervations cam be 
taken. 


The country of Egypt is in fa folow; 
that were it not for a few little hillocks 
formed by the ruins of ancient Alexan- 
dria, and the prodigious height of Pom- 
pey's Pillar, the land would not be dif- 
Et The whole coaſt is hori- 
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z0on; and it is with difficulty one per- 
ceives, from three leagues off at ſea, 
ſome palm trees, which ſeem to grow 
out of the water. It is not to the flat- 
neſs of the country alone, however, that 
Egpt is indebted for its periodical i inun- 
dation. 
We have Send ben that the trade 
winds, from Weſt and North, by pu- 
fhing the clouds of Europe on Abyſh- 
nia, blow in the direction of the Nile, 
in which mechaniſm of Nature it muſt be 
remarked, that the wind, by driv- 
ing back the waters of the river, be- 
comes the principal cauſe of its over- 
flowing. Having reached its higheſt 
degree towards the middle of Septem- 
ber, the winds then becoming trade 
winds from the Southward, concur with 
the natural deſcent of the Nile, to acce- 
lerate the draining of the water, at the 
ſame time that they colle& the ſuperflu- 
ous clouds, now of no further uſe, over 
Abyſſinia and Ethiopia, and carry them, 
for the ſame beneficial purpoſe of a pe- 
riodical inundation, towards the ſources 
of the Euphrates, to enrich Meſopota- 
mia, after abundantly watering Egypt. 
11 At 
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At this period, therefore, one ſees a 
column of clouds paſs the Red Sea, to- 
wards the iſthmus of Suez, ſpread over 
Syria, and collect on Mount Ararat; 
whilſt the ſame trade wind blowing in 
the Gulph of Perſia, compreſſing the 
waters of the Euphrates, produces in 
Meſopotamia, by the ſame means, the 
ſame advantages enjoyed by Egypt. 

This meteorological obſervation, the 
particulars of which 1 have carefully at- 
tended to, may be verified every year, 
in a climate, where the ſerenity of the 
heavens cannot admit of error. 85 
All the defcriptions of Egypt hitherto 
agree in conſidering the mud, with 
which the waters of the Nile are loaded 
during its increaſe, and which are left on 
the lands they overflow, as a fattener, 
which fertilizes the country. In analy- 
ſing it, however, no vegetative quality 
is diſcoverable before its union with the 
ſand, which, together with the clay, 
compoſes the ſoil of Egypt, in about the 
ſame proportion as in the earthen manu- 
factures; nor is this mud any other than 
the produce of the crumbling of the two 
banks of the Nile, when i it carries off the 


clayey 
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clayey part. Its ſpecific lightneſs, join» 
ed to the motion of the waters, keeps its 
particles ſuſpended, whilſt the ſand ſet- 
tles, and forms new. {lands for the in- 
habitants, after the draining of the wa- 
ters. The cultivator takes immediate 
poſſeſſion of them, his induſtryſupplying 
the barrenneſs of the ſand, with which 
he mixes pigeons dung, then ſows his 
water melons, and enjoys a plentiful 
crop,. before the ſucceeding inundation 
deſtroys theſe iflands to produce others. 

The whirlpools which occaſion theſe 
variations, neceſſarily ariſe from the 
double effort, of the deſcent of the wa- 
ters, and the wind which counteracts 
them; but the Nile, notwithſtanding 
chis agitation, is ſo eaſy to be kept with- 
in its bounds, that many fields, ſituated 
below the ſurface of the water, in its in- 
creaſe, are preſerved from ſuffering from 
the inundation, by means only of a dam 
of eight or ten Jnghes thickneſs in moiſt 

round. 

. This method, hich coſts the huſband- 
| man but little labour, is made uſe of to 
preſerve the Delta, when it is threateued 
by an inundation, This iſland, which 


Pro- 
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produces annually three crops, is con- 
ſtantly watered by machines built an the 
Nile, and on the canals which interſe& 
it, but it is very ſeldom in danger af be · 
ing | drowned; and this rich part of 
Egypt, which is cloſe to the ſea, would, 
feel the effects of the ſwelling ſtill lefs, 
did not the trade · Winds accumulate the 
waters of the Mediterrancan dowares the 
ſouth. 

It is important to obſerve, din the 
Delta, higher than the reft of Egypt, is 
bordered towards the ſea, by a foreſt of 
palm trees, called the foreſt of Beleros, 
the ground of which is far above the 
higheſt elevation ofthe waters, a topogra- 
phical remark of ufelf faufficient to over- 
throw the ſyſtem of the formation of the 
Delta by a ſediment. Land which is 
higher than the greateſt inundations, can 
never owe its origin to them; ut can on- 
ly have occaſioned. the divifion of the 
Nile into two branches; but neither this. 
circumſtance, nor the exiſtence of the 
#fland that ſeparates them, required ſo 
much labour; and Mr. Maillet might, 
in this reſpect, have ſpared himſelf the re- 
petition of the ſyſtem of Epboris, which 

was 
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was not held in eſtimation, even by his 
cotemporaries. 
The veſtiges of the canals which wa- 
tered the eaſtern and weſtern provinces of 
the Delta, prove that it was formerly the 
ſeat of the richeſt cultivation of Egypt. 
It may alſo be preſumed, from the extent 
of the cuins of Alexandria, the ſtructure 
of the canal, and the natural equality of 
the lands which ſurround Lake Mareotis, 
and which extend from the weſtward, 
as far as the kingdom of Barca, that this 
country, now in the poſſeſſion of the 
Arabs, and almoſt totally uncultivated, 
was formerly as rich in productions of 
every kind, as was neceſſary for the ſub- 
ſiſtence of Alexandria. 

One ſees, from the ſituation of the 
canal of Alexandria, that after watering 
that town, and aſſiſting its commerce, it 
muſt have fertilized the upper part of 
thoſe lands, fituated on the left bank of 
the Nile, oppoſite the Delta; whilſt a 
dyke, thrown up at Bequers *, keeping 
off the ſea, added a large territory to 


Egypt, the cultivation of which reach- 
ed 


A ſmall harbour, fituated between Alexan- 
dria and Roſetta. 
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ed to the ſuburbs of that immenſe city, 
reduced at preſent to a ſmall town built 
on the new iſthmus, formed between the 
two ports, and which joins the Iſle of 
Pharos to the Continent, This capital of 
the commerce of the univerſe, long ſince 
condemned to ſerve only as a ſtaple for 
the conſumption of Egypt, ſeems to have 
baniſhed itſelf from it; own walls; but 
it is impoſhble to throw one's eyes on the 
extent and magnificence of its ruins, 
without feeling, that the greateſt powers 
have only a value proportionate to the 
age which employs them, and the genius 
of the men entruſted with their manage 
ment. 1 1 
Egypt, ſo ſituated as to combine the 
commerce of Europe, Africa, and the 
Eaſt Indies, was in want of a port, 
which ſhould at once be ſpacious and 
eaſy of approach ; the mouth of the Nile 
offered none of theſe requiſites ; the only 
harbour on that coaſt was in the midſt of 
a deſert, at twelve leagues from the 
river, and could only be diſcovered by 
an elevated genius; a town was to be 
built, and it was himſelf who furniſhed 
the plan of it. To what a pitch of ſplen- 

dor 
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dor did he not raiſe Alexandria, in its 
origin ? He joined it to the Nile by a 
canal at once navigable, and uſeful for 
cultivation. It became the city of all 


nations, the metropolis of commerce. 


He is honoured even by its aſhes, piled 
up by the barbarity of ages, and which 
wait only for ſome beneficent hand to 
expand them, add cement the recon- 
ſtruction of the moſt ſtupendous edifice 
hitherto conceived by the human mind. 
The nature of the rock which lines 
the coaſt of Egypt, proves that the iſland, 
on which the Pharos is built, can only 
have been formed by the aſhes of Alex- 
andria, and that the ſhallow which ſe- 
parates the two baſons, aroſe from the 
ruins brought there by the ſea. This 
new ſhore further teſtifies the truth of 
this obſervation, and the waves daily 


expoſe to view a number of engraved 


ſtones, which muſt have belonged to the 
ruins of the ancient cit. 

Its ruins teſtify, at every ſtep, its an- 
cies fplendor, and the form of its in- 
cloſure, which repreſents a Macedonian 
cloak, ſeems to have awed the very 
nes in their different ſackings of 

this 
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this town, by recalling the memery of 
its founder. The ſame walls which pro- 
tected its induſtry and riches, defend, 
at this day, its ruins, and exhibit a maſ- 
cerpiece-of: maſonry. _ 

Some hiſtorians pretend, that ph Sa. 
racens built the preſent walls ini place 
of thoſe they had deſtroyed; but if che 
hand of theſe plunderers 1 is to be traced 
at all, it is. only in the repairs, which 
areas deſtitute of neatneſs as of regulari- 
ty; it is impoſſible to attribute to them 
the conſtruction of the walls, which ſe- 
parate Alexandria from Necropolis ; it 
would be as abſurd as giving them the 
honour of elevating Pompey's Pillar. 

This monument, the motive and 
founder of which are equally unknown, 
ſicuated. near the canal, between Necro- 
polis and the walls of Alexandria, muſb 
have belonged to the ſuburb, which, 
according to different authors, join- 
ed the Lake Mareotis. It may be con- 
jectured, from the fragments of roſe 
granite, and above all from the ancient 
foundations which ſurround the column, 
that it ſtood in the midſt of the Market- 
_ But, without puſhing our in- 


quiries 
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quiries beyond the limits preſcribed by 
the obſeurity of time, the examination 
of the column itſelf ſufficiently excites 
our admiration. I will not repeat the 
deſcription given of it by M. Maillet, 
and other travellers. I ſhall content 
myſelf with remarking, that this enor- 
mous maſs, reſting on a ſtone not more 
than half the ſize of the ftilobate, which 
bears centrically upon it, has only been 
ſupported through ſo many ages by the 
exact adherence of the two planes, and 
the perfection of their horizontal work- 
manſhip. This point of ſupport, which 


may be caſily examined by a hollow 


made in the rough ſtone work, which 
ſeems to ſupport its baſe, conſiſts of a 
piece of granite, ſunk to a greater or 


leſs depth into the calcareovs rock, which 
forms the natural foundation. The in- 


ſpection of the hieroglyphics, engraved 
on that part of it which is laid open to 
view, may induce a conjecture, that a 
fragment of an obeliſk has been made 
uſe of for the foundation ſtone. It ap- 
pears more natural, however, to ima- 


gine, that theſe characters point out the 
hiſtory of the column. 


The 
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The perfect upright I have juſt ſpoken 
of, leaves no doubt of the perpendicular 
and ſucceſſive bearings of the ſtilobate, 
the baſe, the ſhaft, and the capital; but 
it is very difficult to conceive the means 
employed i in raiſing this ſhaft, which is 
one piece of roſe granite of more than 
nine feet diameter, of the Corinthian or- 
der, and upwards of eighty feet high. 
This work can. never have been effected 
without the aid of cranes, and this ob- 
ſervation would induce one to believe 
that the imitation of Archimedes's crow 
was known in Egypt before we were ac- 
quainted with it; which, in fact, is not 
more ſurprizing than to find our joiner's 
holdfaft and plane under the . of 
Mount Veſuvius. | 


Ik! his is not the only monument, a 
boldneſs aſtoniſhes the traveller in-Egypt. 
Cleopatra's Needle, not leſs,difficult to 
raiſe, proves that the arts of Greece 
were not profuſely diſtributed in ſuch 
works throughout Upper Egypt. One 
may obſerve, even in the capitals of 
Pompey's Pillar, an imitation of the 
leaves of the acanthus, too clumſy not 
to beſpeak workmen more accuſtomed 
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to move theſe enormous maſſes, than to 
handle the chiſſel of Phidias. The tool 
of the Egyptians ſhows ſome degree of 
_ delicacy only in the cutting of the hie- 
roglyphics. Cleopatra's Needle is co- 
vered with them on its. four ſides; its 
baſe, which is buried under rubbiſh, 
prevents one from judging of its: point: 
of ſupport, but by examining a ſimilar 
needle, which is overthrown and broken 
near the former, it is evident that the 

both reſted on-four:cubes of braſs. One 
may perceive: alfo, that theſe two obe- 
liſks, in the ſame line with two large 
ranges of buildings, at equal diſtances, 
ſerved to: decorate this ſpot of ground, 
which, from its veſtiges, appears to have 
been the ſituation of a palace. That of 


Cleopatra is ſuppoſed to be viſible; but 
I. difcovere& more diſtinctly, in a ro- 


tunda, tolerably well preſerved, and 
above all from ſeveral dungeons which 
ſurround it, the tribunal of juſtice, and 
I was aſtoniſned to remark the excellent 
preſervation of the plaiſter which covers 
the walls. | 

More certain marks point out the prin- 
cipal place of Alexandria. Several co- 


lumns, 
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lymos, two of which are in the centte of 
one of the ſides of the place, and oppoſite 
to an enormous quantity of fallen roofs, 
plainly mark the entrance of the princi- 
pal Temple, and leave no doubt chat 
they are ruins of that of Jupiter Sera- 
Pis. If the ſpirit of deſtruction was not inva- 
riably ſluggiſhand ignorant, theſe precious 
remains would difappear more- ſpeedily. 
I have ſeen the barbarians, who are the 
depoſitories of them, employed in hack- 
ing the trunks of columns to make mill- 
tones, and have had the ſatisfaction of 
feeing them loſe their labour, from their 
unſkilfulneſs. Theſe cauſes preſerve, it 
is true, the larger maſſes from immedi- 
ate deſtruction, but the ſtatues fall an in- 
variable ſacrifice to avarice, | wherever 
they are difcovered ; but ſuch is the fa- 
natiſm of the Arabs, that they never ſell 
them to the Europeans, without muti- 
lating theſe pretended idols. The ſmall 
profit they acquire from this traffic, not 
encouraging their labour, fortunately 
prevents them from beſtowing any pains 
in ſearching amongſt the ruins,' and 
preſerves this precious treaſure for our 
_ Poſterity. _ 4 i 
e The 


= 
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The ſuburbs of Alexandria, that which 
joined Neeropolis, and the other, the 
ſtreets of which are ſtill diſtinguiſnable 
in the plain leading to Roſetta, contain, 
undoubtedly, a great deal of riches bu- 
ried under their ruins, and the ſite of 
Necropolis 4 4s covered with little hil- 
locks, which induce one to conſider 
theſe heaps as the wreck of thoſe tem- 
ples and monuments raiſed by the pious 
fuperſtition of the ancient Egyptians. 
I -have viſited the catacombs of this city 
with attention, (the burying ground of 
Alexandria) and although they .cannot 
be compared with thoſe of the ancient 
Memphis, which the Arabs-conceal from 
the eyes of the curious, in order to en- 
ſure the ſale of their mummies, it is 
probable that the method of embalming 
being the ſame, the form of theſe cata- 
combs only differ in their proportions. 
It is obſerved even that Nature not hav- 
ing furniſhed this part of Egypt with a 
ledge of rocks, like that on the borders 
of the Nile above the Delta, the ancient 
inhabitants of Alexandria have only been 

| able 


1 Necropolis, City of the Dead; this Greek 
word is compoſed of Nexgos, Death, and Ileus, City. 
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able to imitate them, by making a ſort 
of hollow way in the bed of live rock 
which they deſigned for the building of 
Necropolis. This excavation, of thirty 
or forty feet wide, two hundred feet 
long, a twenty-five feet deep, is ter- 
minated by gentle deſcents at its extre- 
mities; the two ſides perpendicularly 
cut, contain ſeveral large openings ten 
or twelve feet high, cut horizontally 
out of the rock, and which form, from 
their different branches, ſubterraneous 
ſtreets. That which curioſity has laid 
open, by clearing away the rubbiſh and 
ſand, which render the entrance of the 
others inconvenient or impracticable, 
contains no longer any mummies ; but 
the places they formerly occupied, and 
the order in which they were ranged, 
are ſtill viſible. Holes of twenty inches 
ſquare, and ſix feet long in a horizontal 
direction, narrowed at the end, and ſe- 
parated from one another by partitions, 
of ſeven or eight inches thick, left in the 
rock, divide the two walls of this cavern 
into chequer work. | 

We may judge from this deſcription, 
that each mummy was put with its feet 


L 2 foremoſt 
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foremoſt into the opening deſtined for its 
reception, and that new ſtreets were 
opened out in proportion to the increaſe 
of inhabitants at Necropolis. I thought 
this obſeryation, by throwing ſome light 
on the catacombs of Memphis, might 
explain the enormity, the number, as 
well as the different clevations of the py- 
ramids of Upper and Lower Egypt; and 


1 ſhall now examine thoſe of Giſa, to 


draw ſuch inferences from them, as ap- 
pear to be founded on probability, I 
have already ſaid, that they are built on 


the bed of rocks, which extend along the 


edge of Lybiaz two of theſe pyramids 
differ very little in their ſize, and the 
third, only three hundred feet high, has 
never been much attended to: the larg- 
eſt of them is fix hundred feet long on 
each fide of the ſquare of its baſe, and 
of its height; and the curious traveller 
may examine the inſide of this enormous 
ſtructure. The Conſul Maillet, in giv- 
ing the deſcription, and the moſt exact 
plans and ſeftions of it, aſſerts that this 
pyramid has been violated, but this ſin- 
.gular manner of accounting for the fup- 
poſed deficiency of the courſes of ſtones, 
_ which, 
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which, according to him, muſt have 
concealed the entrance of the galleries 
by which we penetrate at this day even to 
the ſarcophagus in the centre of the mo- 
nument, by no means proves the opera- 
tion of any violence. It appears very 
certain, on the contrary, that this pyra- 
mid never has been ſhut; nor could a» 
varice or curioſity commit any ſuch vio- 
lation in fact, without leaving evident 
traces of the different attempts which 
muſt neceſſarily have been made. None 
of the ſides of the neighbouring pyra- 
mid any where indicate their entrance; 
how then could the entrance to this have 
been firſt diſeoverec? Why remove the 
lower courſes of ſtone, which formed no 
obſtacle? How happens it that the tooth- 
ing ſtones ſhould ſtill have preſerved ſo 
remarkable a neatneſs in the finiſhing ? 
In ſhort, how can the bas relief, placed 
below the key of the roof, and the per- 
feftion of the whole work have ſuffered 
ſo little by this violence? Maillet, how- 
ever, in ſupport of his hypotheſis; enters - 
into all the detailsof the labour he ſup- 
poſes, and furniſhes the Egyptians with 
the moſt complicated means for effecting 

L 4; + what 
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what the enormity of theſe maſſes, and 
ſtill more the pious ſuperſtition of that 
people rendered unneceſſary for the ſe- 
curity of theſe. aſylums, which com- 
manded reſpect from every circumſtance. 
The accuracy of this writer would have 
left nothing to be ſaid on the ſubject of 
the inſide of this monument, had he been 
able to penetrate into the perpendicular 
well in the centre of the pyramid, of 
which he only points out the opening. 
The different attempts to deſcend into 
it, which have proved abortive, either 
from'the want of proper means, or from 
the timidity of the perſons who have 
made them, ſtill leave a field open for 
conjectures, It ſcems to me, however, 
that as this well could have no apparent 
object of utility, it ought more properly 
to be conſidered as a myſterious paſſage. 
This idea, combined with the opinions 
of the ancient Egyptians, reſpecting 
death, will gather more weight from the 
following obſervations : 
The moſt intereſting remark is in the 
ſimilarity between the upper and lower 
tombs. Each pyramid has its catacombs ; 
the ledge of rock, cut with a chiſel, for 
i the 
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the length of fifty toiſes, {upwards of 
ſix hundred feet Engliſn) perpendicu- 
larly with the top of the firſt pyramid, 
and in 4 parallel with its horizontal 
front, has ſeveral openings in it, one of 
which is lateral, and hollowed out in 
ſo ſloping: a direction, as: to» make it 
neceſſary. in deſcending, to have ſome- 
thing faſtened: to the body, even / when 
the Arabs give permiſſion to the travel» 
ler to enter it; other paſſages are ſtill 
ſhut: with- | long a ſtones, covered with hi- 
eroglyphics and figues in bas relief. One 
of theſe openings, by which the Arabs 
draw out the mummies for ſale; is ſhur- 
only by a wooden door, and the en- 
trance of this cavern is entruſted to the 
care of an Arab, who lives there to guard 
it; but notwithſtanding the civil recep- 
tion he gave me, I could only obtain 
leave from him to look through a win- 
dow, made by himſelf, no doubt; but 
could diſcover nothing but a large 


vault, wherein the eye was loſt in dark- 
neſs, but the direction of which correſ- 
ponds with the baſe of its pyramid- Re- 
flecting here on the different branches 
one ess through at Necropolis, as 
7b 4 well 
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well as the proportionable extent and ele- 
vation of the town of Memphis, one 
may eaſily conceive the enormity of this 
excavation. Another eſſential obſerva- 
tion is, that the pyramids are inconteſti- 
bly of the ſame rock; and it may be bold- 
ly pronounced, that the catacomb have 
been the quarries from which they have 
been built. If we add to theſe different 
remarks, the neceflary effects of the pre · 
judices of a people, whoſe whole life 
ſeemed conſecrated to death, will it not 
appear probable; that the inhabitants of 
Memphis ſhut up the laſt caracombs at 
ine begiüning of every reign, to open 
new ones; that the ſtones procured from 
this excavation, were employed in con- 
ſtructiag the mauſoleum of the reigning 
Sovereign, and that the different ſizes of 
them were proportioned to the length of 
their reſpective reigns ? Theſe ſtones, 
all of the ſame kind, carried as they 
were wanted upon the ſurface, to form 
theſe monuments, had only to be placed 
a little back, as ſoon as the extent of the 
firſt courſe of ſtones would allow a calcu- 
lation to be made of the neceſſary quan- 
tity. It " ſtil} further be conjectured, 
that 


ai” 


\ 
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that the well J have ſpoken of, termi- 
nating in the lower tombs, furniſhed the 
Sovereign, according to their ſuperſtiti- 
ous notions, with the means of commu- 
nicating with all his ſubjects who died 
during his reign; à ſufficient motive to 
inſpire him with the precious, and always 
uſeful deſire, of being loved by en in 
his life- time. 
On this theory, Egypt would in | Ria 
degree have determined the chronology: 
of her Kings, by a mathematical calcula- 
tion; and admitting the mean term of 
mortality in a given population, and the 
product of the ſtones of the catacombs in 
an equal proportion, it would be enough 
to have the duration of the reign of one 
of the Pharaohs, and the height of his 
monument, to find by a rule of Froperes 
| on, the length of each reign}. 
| | In this point of view, too, every e 
: of oppreſſion, ſlavery, and tyranny diſ- 
appears at the ſight of theſe huge maſſes;. 
and we ſhall regard them only as a laſt 
compact between the Sovereign and his 
ſubjects : and if we recollect the ſeverity 
of that tribunal before which every dead 
petſon was arraigned, before he "das 
PEE L-$31os 142 0 
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ed a burial, we ſhall believe we have 
diſcovered the cauſe of the opening left 
in the great pyramid of Giſa, and ſhall 


behold thoſe which are n with venera- 
tion. 


If a general e of theſe objects 
furniſhes us with this conjecture, it will 
be further confirmed by a more attentive 
examination. The conſtruction of Jo- 
| ſeph's canal, the works of Upper Egypt, 
the celebrated Lake Mceris, and the ca- 

nals which ſtill enrich the Lower Egypt, 

are monuments: of human labour, as 
evidently as the pyramids. | How can 
we ſuppoſe theſe to have been the works 
of tyranny ?—The benefators of man- 
kind, have they ever really been their 
oppreſſors? But amongſt a people wholly 
occupied in preparing for their ſepulture, 
who had ever ſubmitted to deny them- 
ſelves that right they held ſo dear, un- 
leſs they were judged worthy of it, it is 
impoſſible to ſuppoſe that any ſort of op- 
preſſion can have been een in their 
men n | 


+ den ae in this paſſage, to impeach 
what the Holy Scripture tells us of the oppreſſions 
ſuffered by the Iſraelites in Egypt, and of the la- 


bours to which they were condemned. 
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The proportion of the ſtones which 
compoſe the pyramids, is from ſeven to 
eight feet long, by three feet high, and 
four broad, placed three feet within each 
other, and one ſor the covering, al- 
though that of the firſt ĩs totally deſtroy- 
ed, which enables one eaſily to mount 
to the top of it. It cannot be doubted 
that the ſtones for it had been previouſly 
prepared, when one conſiders the num- 
ber of priſms granite: ſtill ſpread around 
this monument. I found one, the ſide 
of the hypothenuſe of which had been 
cut, to ſerve as one of the angles of the 
pyramid. This diſcovery would have 
ſaved Mr. Maillet the trouble he has ta- 
Eken to diſcover from the cement the qua- 
lity of the covering ; it would alſo have 
prevented him from miſtaking ſome 
fragments of the calcareous rock for 
pieces of white marble. It may be pre- 
ſumed, that the priſms which till cover 
the upper part of the ſecond pyramid, - 
wiil be detached for the ſole pleaſure of 
ſeeing theſe maſſes roll down on the low- 
er beds of the monument. This muſt. 
have been the cauſe of the deſtruction - 
of thoſe priſms that are wanting, for which 
Fg - the 
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the ſlighteſt effort is ſuſicient; and this 
ſort of amuſement is to be gratified by 
ſome people at any expence, 

It is oppoſite to the ſecond pyramid, 
a4 ſmall diſtance before the rock, that 
the famous Sphynx, much more cele- 
brated than it merits, is ſtill to be ſeen. 
It is no more, in fat, than a maſs of 
rock, extending in the ſhape of an aſs's 
back to the great ledge, in the direction 
of the centre of this pyramid. They 
have given to this rock the ſorm of a 
Sphynx; and have cut two ſquare wells 
out of its back, to ferve by way of en- 
trance into the catacombs, and by this 
means, the tombs ſeemed to be intruſted 
to the guardianſhip of this monſter. 

It appears alſo, that each pyramid and 


e natacomb had their temple, the ruins of 


which are only to, be found, not wich- 
ſtanding the precamion of building them 
with enormous ſtones. I meaſured one 
of them twenty two feet long, by ſeven. 
ſeet high, and aine feet thick, the joints 
of which are ſtill perſectly united. When 
ve cenſider that the moſt ancient writers 
only ſpeak of theſe edifices as we ſpeak 
of them ourſelves, at what epocha ſhall 

we 
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we fix the conſtruction of ſeveral large 
pyramids to the weſt of thofe of Giſa, of 
which there is nothing remaining but a 
few courſes of ſtone ? I ſhall not ſpeak of 
thoſe ſmall rombs, which are fcarcely 
viſible ; but 1 cannot quit theſe monu- 
ments, without communicating the ſen- 
ſation produced on myſelf by their very 
aſpect, which alone can give any idea of 
the height of theſe maſſes, which we 
cannot manage, Poms IgE of com- 
pariſon.” if 444% 

12 have alrewdy fab; that 1 ter out at 
midnight from Giſa, with the Arabs, who 
were to condu&t me to their pyramids, 
of which we followed the direction with- 
out lofing fight of thoſe huge piles, which 
feemed to me like fo many mountains. 
— Arriving at a'village, which had hid 
CR a momem; on coming out of 

ir, they appeared to me ſo prodigiouſly 
1 that 1 thought I could have 
touched them, I was even going to tiſ- 
mount, when my guides told me that we 
were ſtill at a leagueꝰs diſtancr. We conti 
nued our journey in fact near three quar- 
ters of an hour, at the end of which che 


1 to me ſo much di- 
miniſhed, 
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miniſhed, that I got from my horſe, at a 
hundred paces from the firſt, as much 
aſtoniſhed at the ſmallneſs of its height, 
as I had before been at its enormous ſize ; 
but I ſoon found. its magnitude again on 
approaching it, and theſe contradictory 
phenomena of my viſion, induced me to 
examine it on the principles of opties. 
For that purpoſe I went to the diſtance 
of more than fix hundred paces from the 
pyramid, on a. plane, horizontal to its 
baſe. I then turned round, and this 
point of view giving me its- greateſt 
elevation, I remarked, that at this diſ- 
tance, the perpendicular height of the 
monument filled the angle of the rays of 
viſion, ſo that on coming nearer this an- 
| gle, which I ſhall compare with the two 
points of a compaſs, could only embrace 
one port; and at one hundred paces diſ- 
tance, I could ſcarcely diſcover the third, 
which was the cauſe of the ſenſation I 
had experienced, It follows from this 
obſervation, that every elevation which 
goes beyond the chord of the two rays of 
viſion; is an exceſs, and every thing 
which does not fill it, a deficiency. This 
e en would be uſefully applied to 

buildings, 


BARON DE TOTT. 255 


buildings, if the dimenſions were to be 
determined by the diſtance of the ſpecta- 
tor v. Although the affairs I was entruſt- 
ed with did not allow me to viſit the 
plains of the mummies, I was informed 
from undoubted authority, that the ſands” 
which covers them, ſtill preſerves the 
property of drying the bodies. The rock 
beneath ſerves at the ſame time for the 
luxury of private burials. May we not 
conclude from hence, that this plan, out 
of reach of the inundations, and from 
that reaſon as uſeleſs to the living as fa- 
vourable to the dead, ſerved by way of 
burial ground for the inhabitants of thoſe 
ſmall towns and Une on Egypt, who, 


from 


. The colonnade of the Louvre has bond ſenſibly 
increaſed in magnitude fince the houſes have been 
knocked down, which obliged the ſpectators to 
take too neara view of it. It would be ſeen in its 
higheſt perfection, if it could be laid open as far as 
the church of St. Germain L'Auxerrois ; further 
off, it would loſe its beauty. For the ſame reaſon, 
the colonnade of the Palace of Louis XV. ſhould 
have been proportioned to its diſtance from the road 
to Verſailles ; and one cannot help regretting at ſee- 
ing the church of St. Genevieve from the Rue St. 
Jacques, that ſo beautiful a copy of the antique, 


ſhould have been meaſured with the bold proporti- 
ons of its models, 


256 MEMOIRS OF THE 


from their ſituation, could be conveyed 
GED» anita | 
The people of the country ſay, that the 
funeral monuments of Thebais are innu- 
merable, and furpaſs, in magnificence, 
thoſe of Memphis and Alexandria. They 
add, that temples. are ſtill to be ſeen 
there, whoſe columns. of roſe granite are 
as large as that of Pompey, and that the 
paintings on the inſide are not leſs re- 
markable. It cannot be doubted that 
Upper Egypt contains alſo an infinity of 
treaſure buried under its ruins.. It is not 
long ſince, that a Copt diſcovered an urn 
filled with medals of gold, the greateſt 
part of which he ſecretly melted; but 
an Engliſhman had the good fortune to 
procure about a hundred of them, ſome 
of which are now in the og of France 5 
Cabinet. 
There is no reaſon to imogine thee ſuch 
an inſtance, by exciting the cupidity of 
the inhabitants, will be attended with 
any bad conſequence. reſpecting the pre- 
ſervation of theſe monuments; the dread 
of the perſecutions which would follow 
} ſuch diſcoveries, will always reſtrain thoſe 
who Ages be tempted to ri them. 


. Amongſt 
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Amongſt the different works which 
have thrown: a luſtre on ancient Egypt, 
the canal of communication between the 
Red Sea and the Mediterranean, would 
merit the firſt place, if the efforts of ge · 
nius in favour of public utility, were fe+ 
conded by the generations deſtined to 
reap. the fruits of it; and if the fundas 
mental principles of ſocial good, could 
acquire as much ſtability as the prejudices 
which tend to overthrow it. This, how- 
ever, is the epitome of all hiſtory; it 
offers nothing but this picture, which is 
the picture of all nations, and of all ages. 
Without theſe ſucceſſive ſcenes of deſtrue- 
tion, the univerſe would have been go- 
verned only by its geography; the ſitu- 
ation the moſt favourable by nature, 
would have dictated unalterable laws, 
and the canal of the Red Sea would have 
formed the perpetual baſis of the ue 
rights of nations, 

The moſt ill-founded opinions, but 
which always prevail over the moſt ac - 
curate obſervations, have eſtabliſhed 
pretty general doubts on the exiſtence 
of this canal ; 5 even the , poſſibility of it 
1 been denied: Diodorus Siculus, 
however, 
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however, bears teſtimony to its exiſt- 
ence; and whatever opinion may be en- 
tertained of this author in other reſpects, 
there is no reaſon for rejecting his autho- 
rity reſpecting facts to Wp he u was * 
felf a witneſs. | 
He expreſſes thus, in 1 Univerſal 
Hiſtory :—Book the Firſt, Second Part. 
HA canal of communication is made, 
« which goes from the Peluſiac Gulph 
ce into the Red Sea. Necos, ſon of P/am- 
tt meticus, began it; Darius, King of 
« Perſia, continued the work; but he 
« ſtopped it, on the advice of ſome en+ 
« gineers, who informed him, that by 
« opening out the lands, he would overs 
4 flow Egypt, which they found to be 
te below the level of the Red Sea. Ptolemy 
c the Second, / nevertheleſs, finiſhed 
te the undertaking; but he made them 
te place, in the moſt. convenient part of 
ce the canal, barriers or ſluices, very in- 
tc geniouſly contrived, which are opened 
„ when one wants to paſs them, and are 
te yery quickly ſhut. It is for this reaſon 
* thattherivertakes thenameof Ptolemy, 
in this canal, which diſcharges itſelf 
into the _ at the ſpot-where the town 
N e of 
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ce of Arſinoẽ is built.” It is proved from 
this paſſage, that ſluices were in uſe in 
the time of Diodorus, of Sicily. The 
foundation on which they were built, is 
to be ſeen at this day. This monument 
of antiquity was diſcovered near Suez, at 
the entrance of che canal, that ſtill exiſts, 
and which a very trifling labour would 
render navigable without employing any 
fluices, or threatening Egypt with inun- 
dations*. Nothing, in fact, could juſ- 
tify the engineers of Dorcus, even al- 
though their level had been taken at the 
moment of the higheſt tides. It 1s like- 
wiſe very important to obſerve, that all 
this part of the iſthmus affords the moſt 
favourable ſoil for excavations, in the 
ſmall ſpace of twelve leagues, which ſepa- 
rates the Arabic Gulph from the branches 
| of 


* Saltan Wb whoſe mind began to be en- 
lightened, made me undertake a work reſpecting 
this importaat object, the execution of which he 
reſerved until the return of peace. At that period, 
too, he propoſed to attack the vices of his govern- 
ment; and I have reaſon to preſume that he would, 
amongſt the reſt, have ſacrificed even his own deſ- 
potiſm, had this Prince ſurvived the unfortunate 
circumſtances, which have prepared the. way * 
the downfall of this empire. 


— 
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of the Nile that approach it, until it throws 


itſelf, at length, into the Mediterranean 
at Tineck. 


Aſter taking a curſory view of the mo- 


numents which appear more properly to 
appertain to the univerſe, than to Egypt 
in particular, let us now examine the 
preſent ſtate of that kingdom. Were we 
to view it with an eye to the various cir- 
cumſtances which conſtitute the power of 
a nation, the politician would perhaps 
behold only with a ſort of contempt this 
great metropolis of the world, the cradle 
of all the arts and all the ſciences, re- 
duced at this day to be the province of 
the leaſt powerful of empires; but the 
political philoſopher will view it under 
an aſpe& more worthy his attention; and 
if he till finds in that climate the pro- 
ductions, and the population of ancient 
Egypt, the ſame cauſes which have ren- 
dered it ſo celebrated; theſe permanent 
advantages which cannot be deſtroyed by 
ages, and have reſiſted the greateſt revo- 


lutions, will have a decided preference 


over thoſe governments, which, like chy- 
mical compoſitions, diſappear on the firſt 
contrary proceſs to that which has pro- 

duced 
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duced them. Such no doubt were thoſe 
powers, the memory of which is tranſ- 
mitted us by hiſtory, whoſe capitals are 
ſcarcely to be found by geography. 

In Egypt, on the contrary, we ſee 
their greateſt Kings concerting their am- 
bition in works uſeful for the cultivation 
of the earth; which never failed to fur- 
niſh them with the means of quenching 
that thirſt of glory, which the reſt of the 
world led mankind to intoxicate them- 
ſelves with—the deſtructive notions of | 
robbery and conqueſt. _ 

Did the immenſity of the 1105 allow 
us to attribute the formation of Lake 
 Mceris to the work of man, the utility of 
this prodigious reſervoir would conſti- 
tute the chief monument of the benefi- 


cence of the Pharaohs; but although 


the extent and depth of this lake leave. 


ſome doubt of its origin, there can be 
none on the ſubject of the canal of Joſeph, 
that of Trajan, and of Alexandria, and 
thoſe of the Delta. They have viſibly 
been formed by the hand of man. The 
facility with which the lands are watered 
by their means, leaves not a ſpot of 
_ uncultivated ; ; and the richneſs 


of 
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of the ſoil, by multiplying the crops, 
maintains and animates the population, 
There is no country exiſting where it is 
more remarkable than in Egypt. The 
Delta; in fact, the eaſtern and weſtern 
provinces, as well as all the lands on the 
banks of the Nile, as far as the Tropic, 
preſent a picture of the moſt immenſe po- 
pulation. I am affured that in Egypt 
there are more than nine thouſand villages, 
and one hundred and two thouſand towns 
or burghs. It is very certain, however, 
that theſe places are ſo near each other, 
that on my ſtopping at Mentoubes, below 
Fouca, I counted no leſs than forty-rwo 
of them, in running over the horizon 
with my eye, and the moſt diſtant of 
which was not two leagues off. 

Every where throughout this country, 
within the reach of the inundations, 
theſe habitations are built on little hills, 
thrown up for that purpoſe, and which 
form the common foundation of all the 
houſes that are built on them, and which 
they are induced to compreſs in as ſmall 
a ſpace as poſſible, for the benefit of cul- 
tivation.— The precaution of elevating 
them is eſſentially neceſſary to prevent 
the 
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the houſes, which are built of earth from 
being deſtroyed by the inundations. The 
villages are always ſurrounded by an in- 
finite number of little pointed turrets, to 
attract the pigeons for the purpoſe, of 
collecting their dung. Every ſettlement 
has likewiſe a ſmall wood of palm trees 
adjoining it, which is common property, 
and furniſhes the inhabitants with dates 
for their conſumption, and the leaves 
for the making of baſkets, matts, and 
other articles of that nature. Little cauſe- 
ways, elevated alſo on account of the in- 
undation, keep up a free communica- 
tion every where during that period. It 
is on the borders of the Nile, and on the 
great canals, that the large towns are 
formed, where all the houſes are built of 
brick, of ſeveral ſtories, and in pretty 
much the ſame taſte as that which pre- 
vailed in France in the time of Francis 
the Firſt: the palm - trees which ſurround 
them, and the boats which line their 
banks, add much to the beauty of their 
ſituation. 

It is thus, by uniting agriculture with 
commerce, . that all the towns of Egypt 
are connected, animated, and profited 15 
| | e 


— 
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the mutual induſtry that ſurrounds them. 
But Cairo does not limit the advantages 

of her ſituation to the ſole intereſt of 
Egypt; her commerce embraces the two 

hemiſpheres of the globe: one there ſees 
che ftreets daily embarraſſed by the num- 

ber of camels employed in tranſporting 

the merchandize of Europe, and of the 

Indies; and the aſſemblage of bales, 

ſome marked for Madras, and others for 

Marſeilles, ſeems here ro have fixed a 

centre to the umverſe. 2 

Cairo, called Miſſir by chawtirabe,! is 

ſituated at half a league's diſtance from 

the Nile, on the right bank of that river: 
his town touches the mountains of 
Arabia; and it is at the angle formed by 
them in ſtretching to the eaſtward, that 
the caſtle of Cairo is built: Boulac, and 
Old Cairo are its ſuburbs; and if we 
comprehend theſe two towns, in calcu- 
lating the population of the capital, we 
ſhall find in the 700, ooo inhabitants it 
contains, . a freſh proof of the immenſe 


population of * 4 
Cairo 


»The Chief of the Cuſtom-houle in Egypt, who 
muſt be confidered as the Controler General of that 
kingdom, aſſured me that the town of Cairo aLone 

CON.» 
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enough to merit decoration; ſuch as the 
Palace of Luſbequia, that uf Romelia; and 
that of the grand Moſque, called Sultan 
Haſſan ; but all the: ſtreets are narrow, 
badly contri ved, and ill paved; the pa- 
laces themſehves; which contaĩa the great. 
eſt niehes, haveinothing in their external 
apfiearanyaithimangoenced the! opulence 
of this town. ' | Wholly occupied with the 
rich commerce of the productions of 
Egypt, by the Niles thoſe of Europe, 
by the Mediterranean; and with that o 
emen, and the-Indies, by the Red gra: 
this capital Mill: further-ſwaHows up all 
the territorial revenues expended there 
by the grandees. Its ſubſiſtence, , which: 
is connected alſo with commerce, in- 
creaſes its wealth, and luxury is conſe- 
quently: grown ta ſuch a height, as to 
under: value even gold; and they can 
ſcarcely be ere with the richeſt wah 
bries of India. ey Onoh ..* 
Every thing chan another: country) 
muſt be the-fole produce/of an enlighten· 
Vor. 1 2973. Mo 10 indes ed 


has more db, 760,060 Made Por N 
have added the ſuburbs of Boulac and Old Cairo 
to my calculation, to avoid the poſſibility of exag- 
geration. 
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ed adminiſtration, conſtantiy: directed on 


the moſt ſalutary principles; ſpriugt from 
its own happy ſoil in, Egypt. Therich- 


neſs of its productions; by ſupplying the 
avidity of the tyrant; ſecures the 'culti- 
vator from the effects of, iryranny; and 
its ſuperſluous corn; become u moſt eſa 
ſential article for rabia Felix, procure” 
freſn articles of barter, and (places active 
coinmerce on the moſt ſolid and inde- 
pendent footing. The principal ports of 
Egypt ate Suez and Alexandria; but it 
is not from theſe two harboùrs that we 
muſt judge of the importance of its trade; 
where there is no adminiſtration, there 
can neither exiſt corporate bodies of 
traders, excluſive private privileges, nor 
ſubaltern monopolies; commerce takes 
its natural level, real ſubſtantial credit 
gets poſſeſſion of it; the cultivator be- 
comes the partner of che merchant, and 
its agents receive their pay. It ĩs on this 
principle, doubtleſs, that we muſt ac- 
count for the poverty of the two towns I 
have been ſpeaking of; they are only 
hired agents of commerce. Suez, in par- 
ticular, is remarkable for the miſery of 
its inhabitants; - and the Arabs have be- 
come 
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come maſters of the privilege. of tranſ- | 
porting the merchandize, without re- 
nouncing that of pillaging, as often as 


anarchy gives them the eee bo 
doing it unpuniſhed. 


Beſides: the corn Shicks Egypb: ex- 
changes in the Yemen, for the coffee 
which is ſold in Europe, and particular- 
ly amongſt the Turks, the rice, the flax, 
the ſalt of natrum, made uſe of in the 
tanneries; ſal ammoniac, for tin work; 
kenna and ſafranum, for dying; the moſt 
precious drugs and gums, conſtitute 
moſt important articles of commerce. 
Sugar is the only article, wherein the 
induſtry of the Egyptians does not. ex= 
ceed the conſumption of the country; 
and the ſmall quantity of powder ſugar 
exported to Conſtantinople, does not he- 
ſpeak the quality of that fine ſugar which 
comes from Upper Egypt, and is refined 
at Cairo. The Delta furniſhes alſo. a 
great quantity of ſugar canes; but they 
are only cultivated there for the pleaſure 
of the inhabitants, who uſe them by way 
of refreſhment. A more uſeful! branch 
of induſtry is the manufacture of linens, 
which is under no reſtraint or n 


M 2: ; and. 
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and extends even to the catacombs, as 
well as the culture of indigo; and the 
cloathing, which in this burning climate 
confiſts only in a linen ſhirt, always died 
blue, enables them likewiſe to export a 
quantity of that article. There is a con- 
fiderable commerce, likewiſe, for the 
ſalt, found in the natural ſalt - pits in the 
lower parts of Egypt, for the ſupply: of 
the coaſt of Syria, and the interior parts 
of the country as far as Damaſcus. 

It is worthy of remark, that foreign 
plants, tranſplanted into Egypt, degene- 
rate there, ſo as to be incapable of re- 
production. This happens with the in- 
digo: and it is as remarkable, that the 
fields of indigo, annually ſown with freſh 
grain, brought from Syria, furniſh the 
Egyptians: with a moſt beautiful dye; 
whilft the fame plant is without that qua- 
lity in its native ſoil. It follows from 
this obſervation, that the indigo of Syria 
mult be tranſplanted ; but that the luxu- 
riance of the ſoil of Egypt, and the great 
heat of the ſun, injures the quality of the 
grain, by giving it he property of a hot 
houſe. 

9 che goodaeſs of the ſoil, and the 


richneſs of the productions of Egypt, muſt 
be 
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be added the perfect ſalubrity of the air; 

a circumſtance particularly ſtriking, when 
we conſider that Roſetta, Damietta, and 
Manſoura, furrounded by: plantations of 
rice, are celebrated for the health of their 
inhabitants; and Egypt is, perhaps, the 
only country in the world where this fort 
of cultivation is not unhealthy, from the 
neceſſary quantity of ſtagnated waters. 
Riches in that country are in no reſpect 
injurious to the life of man. 

The inquiries I carefully made reſpect- 
ing the plague, which I had always ima- 
gined to be of Egyptian origin, con- 
vinced me, that it would not even be 
known in that country, were not the in- 
fection conveyed to Alexandria by its 
cominerce with Conſtantinople. | It is in 
the former ton that it always begins to 
ſhow itſelf. It is but very ſeldom, too, 
that it reaches Cairo, although no pre- 
caution is taken to prevent it; and when 
it does, the great heats ſoon put a ſtop. 
to it, and hinder it from penetrating 
into the ſaid town; beſides, it is well 
known, that the piercing dews which 
fall in Egypt, towards Midſummer, de- 
ſtroy even at Alexandria the very ſeeds of 
this diſorder. 
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It is only on the coaſts of the Medi- 
terranean, and about ten leagues up the 
country, that rains are known in Egypt; 
they very rarely extend any farther. 
There ſcarcely falls two hours gentle rain 
in a year at Cairo; thunder is never 
heard, and ſtorms, which are very un- 
commoh, always fall on the elevated 
parts of the deſarts of Lybia and Arabia, 
where they have nothing to deſtroy. It 
is thus that every thing concurs in dif- 
fuſing over Egypt the choiceſt gifts of 
Nature; birds of every kind; and of the 
rareſt ſpecies of them, ſeem to collect 
here in quantities to enjoy its beauties 
and advantages, and to join their war- 
blings to the natural gaiety of the inha- 
bitants. | 
The courſe of the Nile preſents 
the moſt intereſting picture of this kind. 
The borders of this river, as well as of all 
the canals, are conſtantly covered with 
people employed in watering the ground, 
either by drawing it themſelves, or by 
driving the animals which aſſiſt them in 
their labours; an infinite number of 
draw-buckets, and of vertical wheels, 


are placed for this purpoſe on the banks; 
the 
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the water, vhich is raiſed by them, and 
is firſt conveyed ĩato à trench, is diſtri- 
buted throughout the grounds, by dif- 
ferent branches, which are contrived; 
and made uſe of by the induſtrious and 
active planter, with equal ſkill and œco- 
nomy. The women who have the ma- 
nagement of the houſe, are likewiſe to 
be ſeen carrying the river water in pitch- 
ers on their heads for culinary uſes; 
others waſh their linen, bleach their 
cloaths, . ſpread them out, and give 
themſelves up to their natural paiety; at 
the firſt object that amuſes them. They 
then make the air reſound with a lively 
and rolling ſound, tbe lululatus of the 
Romans. The paſſage boats eſtabliſhed 
between one town and another, the: barks 
for the, conveyance: of the different pro- 
ductions, and the continual navigation 
reſulting from this commerce, add 
greatly to the variety and beauty of this 
moving picture. 
This navigation is above Arenen 
able for the agility of the ſailors, and the 
manner in which they convey the'earthen 
ware, manufactured in Vpper Egypt. 


_ * 


Before 1 explain this, it is neceſſary to 
M 4 obſerve, 
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obſer ye, that the icartheni jars, employ- 
ed in preſerving the water ſor the inhabi- 
tants, muſt be made larger in proportion 
to tlie diſtanees of their bouſes from the 
river or canal; the Lower Egypt being 
thus ſituated, the potters of Upper Egypt 
avail themſelves of this circumſtance, to 
c conomize their means of conveyance: 
the largeſt jars tied together by their 
handles form the} bottom of theit rafe, 
the middle ſized ones the ſecond; the 
ſmaller articles come next. The pro- 
prietor contrives himſelf a convenient 
place upon his floating ſhop, and fur- 
niſned with a pole to direct his landing; 
he abandons himſelf to the current with · 
out being aſraid of ſtriking on a ſoft clay 
which can hurt nothing. la this man- 
ner does he arrive at the Delta, here 
his veſſel ſoon diſappears, by the ſuc- 
ceſſive t the materials that com- 
poſed it. bat, mines üer 61919 
The ns naturally gentle and 
timid, are likewiſe gay and debauched ; 
all their actions partake at bottom of this 
character; the ſmalleſt cir cumſtance 
e — llighteſt civility ren- 
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ders them familiar. The taſte of this 
people for dancing has introduced wo- 
men dancers into Egypt, in which they 
know no reſtraint, and take no Pleafute 
but in exceſs. Excepting 'that' the 
Egyptians have tawny ſkins, they appear 
to me a beautiful race of people, their- 
bodies are remarkably ſlender, and form- 
ed for activity. The men and women 
ſwim like fiſhes; their dreſs conſiſts only 
of a blue ſhirt, which ſcarcely deſcehds 
low enough to hide the nakedneſs of the 
women the men faſten theirs, which 
comes no lower than round their walſts, 
for the convenience of working the 
children are always naked, and 1 have 
ſeen young girls, ſtill treated as chil- 
dren, at eighteen years of age. 

The Mahometan is the eſtabliſned te- 
ligion of the Egyptians, but cheſe peo- 
ple add a great many ceremonies, which. 
are more connected with their taſte fot  — 3 
public ſnows, than with the precepts of 
the Prophet. Brotherhoods of penitenis, 


nocturnal proceſſions with wax tapers, 
dreſſes adapted to this fort of deyorion; 
the hymns which afe uſed at burials, the 

1 SO0L2: „ eat 
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tears which are ſhed on theſe occaſions, 
and the Epulum Ferale *. Theſe practices 
are all rather borrowed from the ſuper- 
ſtition of their anceſtors, than from the 
new religion they have embraced. The 
Egyptians, however, have leſs ferocity 
in the exerciſe of their prejudices than 
the Turks, who have fewer ſuperſti- 
tious rites. But the latter are proud and 
overbearing, whilſt the Egyptians are 
only weak. One may perceive, alſo, 
that the amuſements which accompany 
their ceremonies, captivates them more 
than the oſtenſible motive; and that the 
gaiety and libertiniſm of the people, 
have more effect in their favourite pil- 
grimages, than the Saint has influence 
over the minds of thoſe who collect ta 
worſhip him. 

The Saints the wot reſpecte d, are the 
Iman Chafi, at Cairo, and the Iman of 
Tinta, a town ſituated in the middle of 

the 


» The Banquet of the Dead, practiſed amongſt 
tbe Romans, in uſe amongſt the Greeks, and re- 

jected by the Mahometans ; but it ſtill prevails in 

Egypt, where the Calif Omar thinks, doubtleſs, 

that it is better to give way to the ſuperſtition, more 
Fecurely to govern the ſuperſtitious. 
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the Delta. This laſt is called Seid Ach- 
met Bedouit. In the month of July, 
more than 200, ooo perſons flock to this 
tomb, from Upper and Lower Egypt. 
Commerce which profits hy every thing, 
has eſtabliſned a fair at that time; wo- 
men- dancers, and; jugglers, collect there 
alſo; whilſt it laſts. Tinta then! com- 
bines every thing which can contribute 
to the gratification of the pilgrims; and 
the Chek. of the Moſque of Seid Achmet 
and Bedouit, . gathers a plentiful harveſt, 
by taxing the devotion of ſome, and 
the pleaſures of the greateſt part of them. 
Each town in Egypt alſo has its Saint, 
its proceſſtons, and diverſions; every 
body repairs there, — at lraſt, from the 
neighbourhood; and the government 
affords them a. ſort- of protection. It 
cannot be doubted, that here, as well 
as elſewhere, the Saint of the capitaben- 
joys all the privileges of the. metropolis, 
and that his tomb is conſtantly ſupplied: 
with cuſtomers.: But the devotion of the 
women, always . more fervent in: every - 
country: than that of the men, is not li- 
mite. in Egypt to the invocation . of 
. 
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eroud of curious people accompanied 
him 
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Manes; and as rogues are always en- 
_couraged by dupes, many Saints are to 
be ſeen at Cairo in perſect good health, 
10 vhom the women addreſs themſelves 

in preference to the dead ones. It is ge- 
nerally at the gate, or in the court of the 
Moſques, that theſe predeſtined Saints 
take up their habitations, lying on an in- 
different mat; their dreſs proclaims that 
they already think themſelves in Paradiſe; 
and this air of bleſſedneſs cheriſhes the 
veneration of the people. Others, to 
give themſelves more importance, march 
gravely along the ſtreets, covered: only 
with a long tunick of white wool. They 
preach contempt of riches, but aſk alm 
with inſolence, and POP proclaim 
the end of the world, _ 

One of theſe Saints gabe 2 N 


Egypt, that the habit of cheating others, 


leads men at length to impoſe upon 


themſelves. One of theſe knaves, be- 
come an enthufiaſt, announced to the 
people the day and hour when, on pro- 


nouncing the name of God, he would 
paſs the Nile, ſtandiag om a mat. A 


| at 
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him to the ſhore; the Saint ſoon diſap- 
prared in the waves; and the fools, 
who were waiting for the miracle, by 
giving it time to operate, left the mad- 
man time enough to drown himſelf. 

Humanity, degraded by theſe pious 
abſurdities, is honoured, however; in 
Egypt, by an unlimited eſtabliſhment 
for the blind; it is from this reafon, that 
from its being open to 4 general recep- 
tion, all the blind are collected at Cairs, 
which has given ſanction to the opinion, 
that this mis fortune is mulriplied by the 
climate. They reckon about four hou- 
fand, maintained by the Moſque of Sul- 
tan Haſſan; but, comparatively with 
our climate, this number does not ex- 
ceed, perhaps, the proportion of the in- 
habitanis. It muſt be allowed, however, 
that in Egypt, this diſorder attacks, 
more particularly, that claſs of indivi- 
duals who hie habitually in the ſtreets, or 
on the terraces of the houſes, - A freſh | 
dew, which falls in the night, inſenſibly 
affects the eye · lids, and diſpoſes them 
to ulceration, ſrom the contraſt with the 
er day. But on the other hand, 


the 
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the ſight of thoſe who fleep under cover 
does not even pay the uſual tribute, to 
which intemperance alone ſubjects the 
inhabitants of other climates. | 
After having conſidered the monu- 
ments of Egypt, the beauty of its cli- 
mate, its population, the activity of its 
inhabitants, and the richneſs of its pro- 
ductions, there is nothing remaining 
but to. throw. a glance of nent on 
its wretched government. 
Some Georgian children crdaſiiberes 
into Egypt, and-ſold there, re- people ten 
or twelve thouſand Mamalukes, which 
trifling number furniſhes the Beys with 
ſubalterns. more cruel than their maſters; 
and who. carry their tyrannical orders iin: 
to execution with aggravated barbarity. 
In examining: the canons, or code of 
Sultan Selim, one would imagine that 
this Prince capitulated with the Mama- 
lukes, rather than conquered! Egypt. 
It is evident, in fact, that by ſuffering 
the twenty - four Beys to ſobſiſt, who. 
governed that kingdom, he only aimed 
at ballancing their authority, by that of 
a ech. whom he conſtituted Governor 
General, 17 
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General, and Prefident of the Council; 
and this was actually the caſe as long as 
the Porte was able effectually to ſupport 

its officers; but the weakneſs of the Or- 
toman government ſoon reduced it to 
the ſole reſource of forming diviſions | 
amongſt the Beys, in order to maintain 
its own authority over them. It is thus 
that the Turks, by always eſpouſing the 
weakeſt party, ereated themſelves new 
enemies; and theſe frequent errors have 
reduced the Pachas to an empty title, 
ſometimes flattered by the Mamalukes, 
who always take care, however, to re- 
tain the perſon who bears i Ne ſhot up in 
a cloſe priſon. 
The celebrated Ai- Bey F contributed 
the moſt to this anarchy; he had form- 
ed the project of becoming independent, 
and it was to attain that object, that, in 
the days of his great influence, after ex- 
MIN or TM all the Beys who 


pes . 


+ For the views and nete of Ali-Bey, | 
and the Cheik-Taher, ſee Dodſley's Annual Re- 
giſter for 1773; in which, however, there are ma- 
ny erroneous particalars reſpecting the Baron de 
Tott, the Grand Viſir, and Haſſan Pacha. 
; Tranſlator. 
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appeared to poſſeſs too much power for 
him, to give him hopes of making them 
inſtrumental in his deſigns, he forced 
the Pacha to confer all the vacant digni- 
ties on his own ſlaves. He thought al- 
ſo, that he could not govern Egypt in 
tranquillity, but by making the Cheik- 
Taher maſter of all Syria and Damaſcus, 
as far as Gaza, which he reſerved for 
himſelf. He intended at the ſame time, 
to eſtabliſh the independence of the 
Druſes and-Mutualis, whom he ſought 
for allies, imagining; that after raiſing 
this impenetrable barrier to the Otto- 
man power, he ſhould have no difficul- 
ty in placing the crown of Egypt on bis 
head. 

One of his 10 however; whom he- 
had elevated to the dignity of Bey, dared 
to enter the liſts with him as his rival; 
and affuming the maſk of fidelity which 
did not impoſe upon the Porte, Mouba- 
met-Bey attacked his maſter, and was ſuc- 
ceſsful ; and, with leſs enlightened views | 
than him, be flew to annihilate the 
Cheir-Taher, in order to re- unite Syria 
to Egypt. His ingratitude efcaped un- 
puniſhed: he was not ſo fortunate, in; his 


politics. 
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ics. He loſt his life at the ſiege of 
Acra; and Murad- Bey, who pretended 
to ſucceed him, was only the tyrant of 
the day, deſtroyed by the laſt revolution, 
which has left 1/mae!-Bey at the head of 
the government, which has already met 
with oppoſition, and ME —— cha» 
racter or conſiſtency. 119704 94:3 
The frequent ay 2 — call; the 
Mamalukes to arms, reſemble more the 
tumult of an aſſaſſination, than an open 
war. The diſſentions of the tyrants af- 


ford the peo ple a ſpectacle which ſerves = 


only to amuſe them. Silent ſpectators, 
indifferent about the ſucceſs, without 
concern, and wuhout hope, they never 
attempt to interrupt any of their opera- 
tions. If the indifference of the people 
reſpecting theſe events, which occur ſo 

frequently, be aſtoniſhing; when one 
conſiders the facility with which they 
could diſpoſe of their tyrants, the tran- 
quillity of the latter is ſtill more ſurpriz 
ing; there is no viſible reſtraint what- 
ever for the multitude; and the Mama- 
lukes appear to contend for Egypt, a8 a 
band of robbers would diſpute en 
. ee 23095 tte einen 
2 Alatn Ef | Each 
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Each Bey, Governor of à province, 
names his Kiachefs, a ſort of Sub- gover- 
nor in every diſtrict. Theſe petty ty- 
rants, inveſted with the dignity which 
prepares the way for their arriving at that 
of Bey, attach to themſel ves ſome Ma- 
malukes without employment, and all 
the towns and villages of Egypt, reſerv- 
ed for the Beys, or parcelled out by them 
amongſt their creatures, are ſubject to a 
teritorial tribute. - The cultivator holds 
his lands at the diſpoſal of the maſter, 
aſſigned him by the ruling party. The 
body of Mamalukes diſperſed through- 
out Egypt, are always attracted to Cairo 
on every revolution; but theſe quarrels, 
by reſtoring the inhabitants to their li- 
berty, never inſpire them with the idea 
of preſerving it, and the tyrants never 
imagine, that whilſt they are ſkirmiſhing 
at the gates of the en, mT ay be 
mut agaiaſt them, 

All the Beys refute. at Cam; nd 
hey have no other troops but their own 
ſlaves. It is there that intrigues lay the 

ſoundation of their frequent revolutions; 
when they are ready to break out, the 
Kiachefs, their clients, fly with the Ma- 

malukes. 
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malukes to join their: maſters, or to be- 
tray them, by deſerting to the oppoſite 
party, when they find their advantage 
in it. What can be expected from the 
combination of ſuch forces, without ei- 
ther diſcipline, or attachment to the pub- 
lic-weal? their avidity, which is the 
ruling motive that collects them, dif- 
perſes them, as ſoon as they feel: ll, in- 

fluence of a ſtronger intereſt.” N 
The caſtle of Cairo, which ſearcely 
merits that appellation, is in general the 
ſpot where their diſputes commence; and 
the contending parties, to get poſſeſſion 
of this poſt, reſpectively uſe every en- 
deavour to bring over to their ſide the 
Mamalukes who command it. The poſ- 
ſeſſion of the town is the ſole object of 
their conqueſt, which is always followed 
by that of all the Lower Egypt, becauſe 
there is nobody to diſpute it, and that 
the ſituation of Cairo on the Nile, com- 
mands the commerce of all its produc- 
tions, the ſole intereſt of the cultivator ; 
but this town depends, in its turn, on 
the Delta, and Upper Egypt, from 
whence it draws its ſubſiſtence, The 
Seid, is, on this account, the only re- 
ſource 


284 _— MEMOIRS OF THE 


ſource of the fugitives, where they re- 
tire, to interrupt the navigation of the 
river, and ſtarve the capital. 

Troops detached by the viQoplou 
party, follow up the deſtruction of the 
vanquiſhed. Beys, who only obtain par- 
don by reducing their attendants to to 
or three Mamalukes, and reſiding at a 
diſtance, whilſt their partizans continue 
to negociate, and always with, ſucceſs, 
for their return to Cairo, to join the 
prevailing. party. —— During this war 
againſt the fugitives, the Cheik- Am- 
man, who commands the Arabs in 
Upper Egypt, becomes a man of conſe · 
quence; his aſſiſtance is ſolicited by both 
parties: but the Arabs confined 'in Ly- 
bia and Stony Arabia, leſs neceſſary, 
not ſo accommodating, and leſs inſti - 
gated to take a part, pillage on every 
fide: the Delta alone, ſurrounded by 
the waters, is preſerved from their de- 
predations, and the Mamalukes flying 
on the two banks of the river, eſcape 
with difficulty from their 'reſearches. 
The confuſion is general, until 4 freſh 
partition of the governments, diſtricts, 
* * re · eſtabliſnes the adminiſ- 
tration, 
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tration, and again delivers Egypr over 
to new tyrants; !. ane 
A ſhort account of the revelodiow 16) 
which I was myſelf a witneſs, will con- 
firm the idea 1 have here given of the 
Mamalukes, 5 209034 ©1609 2207 Hg? 
After the death of Mavthamier Bey, of 
whom I have already ſpoken, the Beys of 
Egypt, divided into two parties, were 
preparing in ſilence the means of mutual 
deſtruction. Murat, burning with the 
ſame ambition which had animated his 
former maſter, connected with Ibrahim, 
the Chet Elbelet*, and ſome other Beys 
of leſs importance. They exerciſed their 
tyranny without | interruption, whilſt U-: 
mael, Juſſuf, and ſome other Beys, were 
themſelves watching the mament ta eh 
poſſeſſion of the government. 
Vngael-Aga, à man of abilities, full of 
art, and a perfect maſter of treachery and 
diſſimulation, apparently attached to 
Murat Bey, governed in his name, and 
fomented and ſupported the oppreſions, 
to which ſeveral Coptic and Turkiſhimers 
chants had fallen the victims. Murat, 
n on his return from ep 


_ where 


* Commander in Chief. 
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where he had been harraſſing the Arabs, 

was informed that one of his people had 
been baſtinadoed by Soliman Kiachef, 
who was attached to Juſſuf Bey; he ſent 
for the Kiachef, and ordered him to be - 
repaid that correction with iatereſt: Juſ- 
ſaf knew ſo well how to diſſemble this 
offence, that Murat was encouraged to 
imagine he could attempt every thing 
with 1 impunity. His rivals had even af- 
fected to receive him on his return to 
Cairo, ia a ſort of triumph, and both he 
and Ibrahim thought themſelves in a ſtate 
of ſecurity; when on the 18th of July, 
1777, Iſmael, Juſſuf, all the Beys of 
their party, and their Mamalukes, quit- 
ted the town- to get poſſeſſion of Old 
Cairo, and conſequently of the- naviga- 
tion of the Nile, giving the Chek Elbe- 
let, and Murat to underſtand, at the 
ſame time, that they had better quietly 
ſubmir, than wait till they were com- 
pelled to it by the ſword or famine. So 
ſudden à revolt, not giving them time 
to collect their Mamalukes, they had no 
other reſource than by taking poſſeſſion of 
the Caſtle of Cairo, the commanders of 
which are Re in the intereſt of the 
ruling 
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ruling party Murat and Ibrahim, hows: 


ever, daily challenged, and ſtreighten- 
ed by the troops which beſieged them in 
the Caſtle, tried in vain the influence of 
the firmans * of the Pacha, whom they 
kept a priſoner, but who probably did 
not wiſh: to extricate them from their 
difficulty. An event ſtilß more diſagree - 
able for Murat, was the deſertion of I. 


mael-Aga, who, we have ſeen, was his 


principal agent and adviſer. This man, 
inſtead of coming to the Caſtle to follow; 
the fortune of his maſter, went over to 
the other party, with upwards of 800,000. 
ſequins;'| which were entruſted to his 


care. This treachery ſoon reduced Murat 


and Ibrahim to the neceſſity of flying into 
Upper Egypt with #'flender retinue, 
with which they took poſſeſſion of Minies. 
The deſerter, Iſmael; | was inveſted with 
the dignity of Bey, as well as Soliman 
Kiachef, to whom they made a preſent! 
of Murat's houſe, by way of indemnity 
for the baſtinado he had received there; 
a fortnigi before. Peace wa poblihgA 
2117223 9196 ,£1291me(þ 7s Txd3ogo0r H 


In Gedinasee ih fett uf edit, bien >the! 
FAG three a7 called Vifrs of the Bench, 


iſſue out in the Grand Signior's name. 


288 — THE/ 


at the ſame time, and Juſſuf- Bey, for 
blinded by His pride, as not to ſec that 
he had only been the inſtrument of this 
revolution, was already imprudent enough 
to maniſeſt his intentions of governing 
his aſſgciates; but the two Iſmaels were 
not long in puniſhing him for having 
formed ſo ertoncous an opinion of their 
characters; they aſſaſſmated him in his 
own houſe, - his adherents ſuffered the 
ſame fate, and the new: Bey, Soliman, 
was degraded from hig digmity- FPhis 
event, however, by na means promiſed 
a laſting peace, and we may fairly pre · 
ſume that the deſtruction of the fugitives! 
would terminate 1 e of * wo 
tyrants; 

1 ſhall col Apt wihcurdalts 
mitting tu hiſtorians, and geographers, 
an obſervatian, without which;: the, par- 
ticulars of the landing of St. Lewis, at, 
Damietta, as given us by Joinville, would 
be unintelligible. This ocular; ,witoets, 
of" the fact. » Jays, that the, King's fleet, 
difperſcd after its Jeaving, Cyprus, col - 
lected together at Damietta, where Lewis 


landed on an iſland which communicated 


eee by ee po follows 
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from this, that the Nile falling at that 
time into the ſea; perpendicularly with 
the coaſt; had a fmall arm, which frerch- 
ing to the Etward, formed an ifland 
oppoſite to Damietta. This branch is 
now become the main bed of the river; 
and the filling up of the ancient mouth, 
by joining the iſtand to the Delta, pre- 
ſents the geographer, at this day, only: 
with a tongue of land, which is covered 
by the town. The hiſtorian: will per- 
ceive, alfo, that if this change had taken 
place before the arrival of rhe Cruſaders, 
their ſituation would not have been fo 
diſtreſſing as it was; the Delta would 
not only have furniſhed them with abund- 
ance of proviſions, but an impenetrable 
aſylum againſt the cavalry of the Mama- 
lukes, and the ſituation the moſt advan- 
tageous for the purpoſe of reducing them, 
But it was on the oppoſite bank that 
Saint Lewis expoſed his army to be cut 
off from the means of ſubſiſtence, by 
giving the Soudan the opportunity of 
_ uniting all his forces againſt him. Join- 
ville ſpeaks of Tanis too, one of the ca- 
nals of Charkia, as a branch of the Nile, 
and appears not to be acquainted with 

Tos. 1. * the 
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the point of the Delta that ſeparates 
them. I ſhalh here obſerve, alſo, to na- 


- tural philoſophers, that the fort of St. 


Lewis, built on the point of the tongue 
of land, formerly the iſle, on which the 
landing was effected, is ſtill bathed by 
the waters of the ſea; and if we conſider 
that the epocha of its conſtruction muſt 
neceſſarily be coeval with the exiſtence 
of the harbour of F rejus, from which the 
Saint-King embarked on his expedition 
to Egypt, we may conclude that the fill- 
ing of that harbour, and its diſtance 
from the water at this day, muſt be at- 
tributed only to-the conſtant accumula- 
tions of the ſoil and other matters, ſince 
it is evident, from the preſent ſtate of 
fort St. Lewis, that there has been no 
ſenſible alteration in the level of the ſea. 
After I had reimbarked at Alexandria, 
the frigate ſailed along the coaſt of 
Egypt, ſteering clear of the ſhallow rocks 
that render it inacceſſible as far as Dami- 
etta, the road of which we croſſed, and 
bent our courſe towards Joppa, where 
the dock is hardly large enough to ſhelter 
a few ſmall veſſels. We anchored in the 


road, at near two leagues diſtance from 
| 4 1X 
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the beach. The frigate took this ſtation 
on the coaſt of Syria, to enable me to go 
to Rames: I went to this town of Paleſ- 
tine on horſeback, where the Chriſtian 

Solicitor of the Holy Land came from 
Jeruſalem to have an interview with mie. 
This Recollet Friar had with him, by 
way of eſcort, the four principal Arabs 
of the Mountain, Such was the influ- 
ence of his money, that on receiving my 
meſſenger, he made theſe Princes, who 
had long been at variance, conclude a 
truce for the ſole purpoſe of coming | 
more conveniently to ſee me. 

The Governor of Jeruſalem, who had 
arranged this pacification, was deſirous 
that I ſhould avail myſelf of it, to wait 
upon him; but the more deſirous he ap- 
peared of giving me a good reception, 
the leſs was J tempted to pay the ex- 
pences of ſuch a viſit; beſides that the 
importance of the Solicitor in the country 

appeared to me too well eſtabliſhed for 
me to add any thing to it, and the relics 
with which the Holy Directory gratified 
me, left me nothing more to wiſn for. 

The country between the ſea and Jerv- 
falem i is flat, and for about ſix leagues in 


N 2 breadth 


a 
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breadth very fertile. The Indian fig- 
tree“, of which the hedges are formed, 
ſerves as an inſurmountable barrier for 
the ſecurity of the fields. Their trade 
conſiſts in cottan, and their induſtry in 
ſpinning; and this part of the Holy Land 
is particularly curious from the veſtiges 
of 'the Cruſaders, with which it is co- 
vetec. 

Mahometaniſm, whilſt it deſtroys theſe 
monuments, ſtil} retains the means of 
profiting by the pious enthuſiaſm that 
raiſed them. But the pslicy of the Turks 
in admitting the Greeks and the Latins 
to partake of the holy places, in order to 
benefit by their diviſions, reckoned more 
upon their pride, than upon their devo- 
tion. So ſubſtantial a revenue has ſur- 
paſſed their expectations; the quarrels 
between the adherents of the two rites are 
inexhauſtible; and, thanks to the gold 
of Spain ! the government of Jeruſalem 
is looked upon as one of the molt lucra- 
tive fituations for oppreſſion. That 
which the Greeks had juſt experienced 
on image arrival at Rames, covered the 
1 e F Catholics 


„This plant is alſo called in French, La Ra- 
quette, 
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Catholics with glory, and the cavaleade 
of their Solicitor was one of the conſe- 
quences of that triumph. He inſiſted on 
conducting me to Joppa; and I was really 
inchanted to ſee the uniform of the Recol- 
lets aſtride upon a beautiful Arabian 
horſe, richly harneſſed and capariſoned, 
On approaching the coaſt, they ſhewed 
me the horrid pyramid erected by Me- 
hemet-Bey. This monſter had formed 
it of fifteen hundred heads he had ordered 
to be cut off, after taking of this ton. 
Jaffa, or Joppa, forms a ſepara v ego: 
vernment, and is the appendage of a 
Sultana, who farms- out the cuſtom- 
houſe; but the depopulation of this 
town muit neceſſarily have diminiſned 
its commerce. It conſiſts at preſent 
only in linen and rice, which are ſent 
from Damietta, for the caonſumption of 
Napoulouſe,, Rames, and Jeruſalem, 
and the numerous hords of Arabs en- 
camped on the plains of Gaza; in ex- 
change for which, Damietta | receives 
clumly glaſs-ware, made at Ebrom, ray 
cotton, cummia, and particularly Jop- 
pa ſoap, which article, by an umnmemo+ 
rial grant, pays only half duties in 
Egypt. 


N33 After 
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After viſiting the Solicitor, the Con- 
vent of his order, and adopting all the 
meaſures he thought neceſſary, this monk, 
who was not in Prieſt's orders, inſiſted 
on giving me the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of 
his reſpect, by beſtowing his benedicti- 
on on me in the face of Iſrael; but in 
ſpite of this preſervative, the tho 
followed us to the beach, were very near 
ſeeing me ſwallowed up by the breakers 
on the bar, which the ſailors were bold 
enongh to attempt, and which they could 
har, , paſs with the nen exertions ne 
their „„ 

On my return to the krigite; ſhe fe cl 
for St. Joha of Acra, where we anchor- 
ed the next morning. Dgezar, Pacha 
of Seid, was then at that place; he ſent 
a very preſſing invitation to me on land- 
ing, to come and fee him, but | was ve- 
ry far from having any ſuch intention. 
The cruelties for which he was celebrar- 
ed, and the oppreſſions which made him 
feared, inſpired me only with the deſire 
of mortifying him. It was eaſy to diſ- 
cover, from the language of the officer 
he had ſent to pay his compliments to 
aw. that my credit at the Porte was the 

chief 
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chief. motive of bis politeneſs, and I did 
not let flip this opportunity of reviving - 
the uneaſineſs he had long been under, 
from the reſentment of the Grand Signi- 
or. I anſwered him, © that as we were 
both travellers, it was not worth while 
to become acquainted. The officer 
did not imagine that this anſwer would 
prevent me from paying a viſit to his 


maſter, at his place of reſidence: but the 


Pacha felt all the bitterneſs of it; for the 
word traveller, the literal ſenſe of which 
could not apply to him in his govern- 
ment, was taken by him as I intended it, 
—in its figuratiye ſenſe of death, as appli- 
ed by the Turks. He could not but 
feel, in fact, that had it not been for the 
weak neſs of the Porte, which no longer 
puniſhed any diſorder, he muſt long ſince 
have paid with-his heddzpthe horrible ty- 
ranny he had exerciſed. He carried it to 
ſuch a length, as even to take a pride in 
the reputation of cruelty, and this mon- 
ſer aſſumed the name of Dgezar, Buich- 
er, in which he gloried; and it was a ti- 
tle he richly merited, by immuring a- 
live a number of perſons of the Greek 
ee when he rebuilt the walls 
itte N 4 * 
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of Baruth, to defend it from the invaſion 
of the Ruſſians. The heads of theſe un- 
fortunate victims are ſtill to be ſeen, 
which the Butcher had left expoſed, the 
better to enjoy their torments. It was on 
ſuch ferocious principles as theſe that 
Dgezar regulated all his conduct. His 
own ſecurity obhging him to keep in 
pay a ſet of banditti, he had-finted/ out a 
little fleet compoſed of them, with which 
he harraſſed the coaſt, ' whilſt a body of 
horſe; of the ſame character, attended at 
his lanxling. Dgeaar Patrha, thus ſitu- 
ated at Acra, finding that he could ob- 
tain nothing from me, was deſirous, at 
leaſt, of being faluted by the 'frigate 3 
dut this man, as ignorant as he was 
haughty, thought he had only to ſhow 
himſeif on thecbeach, with a brilliant 
eavalcade, to ecbive a mark of reſpect, 
to 1 9; he could only have any preten- 
fion by embarking” on the water. He 
had no doubt, therefore, that the ſi- 
lence of the frigate was | owing to the 
diſtant manner in which I had trrated 
him. To revenge this ſuppoſed affront, 
he ſent orders to Stid not to ſalute the 
ſtigate on her arrival, taking care; at the 
> 7 lame 
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ſame time, to let me, know the diſpol: 
tion he had made; but this inſignificant 
mark of his reſentment, had no bettet 
effect than his firſt advances, I ſent him 
for anſwer, (that l thanked 1 for hax- 
ing apprized me of his intentions, it he- 
ing mine alſo to ſuppreſs theſe: preſents 
which an- abuſive cuſtom; wm eſt abliſh - 
e b 03 hug 
The town of Aera 1 ron! ar 5 
rably ſpacious bay, and ,protMted from 
the ſoutherly winds by MowhtCanmebf; 
The principal walls-of the chunch, built 
by the Knights Hoſpicalers, are ſtill xa - 
5 ſeen heres which they dedicated to 
St. John; 200 this name, joined oto tut 
of the town, has made it known under the 
name of St. John of Acra. Commereial 
ſpeculations could not have been begun 
in this place, until a long time after the - 
retreat of Ry e ara ae. 
| N. urn ute fGafts + 


he 


1 The tengba⸗ of: the Eatholtt Thr ipn, Ns f 
ſerve the Grotto of the Prophet KH, ob un fün 
for che pilgrims u ho viſit it, and d iſtr te inſteh 

of relics, of which they have none, Geodes;ifa fort 
of chryftallization, larger than an apple, and hollow 
in the middle) of every ſhape, which he country : 


abounds Wirh, and men they paſs for perriked 
fruits. | 
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ſiaſts were no greater favourers of com- 
merce than the Turks, who to govern, 
have always been the plunderers of Syria. 
le was only, therefore, under the quiet 
and beneficent reign of Cheik-Taher, 
that the plentiful crops multiplied our 
eſtabliſhments, and it is ſince the tragical 
end of that Prince, that commerce has 
begun to decline. The trade here con- 
ſiſts princi pally in cotton, which was of a 
ſuperior quality before the planter gave 
the grain to be ſeparated by others, which 
pre inde fo much better ru him- 
ſelf. - 

o:f Gs from Acra for Seid; the reſi- 
dence of the King's Conſul General. This 
town is, in ſome degree, the head quar- 
ters of our commerce in Syria. We an- 
chored there along · ſide of a ſhip of war 
belonging to the Grand Signior, the 
Captain of which did not ſeem inclined 
to ſhow us much politeneſs. I have al- 
ready mentioned, that the fortreſs was 
forbid ſaluting us by order of the Pacha; 
but the Dgezar had not foreſeen, that 
during my reſidence at Conſtantinople, 
1 ſhould have happened to ſuperintend- 
the conſtruction of the very Turkiſh ca- 


ravel 
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ravel Iich was in the harbour of Seid; 
that I had caſt all its artillery; and that 
the Captain himſelf ſhould have been in- 
debted to me for his promotion. This 
Was the firſt veſſel of the Grand Signior, 
too, which diſplayed the green flag IL had 
prevailed on the Porte to adopt. The 
Captain no ſooner heard that I Was on 
board the frigate, than he ſent to pay me 
his compliments; and I thought it was 
nece ſſary to make him feel, that the in- 
dependent conduct of the Pacha of. Seid, 
ſhould have induced him to ſhow more 
reſpet to the King's flag, as that of the 

Grand Signior was leſs reſpected in Sy- 

ria than elſe where; he anſwered this re- 

preſentation accordingly with nine guns, 

Which we returned him. He came at- 

| er wards to the Conſul ts to ſee me, to apo · 
logize fot his negligence, and. to invite 


me on board his ſhip, where was ſa- 
luted on entering, and on quitting it. 


This cannonade became a freſh ſubject 
3 of vexation. for the Pacha, whom. the- 
* Turkiſh Captain did not treat with much 
reſpect. To avoid; theteſdrer ſomecnew 
affront, Dgezar determined not to enter 
the barbour before N but Mr. le 
Baron 
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orders he Was igngrant, 
YL weaknels of the deſpot, and the cowar- 
dice of his ſubordinate ofiicers, ' who awe 


7 * 
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Baron de Durfort ſaluted his little fleet 
at ſunriſe; and this unexpected mark of 


attention perſuaded. him that 1 ſhould 
treat bim better at Sein than at Acra. 
He again invited me to come aad ſee 
him; but although J underſtood that 
he intended me a diſtinguiſhed tecepti- 
on, I continued unſhaken in my firſt re- 
ſolution, well convinced that I acquired 
more real honour in lowing my deteſ- 
tation to this monſter, than in receiving 


ſome en mark Mingion. from 
him. 91 | 14177) 1 3266, 3140 


It is to end 15 object jn vrit- 
ing theſe Memoirs, that I have thought 
it neceffary to deſcribe the character of 
Dgezar, and my conduct teſpecting him. 
This lion, let looſe sgainſt humanity, 


who tyrannized over the province; and 


kept bark two years tribute from the 
Srand Sighior with! impunity, humbled 
by a foreigner, and teſtrained in his te- 
ſentment by a ſingle Poet of whoſe 


y painting the 


him at a diſtance, gives, at one ſtroke 
"of 
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of the Peneil, che pikinre of the Irigy 
empire. . TIF 8; in nei on 
The town of Seidel end ichn, 
is ſituated in the middle of the cnaſt of 
Syria, at the foot of Lebanon, and Anti- 
Lebanon. The Mutualis-:inhabit che 
ſouthern, and the Druſes the northern 
part of that chain of mountains which 
extend along the coaſt, and preſerve 
their independence in ſpite of the various 
attempts made by the Porte to bring 
them into more immediate ſubjection. 
It is true that the Druſes are not always 
exact in paying the tribute agteed upon. 
The Pacha of Seid is even obliged, for 
the ſafery of his 6wn domains to farm 
them out to the powers of the mountain 
but this method of avoiding their rav. 
ges, does not always ſecute the receipt of 
his revenues; and theſe ecempulſory 
farmings are productive of quarrels, 
- wherein the nature of the diſpute is fre- 
qbently changed by [incidental citeum- 
andes. Ihe Matualis, who: anbabit 
Anti- Lebanon, from Seid to Accra, are 
leſs numerous than the Druſes ; but the 
caſtles they dwell in, render them as 
? Sealy ee as difficult 
N 3 +2508 
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to reduce. The ſummit of every hill 
ſerves them as a fortreſs. Each propri- 
etor of land is a great vaſſal ; and this 
people, who are fanatics in the precepts 
of Ali, have a particular abhorrence for 
the Sunnite Mahometans, whom they 
maſſacre without pity whenever they can 
find the opportunity. The Mutualis 
have agreed to pay an annual tribute of 
wo. hundred purſes: for the free: enjoy- 
ment of their mountains, and their ſeig- 
nories ; but they are more ſcrupulous in 
enjoying thoſe advantages, than in ob- 
ſerving the conditions annexed to their 
enjoyment; ſo that the Druſes, as well, 
as the Mutualis, equally difficult of te- 
ſtraint, by contracting the autherhy of 
-the Pacha within too narrow limits, haue 
rendered it more heavy ſot the inhabitants 
of Seid. Between this town; add Acra, 
is to be ſeen the town of Sour, the cele- 
brated Tyre, which is in ſubjection to, a 
chief of the Mutualis; and this cradle of 
navigationiſtill poſſeſſes the belt harbour 
-of Syria: but a few cargoes of tobacco, 
or of corn, belonging to the merchants 
of Seid, are the only objects of com- 


merce of this. . city, excepting the 
| article 
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iP of thread, W is 1 PR to 


market by the country people, and Gebiet 
the French have the Ka Privilege 
of purchaſing 5. 1 


If our me chang themſelves, have n not 
been exempt f from the oppreſſions 5 


the Pacha, it is only becaule they have 
not hitherto ſhewn firmneſs enough to 
awe him, for this Governor 1 well 
the danger to which the fury of. the pee». 

ple would expoſe him, if by his miſcon- | 


duct he compelled. our merchants, to 
withdraw themſelves. | 


On quitting Seid, the frigate cott. 
ed to run 8 the coaſt, and come to 


— 


6 20 M3553! anchor 


& This circumſtance 08 the Torkiſh govern- 
ment, which neither knows how to grant, or how 
to withhold judiciouſly. One of the French mer- 
ch:nts ſettled at Seid, preſides over the public mar- 
ket; the Janiffaries attached to the ſervice of that 
nation, have the care of the police; our brokers fix 
the price of the thread, the people of the country 
are not allowed to buy it, —and, conſequently, 
much leſs itranzers;—no monopoly can be more 
manifeſt ; but it is ſo well eſtabliſhed in the minds 
of the people, that they would themſelves revolt 
againſt the government, were it diſpoſed to put a 
ſtop to it; and the ſpinſters prefer the certainty of 
2 quick ſale to the uncertain profits of a higher 
price, for which they might be * to wait, 
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anchor with:n ſome ſhallows at the bot- 
tom of. the road of Baruth. This town 
is built on a tongue of land that advan- 
ces in the form of a peninſula, the plat- 
form of which is ornamented with a wood 
of pine trees, planted in rows. The 
beauty and variety of the gardens around 
the town, and the purity of the air, bad 
drawn together a great number of inha- 
bitants; and during the whole period 
that che Porte had transferred the Lord- 
ſhip of Baruth to the Emir of the Druſes, 
who inhabit the neighbouring mountains, 
the mildneſs of the government, and 
above all the ſpirit of toleration, which 
placed the Druſe, the Mahometan, - and 
the Chriſtian, on the ſame footing, in- 
duced a great number of ; merchants to 
ſeitle there; but ſince Dgezar has taken 
poſſeſſion of this town, to deſtroy its com- 
merce, and force it to concentre itſelf 
in Seid, the merchants of Baruth have 
abandoned it, and retired into the moun- 
tains, there to wait for the deſtruction 
of the tyrant. His object was to increaſe 
"the income of the Cuſtom · houſe at Seid, 
which is always formed by the Pacha; 
bot his- eee could or cog that 
| Ser nies . Jpee: ulations: 
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ſpeculations of revenue, when they ſtrike 

at induſtry, cannot, for that reaſon, ever 
be calculated on ny principles of n 
merce. | 

The mountains of 8 — a- 

long the ſea coaſt from Baruth, ſix 
leagues to the northward; they are un- 
der thoſe of Lebanon, and form their 

baſe. They are peopled by Catholics, 
who live in perfedt harmony with the 
Druſes, their neighbours, of hoes: i | 
ſhall ſoon ſpeak more particularly. 

Tripoli, in Syria, which was che nene 
place we went to, after quittiag Baruth, 
is ſituated ata ſmall diſtance from th 
road for the ſhipping, and the number of 
gardens which ſurround it, would mae 
it a deliglitful abode, was not the air {6 
unhealthy in ſummer. Its territory which 
extends and riſes up to Mount Leba- 
non Ts abounds in vineyards. 25 Every 
little eminence produces wine of a diffe- 


5 15 is in that, part of the mountains adjoining 
Tripoli, that we may ſtill ſee che fo much boaſted 
cedars of Lebanon. I was aſſured that their anti- 
quiry was the moſt remarkable ciream ſtance about 


=o en att 
em. 
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rent quality, and the golden wine, (te 
vin d'Or , is TN Ade every 
other. 

The nee of alk, ich is cul- 
tivated throughout Lebanon, and is 
collected by the merchants at Tripoli, is 
the principal object of commercial ſpe- 
eulations. The annual exports of this 
article for France, amount to ſeven or 
eight thouſand quintals, the greateſt 
part of which is expedited from the other 
ports, which have no returns, and the 
bills ſent for that purpoſe from Conſtan - 
tinople, are always negociated with the 
Pacha. The Pacha who commanded 
there was the ſon of the Pacha of Da- 
maſcus, { ſtood in need of his aſſiſt- 
ance to furniſh me with the means of 
travelling by land to Aleppo, and as he 
was not then at Tripoli, I was glad to 
hear that I ſhould find him at Lattaquey; 
but the frigate not been able to anchor 
in the port, from the negligence of the 
Turks, who have ſuffered the harbour 
to be choaked up with the ballaſt thrown 
out by the ſhips, ſhe brought to, and 
remained there till the return of the boat 
which carried me to the harbour of Lat- 
taquey. 
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raquey. Its entrance is defended by a 
caſtle, in ſo ruinous a ſtate, that had 1 
not heard the artillery that ſaluted me, I 
ſhould have paſſed without perceiving 
any fortification. The Chief Officer of 
the Cuſtoms received me on my landing, 
with all the reſpe&t due to my miſſion, 
and the ſtile of his civilities gave me a 
favourable opinion of his maſter *. _ 


After repofing ſome time in a kioſk, 
dre they brought me ſome refreſh- 


4 * 


. The manner in which the diſpoſition of the 
maſter influences all his dependants, i is one of the 
moſt remarkable circumſtances in the manners of 
the Turks; it ſeems as if deſpotiſm would be im- 
perfe&, without ſubjugating the very ſentiments, 
The attendants of a Turk are on the watch to ob- 
ſerve the manner in which any perſon is received 
by their patrons, to treat him in the ſame manner 
on his departure; unlucky he, who ſhall have re- 
ceived a kick from him! They take the liberty 
| likewiſe to conſtrue his intentions. A Pacha had 
taken a great friendſhip for an European mer- 
chant, —he could never be without him; and all 
his court gave entertainments to the ſtranger. 'The 
latter was ſabje& to the gout, and the Pacha who 
had unfortunately ſtudied a little medicine, had a 
mind to cure his friend; and when he knew; that 
he was in the moſt excruciating pain, he wade two 
of his ſervants go, with RE to 9 him fifty 

| ſtrokes 


38 MEMOIRS OF THE 


ments, I went to Lattaquey. This town, 
the ancient Laodicea, is built on a plat- 
form which overlooks the harbour. It 
ſtill exhibits ſome veſtiges of its ancient 
ſplendour, and its trade maintains, at 
this day, many handſome houſes. It 
was not long before the Pacha of Tripo- 
li ſent to compliment me on my arrival, 

with aſſurances of his deſire to ſee me, 
and render me any ſervice, This diſpo- 
ſition was very favourable for my intend- 
ed journey to Aleppo, and I obtained 
from this Pacha more aſſiſtance than 
or SA | 5. 25 qe 
frokes of a flick on the ſoles of his feet Theſe 

fellews who were not ſo learned as: their maſter, 
aſtoniſhed at firſt, at a remedy that did not ſeem to 
be of a very friendly nature, were at length per- 
ſuaded that the iofidel had given offence, and ex- 
ecuted their orders accordingly, with the utmoſt 
rigour, of which they did not fail to boaſt on their 
return to the Pacha. How wretches,” faid he, 
* you have dared to treat my friend ill? The fifty 
Ktokes I ordered were a remedy,—the inſults you 
have added, are an offence,” —and he immediately 
ordered each of them one hundred; from thence he 
went to beg pardon of his friend for the infolence of 
his. ſeryants who had preſumed to make av addition 
to the remedy. The European would readily have 
diſpenſed with this remedy, but he ſoon had rea- 


ſon to commend it, and was perſectly cured of the 
diſorder, 
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was neceffary; he inſiſted even on add- 
ing every honour, and ſeemed to fear a 
cenſure from the Porte, if, by negle&- 
ing to procure me reſpect, I ſhould hap- 
pen to be expoſed to any inſults in a 
mountains I had to croſs. Qn my return 
from this viſit, his firſt Equerry brought 
me a horſe, ſent by his maſter, aſſuring 
me at the ſame time, that he could, 
from experience, anſwer for his being 
ſure- footed amongſt the ſteepeſt rocks. 
As I had procured at Tripoli, in Sy- 
ria, tents and other neceſſaries, every 
thing was ſoon prepared for my depar- 
ture. We ſet out with the guards ſent 
by the Pacha to eſcort me, and pitched 
our firſt encampment on the banks of a 
river at the foot of Mount Lebanon. 1 
had ſcarcely diſmounted, before a Druſe 
of the Mountain, preſented me a com- 
plaint againſt a French merchant, his 
debtor, againſt whom I had already re- 
ceived ſeveral of a ſimilar nature. Whilſt 
the neceſſary orders were expediting for 
the verification, and payment of the debt, 
I was glad of the opportunity of conver- 
ſing with a man who had ſtruck me by 
the noble manlineſs with which he had 


come 
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come to demand juſtice ; and this inter- 
val gave me time to get a few particu- 
lars from him reſpecting the manners 
and cuſtoms of the Druſes, which I ſhall 
ſubjoin with ſome further ideas on the 
ſubjea. + 1 
This people, compriſed under the ſame 
denomination, are divided into different 
ſeas, who mutually deteſt each other; 
but who, nevertheleſs, invariably unite 
in defence of their common liberty, and 
by an uniform prejudice againſt the Ma- 
hometans, This diſpoſition, however, 
they manifeſt leſs than any other, When 
| their affairs call them into the Turkiſh 
towns, they frequent the Moſques, but 
prefer our churches, when they can go 
to them without danger; yet do they 
appear as far removed from the dogmas 
of the Goſpel, as from the precepts of 
the Coran. It is evident, from what 
can be collected, that the greateſt part 
of the Druſes are ſectaries of Haken-Bamr- 
lab“, Caliph of Egypt, of the family 
of the Phatimites. Theſe mountaineers, 
in deifying him, have called him Ha- 
21 0.4 = 


»An Arabian word fgnifying, ** ruling by the 
order of God.” 


BARON DE TOTT. 311 


kem- Bamri f, * have only preſerved 
the name. of his Apoſtle, Dourf, This 
etymology, taken from their ſacred 
books, is ſufficient to overturn that which 
Mr. Pujet de Saint Pierre has given. He 
makes the Druſes deſcendants. of the 
Comte de Dreux, an origin. too abſurd to 
merit a ſerious diſcuſſion. The Caliph 
Hakem, and his Apoſtle, ſcem to have 
refined upon the contempt which ſecta- 
ries of all ages and countries have ſhewn 
for humanity ; they have divided their 
followers into three claſſes; the prieſts, 
the ele& or initiated, and the people. 
This latter claſs, who are ſcarcely ac- 
quainted with a few ſocial principles, 
without which mankind cannot fleep in 
ſecurity, is obliged to repole its hopes 
of ſalvation on the credit of the two for- 
mer. It is on this feeble ſupport, how- 
ever, that the Druſes believe in the elect 
of God, and contemn every contrary 
opinion. Hakem has promiſed them 
that they ſhall be the heirs of the Turks, 
| who are to be deſtroyed by the Chriſti- 

ans. They mult have imagined, no 
doubt, that this prophecy was on the 

point of being tre Toe, during the 
| laſt / 


1 Ruler of his order. 
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laſt war with the RuMats ; and this 6pi- 
nion has always made them give a deci- 
ded preference to the'Chriſtians ; but it 
is probable chat their Prophet has but 
ill calculated the order of ſucceſſion. 

| B the hierarchy eſtabliſhed in this 
ſect, all their religious rites are impene- 
trable to the eyes of the profane; even 
their books ® are carefully preſerved; 
that of the prieſts in particular, (called 
The Per Excellentiam Book ; ) it appears 
impoſſible. to procure a fight of it, It 
is pretty generally believed, however, 
that the Druſes worſhip. a ſort of idol, 

which they preſerve under ground, where 
the elect only are allowed to enter. 

Some women of the Druſes, convert- 
ed to the Chriſtian faith, have unvailed, 
too, other ceremonies, not leſs abſurd; 
but as they were not in the ſecret, their 
accuſation is not a ſufficient title for that 
accuracy I wiſh to obſerve. | 

Druſes of different ſects inhabit that 
part of the mountains I paſſed over; the 
Turks call them Nuſeris, or Aerie; but 


this Ne reject both thele  appellations, 
and 


* The Druſes are forbid to eat with any perſon in 
power, for fear of partaking of ill gotten wealth, 
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and preſerve that of the Pruſes, withdut 
prrtending to the glory of impenetrable. 
myſteries. One ſees the greateſt part of 
them, in fact, pay particular adoration to 
the ſun; they bend the knee three tiches 
before him, on his riſing, and ſeem to 
endeavour to ſeize with their hands "the 
firſt rays of that Tominary, to purify | 
themſelves, by rubbing their bodies with 
them. Their worſhip is ſuppoſed tolaſt 
only *rill the evening; and I was aſſured, 
that they indemnify themſelves during 
the night, for their continence in the 
day. Another ſect is ſaid to worſhip! the 
moon, and to reſerve their pleaſures' for 
the day. 142; ; 5 3 3412 102. #14 
We find alſoin theſe mountains ſome 
Gynecolaters“, "Whoſe worſhip, althoug gh ; 
leſs myſterious than that whichthe Chi- 
neſe offet to Linken, Frets, to be found- 
Vor- III. eg 
* Gyhecolaters;—This word ſguißes · Adoter 
of Women; but in the acceptation of the term, in 
what is called © good company, it cannot be appli - 
cable tothe Druſes — The Author has formed This, 
Greek word out of reſpect to the Ladies. 
M. Baron de Tott informed the Traoflator, that 
this worſhip of che female is only partial; the wor- 
ſhipper is on bis knees before the altar; and hi: 
eyes, are on the object of his devotion, for % £ 
which be is not obliged to look—oculis . 


** 
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ed upon the ſame principle. The Dru- 
ſes who. are worſhippers of the ſun, ap- 
pear to have more reſemblance with the 
ancient inhabitants of Palmyra. It is at 

a ſmall Jiſtance from that city, and, ſo 
ſpeaking, in ſight of the ruins of that 
famous edge ; of the Sun, that we ſtill. 
find the worſhippers of chat body. Le- 
banon receives. his firſt rays; it is there 
that his adoration would naturally take 
refuge, and be preſerved. . 

We were two days, in paſſing theſe. 
mountains, of which there are three diſ- 
tiget chains, and two lateral ones form, 
in ſome degree, the baſe which ſupports 
that of the centre. This conſtruction of 
the mountains, alternately preſents the 
horror of the moſt profound abyſſes, the 
moſt dangerous defiles, the moſt pictu- 
reſque ſituations, and the moſt. delight-. 
ful vallies. One, ſees, on every ſide, 
plantations of mulberry-trees kept in the 
greateſt order. Theſe trees, whoſe leaves 
give food for the ſilk· worms, are plant- 
ed in quincunxes, with a perfect regula- 
rity, which renders this refinement more 
remarkable, from its inutility; and as 
it is only amongſt the Druſes that this 
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manner of planting is known through- 
out the Levant. Their villages appear- 
ed to be tolerably well built; they are 
always built under ſteep rocks, which 
ſhelter them; and the fammirs of the 
mountains, crowned with pine trees, 
form the moſt intereſtirig landſcapes. 
We arrived, after three days painful 
march, at the little town of Tchodkeur, 
on the banks of the Orontes. The pil- 
grims from Conſtantinople and from 
Aſia, who were joined together in their 
way to Damaſcus, rhe general rendez- 
vous of the caravan for Mecca, had ar- 
rived before us at Tchoukour, and we 
found them encamped on the borders of 
that river. I eſtabliſhed my camp at 2 
little diſtance; and their chief, (for 
every ſociety chooſes a maſter, or ſbme⸗ 
thing reſembling it,) ſent me 4 preſent 
of fruits, with his compliments on my 
arrival. But notwithſtanding this po- 
liteneſs, the commander of the too 
thought that the neighbourhood' of ſo r nu. | 
mierous' a troop, who were to ſet off tlie 
next day, and every individual of which 
2 hhimſelf ſore of abſolurion, Teft 
_ doubts of my ſecurity. He rein- 


SE | forced. 
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3 my eſcort therefore; with a body 
of infantry, diſpoſed in a line of circum- 
vallation ; but I knew the Turks well 
enough to have a better opinion of the 
- Pilgrims, and too little of my new guard 
not to be. afraid of them. 1 eſcaped, 
however, with a,; ſcattering fire, that 
laſted the whole 'vight, and which they 
aſſured me was the only method. of 
keeping off the robbers; but it was the 
ay alſo of killing honeſt prople, if any 
eh Ware paſs near my 
quarters; and I was, after all, forced. 
e the, beladen for keeping me 
Wen n | 
, Rhbia,, where we flepr the next bt 
l | ike at the entrance of the plains, 
7 5 Some ruins are to be ſeen: 
= 2 85 poing opt go determinate. ob- 
ut bear the marks, of the moſt re- 
_ antiquity. The country around 
this ſmall town is moſt richly cultivated, 
and continues ſo as far as Aleppo. It took 
| us two days and a half to croſs this plain, 
1 the plowing of which i is very remarkable; 
| each furrow ſegms to be traced out, by a 
line, and is without the ſmalleſt bend 
| for the length of a bad of a league. 
1 PLS 1 0 Corn, 


* 4 — 


DARON DE Torr. 317 
Corn, cotton, and a kind of grain which 
the inhabitants make oil of, are pro- 
duced on this ſoĩil. This induſtry ſeems 
to throw a veil over the devaſtations this 
plain has undergone; but it is ſufficient- 
ly teſtified by ſeveral fragments of an- 
tiquity. I ſaw near a foontain, a ſort 
of baſon of white marble, in one block, 
of ſcven feet long, by three in height, 
and four wide, ornamented with gar- 
lands, and the ſlaughtering of rams, in 
the fineſt taſte, and carved with the 
pureſt chiſel ; it was made uſe of as a 
watering trough ; and as we cannot ſup- 
poſe it to have been tranſported either 
from Balbec, or Palmyra, it - plainly 
indicates the former exiſtence of ſome 
town which was nearer, and is more 
completely deſtroyed chan either ol 
them i | 

I. was. ill. had with 8 
entry, which determined me to halt at 
Kantouman, an uſual place of repoſe for 
travellers, built at three leagues from 
Aleppo, on the edge of the deſart which 
ſurtoundsthat city. I arrivedthere at night, 
after paſſing the wildeſt country, and 
breathing an air r ablotutely” ray: 


8 . 0 The 
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The precautions I had taken to avoid 
the pomp they had prepared for me, only 
ſerved to' render it melancholy, for the 
- flambeaux with which they waited for me 
at the gate of the crown, to conduct me to 
the Conſul's, gave our entry the air of 
a funeral proceſſion. 

'The town of Aleppo, celebrated for 
the number of its inhabitants *, the 
beauty of its buildings, its extenſive 
commerce, and the riches that flow from 
it, is ſituated in a hollow, and on a ſmall 
river; but this water which ſupplies the 
inhabitants of Aleppo, appears as fo- 
reign/ from the foil it runs through, as 
the town itſelf is from the deſart in which 
it is placed, and it is only from the de- 
vaſtation of the ſurrounding country that 
one can find the ſolution of this political 
problem; but the cauſes of its preſerva- 
tion, increaſe, and opulence, are eaſily 
to be diſcovered in the neeeſſity there 
was for an emporium between the Me- 
aT 15 diter- 
» They reckon 150,008 ſouls at Aleppo, the 
greateſt number of whom are Mahometans. Some 
Jews, and a great many Armenians, compoſe the 
remainder of the popalatjon : the Franks, who 


are drawn there by commerce, are too few in num- 
ber to merit the being included in che calculation. 
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diterranean and the Perſian Gulph. Ita 
ſituation muſt alſo have been determined 

by the advantageous circumſtance of a 
running water, which is fo ſcarce in theſt 
plains, that this river, whoſe ſource is 
not remote, loſes itſelf a fe lengues be- 
low the town, and ſrems only to how 
itſelf ia this -parched couatry, for the 
purpoſe of am men ini the little valley 
e . lieg Saf. enridens yd 
Aleppo is ſurrounded by Beidensg d 
3 by ſmall plantations of Piſtachio 
trees, whoſe leaves of a delicate green, 
and the fruit of a roſe colaut, ſorm the 
moſt charming coup d weil, hill this 
production itſelf conſtitutes a branch of 
commerce of à ſure and profitable ſale. 
This town is defended from the de - 
predations of the Arabs who ſurround 
it, by a pretty ſtrong caſtle ; and this 
fortreſs, placed in the centre of the circu · 
lar ſpace occupied by the town, is built 
on a butt, or hillnck, which appears to 
have been formed by the hand of man, 
and it ſcems as if it had bren forronnded 
by ſome courſes of ſtone. The ſort, 
which is built on the ancient military 
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pieces of artillery, which might graze 
the tops of all the adjoining hills without 
endangering the houſes ;—all the latter 
have terraces on the top of them, and 
are ſo equal in height, that one has 
very ſeldom any ſteps to mount, or to 
deſcend, it going from one houſe to ano- 
ther; and ſeveral large vaulted ſtreets 
add to the facility of communication, 
by enabling the paſſenger to go from 
one quarter to another, without the 
trouble of paſſing through the ſtreets. 
Thoſe of Aleppo are elegantly paved, 
the footways are formed by large regular 
flag ſtones, and the centre of the ſtreet 
the convenience of the horſes. There 
is an attention to cleanlineſs in Aleppo 
too, unknown in the other towns in 
Turkey; nay even in che capital. This 
object of poliee does not occaſion the in- 
cumbrances of our carts; ĩt is executed 
by aſs- drivers, ho go through the ton, 
and collect the filth from the ſweepers, 
vom each individual is obliged to em- 
ploy. If the heat of the climate renders 
this work not ſo difficult, the ſame heat 
ors: it n to 9 pay A greater at · 
22219 tention 
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tention to cleanlineſs, to preſerve the ſalu- 
brity of the air, particularly under the 
vaulted ſtreets IJ have been ſpeaking of, 
which are principally deſtined for the 
ſhop-keepers. They contain the moſt 
valuable effects: it is there that active 
and paſſive commerce diſplays- its 
activity; but the protection of the dif- 
ferent caravans, as well as the private eſa 
corts for © travellers, furniſn the Pacha 
and his officers with the certain means of 
extorting from trade and from individu- 
als. In every other reſpect, the people 
enjoy more tranquillity at Aleppo, than 
in the other towns, and the Europeans 
have never ſuffered any oppreſſion capa- 
ble of diſcouraging their ſpeculations, 
We may judge alſo from the induſtry of,” 
the people. of Aleppo, that depot, 
tteats it with indulgence. They. even 
venture to enter into competition with 
the Indies. I have- viſited + with atten- 
tion their manufactures of the ſtuffs we 
call herbages *,, the, entry of which: is) 

Q 55 we! | pfto. 


. Feen are 2 « iba RL este gr" | 
with wrought flowers on it, much worn by the la- 
dies in Province, and the ſouthern parts of France, 
into which they are ſmuggled. 
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prohibited into France, although our 
imitation of them can by no means juſ- 
tify the prohibition, for our manner of 
der us from bringing that art to perfec- 
tion, will never allow us to imitate 
them. Leſs depends, in fact, on the 
art of the manufacturer, whoſe work is 
preciſely the ſame as in all brocaded 
ſtuffs, than on the ſkill of the ſpinſter, 
which we muſt Rudy, if we wiſh to imi- 
tate them with ſucceſs. It is their art 
that gives ſuch excellence to the filk of 
Lebanon, and enables it to furpaſs the 
origin of Italy. It is with Aleppo cot- 
tan, with which we can ſcarcely make 
our bourres of Rouen $, that the ſpinſ- 
ters of Syria compoſe the web of the 
herbages ; but the ſpindle requires pa- 
tience, and patience can accompliſh 
every thing *. 

The bourres of Rouen, are of cotton, bro- 


caded with fill ip imiration of the aufg of the 


. Levaat. 
* This manner of ſpinning can never ſuit the 
manufacturers, undoubtedly, whe pay regular 
wages 19 ſpiaſters, The aſſembling of individuals 
n 
; a wile 
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When I arrived at Aleppo, Iſed- Ach 
met Pacha, the Governor ot that town, 
had juſt been removed, and ordered to 
repair the Temple of Mecca; a change 
regretted. by the inhabitants, and which 
converted a good Miniſter: into a had 
architect. He ſet out for his place of 
deſtination, the day of my departure 
for Alexandretta, where I was to ro- 
imbark. The new. Governor gave me 
an eſcort of a. hundred horſe, to which 
he added an Alay-Tchaouché, and 4. 
beater of the tymbal. Beſides this mark 
of diſtinction, peculiar only to the Pa- 
chas, he gave me two led horſes; and 
I: accepted this civility the more readily, 
as it proved that the ſuppreſſion of the 
uſual preſents, which I had declared, 
and in which |; was followed by the Con- 
ſuls of the other nations, was not likely 


2-wiſe adminiſtration, whoſe fitft care ſhould always 
be to preſerve health and good morals. A method. 
was propoſed to government of multiplyiag aud 
bringing ſpinniag to perfection, without:remoring - 
the inhabitants, which would eventually have put: 
an end to begging. The liberty of acting was all 
that was demanded ;—**< But good is not only to be 
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to have ſuch injurious conſequences for 
the Europeans, as I was made to believe. 
This ſuppreſſion had deprived Iſed-Ach - 
met- Pacha of the cuſtomary preſent on 
his departure. I was to encamp near 
him at Kanthouman, and I took it for 
granted that he would diſpenſe with eve- 
ry act of politeneſs towards me, which, 
in fact, would have given me but little 
pain, although, in other reſpects, 1 had 
a perſonal eſteem for him; my tents, 
however, were hardly pitched, by the. 
ſide of his, before he ſent to compli-. 
ment me; vith a requeſt to compenſate- 
to him by my company, for not having 
feen me at Aleppo. I went immediately, 
to his tent, where, - contrary to all the 
OY forms, he roſe up to receive. 
I remained. two-hours in converſa- 
wal wick him, during which kdifcover-. 
ed more. good ſenſe and knowledge in. 
him, than was neceſſary to account. for. 
this ſort of exile into which. he was. ſent 
by the Porte. After communicating this 
obſervation to him, we ſeparated to go 
to reſt, and to take our different routes 
dhe next dax. . Gs 
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Our little croop lay the day following 
at Martavan. The ſingularity of the 
manners of the inhabitants of this village 
is ſo ſtriking, that I cannot help extend- 


ing that celebrity which-Martavan enjoys 


in Syria. L was aſſured” that theadjoin-. 
ing village is governed by the ſame prin- 
ciples, but being deprived of the ad- 
vantage of laying on the high-road, its. 
name is ſcarcely known. Theſe two 
villages belong to a rich proprietor of 
Aleppo, who receives the quit rents of 
them, and enjoys, at the ſame time, the 
privilege of naming the firſt municipal; 
officer of the community. At Martavan, 
there is not the ſmalleſt indication of any 
ſort of religion.” The men ſeem to be 
taken up entirely with agriculture; and 
the women, who in general are pretty, 
appear to have no other occupation than 
to receive travellers, The day when any 
traveller arrives, is alſo a feſtival with 
them, as well as for the Peſeving-Bacbi, 
whoſe authority is ſimilar to that of Bailiff 
of the Manor, but whoſe functions are of 
a more conciliatory nature, and whoſe name; 
and employment, cannot be tranſlated, His. 
affice is to. take the orders of the new- 


comers, 
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comers, 4 ſupply every one according to his 
_ taſte, and to ſettle the produce of his re- 


ceipts with the community. I was af- 
ſured that this perquiſite had been fold, 
tagether with the title which authorizes 
its collection, for ten purſes*. It would 
be difficult to trace the origin of a ſoci- 
ety founded on ſuch extraordinary prin- 
ciples ; and it is in the midſt of a country 
famed for the moſt rigid laws of jealouſy, 
that Martavan preſerves a legal. licenti- 
ouſneſs, ſo reduced to principle, that it 
appears, in fact, to be the only. exiſting 
prejudice of this. little ſociety... The 
head dreſs. of the women of Martavan is. 
peculiar to them; it is a ſort of helmet 
of chaſed ſilver, ornamented. with pieces 
of gold, ſtrung on a thread. This cap 
reſembles that of. the Cauchois women. 
The officiouſneſs of the Bailiff of Marta- 
van was not fo ſucceſsfully employed in 
collecting my eſcort, as they had been in 
diſtributing them properly the preceding. 
night, and. we did not get away ſo ſoon 
28 | ivtended. This day's journey brought 
us no further. than a village, near which 

* A Torkiſh purſe is r,00-livres, or about 72. 
108. ſtealing. 
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we incamped, at the entrance of the 
mountains, and from whence we ſet out 
before day- break, to ford a ſmall river, 
in order to avoid the iron- bridge, which 
we were informed the 7 urkmen had got 
poſſeſſion of. 

This people, who in the winter inhabic 
the centre of Aſia, and who ſtretch even 
into Syria in the ſummer, to feed their 
flocks, with their arms and baggage, are 
thought to be wandering tribes, but are, 
in fact, no more fo than the Spaniſh ſhep- 
herds, who follow their ſheep during 
eight months of the year, throughout all 
the mountains of Andaluſia; with this 
difference, that they are collected in 

more numerous bodies, that they may 
drive off any perſons who may chuſe to 
diſpute with them their paſturage. They 
never begin any attack, nor do they ever 
go to war without provocation; but my 
_ eſcort was afraid of their reſentment: the 

troops of Aleppo had lately had a ſkirmiſh 
with them, in which a few Tur 
who had imprudently ſeparated from the 
main-body, had been roughly treated by 
the Pacha's cavalry. It was to avoid 
them, therefore, that the detachment 


which 
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which accompanied me, made me go 
along the mountains as far as Antioch, 
where we incamped on the banks of the 
Orontes, after croſſing the ruins of that 
celebrated city. Its ancient incloſure 
is ſtill to be ſeen, in the form of a paral- 
Iclogram, which reſts on the declivity of 
a very ſteep. hill, and riſes up to the very. 
ſummit, which ſecured it from being 
taken from behind. The maſonry of its. 
walls, which run along the Orontes, is 
perfectly freſh, and is in the moſt perfect: 
preſervation: one ſees towers on every. 
part of them, the ſole means of defence 
in thoſe remote periods, built with the, 
greateſt elegance. The declivity of the. 
hill exhibits alſo the ruins of the houſes. 
My eſcort, always thinking of the Turk-. 
men, and always prudent, made me 
continue along the mountains beyond 
Antioch, to get round the lake of that 
name, and which was at length to ſepa-. 
rate us. fram theſe formidable enemies. 
We were travelling on very quietly, and 
our brave horſemen were making their 
evolutions round us, when. I ſaw them 
fyedenly fall back upon me. The com- 
mandent of the troop then made me re- 
mark 
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mark the tents of the Turkmen, pitched 
on the borders of the lake along which 
we were to paſs: he appeared uncertain 
what part to take; but I did not heſitate 
about the matter; I muſt continue my 
journey, and I at length perſuaded my 
eſcort not to have any apprehenſions with 
me, provided they made no ridiculous 
parade to inſult the Turkmen. I was 
very certain, in giving this advice, my 
guards were well diſpoſed to follow it, 
and it required exertion enough to make 
this troop ſhe w a good countenance be- 
fore fix or ſeven thouſand Afiatics, 
whoſe pacign *ſpolivious1 eg leaſt 
doubtful 24s vis gniud an: -qert; it. 
I took the precaution to cover HA: eſ· 
cort with my little troop of Europeans; 
and we were marching in this order, 
which had nothing hoſtile in it, hen we 
perceived a movement in” the enemy's 
camp, from whence there ſallied forth 
ſome men from different parts to meet 
us, and I ſoon had the muſic of the va- 
rious hords at my horſe's head. The 
Turkmen, muſicians, preceded me dan- 
cing and playing, during the whole time 
of our paſling along their r I then 
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took my leave of them, after making them 
with which theſe gentlemen were un- 
doubtedly very good to be contented- 

We ſlept the ſame night at Mahamout- 
Kan, a ſort of caſtle at the entrance of 
the paſſes of the Beilanꝰ. The mountaias 
we croſſed the next day are inhabited by 
the Curdes. The Turkiſh government 
has eſtabliſhed here, for the ſecurity of 
commerce and travellers, ſome guards 
who, to render themſelves more neceſ- 
ſary, take care to pillage thoſe who re- 
fuſe to employ them; but the manner 
in which I travelled, giving them no 
hopes of executing any thing by force, 
theſe guards determined to get ſomething 
from me by their attention. I found a 
troop of them ſtat ioned in the height of 
the mountains, who. were very anxious 
on my approach, to get me into their 
poſſeſſion, without regard to the detach - 
ment of cavalry which had hitherto 
guarded me ſo well; but I informed 
the nnen of this eee ſo po- 

| bale iq ſitively, 


ä . * A continuation C of Mount —* be — Theſe 
mountains, inhabited by the Curdes, join the 
mountains of Caramania, 
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fitively, that with thirty Europeans, 1 
was more able to help him, than he to 
defend me, that he gave up his claim 
upon me. I could not, however, refuſe 
him the permiſſion he aſked,” with'great 
hunility, of accompanying me, at leaſt 
for ſome time; beſides, I was not ſorry 
to have an inhabitant of the country with 
me capable of anſwering ſuch queſtions 
as I might wiſh to put to him during my 
journey; and this man, followed only 
by two of his ſoldiers, went on foot by 

the ſide of my horſ. i404 
Hle informed me, that bis 1 
men, the Curdes, very oſten revolted, 
and never were obedient; that the pre- 
vailing ſpirit of rapine rendered his duty 
very laborious, and that I ought to re- 
commend the French, whom he preferred 
to every other race of infidels, always to 
apply to him, and pay him well. On 
my fide, 1 endeavoured to perſuade him 
that he would be hanged, if any accident 
happened to our merchants, and we 
finiſhed without convincing each other. 
Whilſt we were thus converſing together, 
perceived at a ſmall diftance a horrible 
peak, which appeared to me to be the 
hunt 


- 
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haunt of wild beaſts, © Have you,” ſays 
I, „ any tygers hereabouts/?”'— Ty- 
gers: ſays he, lowering his voice; Do 
you want to ſee any? Get off your horſe; 
I'll ſhow you ſome at thirty paces from 
you. A game-keeper, who had found 
a covey of partridges, would not have 
expreſſed himſelf with more earneſtneſs 
to engage the attention of the ſportſinan; 
but it may be ſuppoſed that this ſort of 
amuſement did not te npt me, and I dif- 
miſſed him with a few crowns for the 
trouble he had taken. 

This days journey, which was nby⸗ 
ed in croſſing deſiles, and in elimbing 
over rocks, brought us to the village of 
Beylan, three leagues from the ſea, and 
we encamped in the confined ſpace be- 
tween the village, and the precipice on 
which it is ſituated. We were in ſight 
of the road where the frigate was waiting 
for me, and had even ſufficient day - light 
to have got to Alexandretta, ſituated on 
the beach; but the air of that town is ſo 
peſtiferous that I was adviſed not to ſleep 
there. The Beylan is, on that account, 
the refuge of the factors who do buſineſs 
at W but notwithſtanding 


the. 
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the care they take to ſtay there as little 
as poſſible, and to retire to the Mountains 
of the Beylan, to breathe a more ſalubri- 
ous air, theſe unſortunate men ſeldom reſiſt 
for any length of time the bad effects of 
this nephytic air. The marſhes chat ex- 
tend | along the coaſt ate undoubtedly 
the immediate cauſes of their ill nealth, 
but the cauſes of the noxious quality of 
theſe vapours are more remote. The 
height, of the mountains that ſurrbound 
Alexandretta, too lofty to allow a free 
paſſage to theſe vapours, by collecting 
and condenſing them under a burging 
ſky, are the original cauſes of the cor- 
ruption of the air at Alexandretta. 1 
have never obſerved an uncholeſome 
air, without diſcovering the cauſe of it, 


ia ſome peer ne! ah. 
ſimilar 7.6 WO) 21 2 4 

"Alcxandretta was Pa eohetwhnt of our 
daily encampments, of which'I began to 
be heartily tired; we arrived there time 
enough to finiſh all my buſineſs before 
cg and. after Mas. the avidity of 


ewe Menne dhe nf the 
jp The. vapour aber Gains the rice fields of 


Egypt meeting with no obſtacle to retain them; 


they fly off freely, and are for that reaſon free _ 
corruption. 


, „ * . 
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the perſons who had accompanied me, 
I went on board the Atalanta in the even- 
ing, and the wind being favourable, we 
weighed anchor immediately, and had 
time enough to take the height of on 
St. Andrew, 
II is 0-che- ſouthward: of Ae lasch, 
and on the eaſtermoſt point towards the 
He of Cyprus, to which we were bound, 
that the town of Famaguſta. is ſituated, 
celebrated for its defence againſt · the 
Turks, when they took it from the Ve- 
netians, and for their treachery towards 
the Governor after the ſurrender of the 
down. | 

We were the went morning off Cape 
de la Grecque, and anchored before noon 
in the road of Arnaca, where the French 
merchants, and the King's conſul at Cy- 
prus are ſettled; this town which from 
its convenient ſituation. for trade is pre- 
ferred to Nicoſia , is at a quarter of a 
' league's. diſtance from the dock. The 
houſes: of the different conſuls, thoſe of 
the merchants, and the comforts always 

enjoyed where commerce flouriſhes, give 
this place altogether a very agreeable ap- 
MS. The 

+ The Capital of the Iſle of Cyprus. 
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The Ifle of Cyprus is the appendage uf 
a Sultana, and this kingdom, diſmem- 
bered from the Venetian ſtates, is at 
preſent. governed by a Muſſelim, Who, 
as well as the Greek Metropolitan, re- 
ſides at Nacoſia. The adminiſtration: of 
theſe two chiefs, the one ſpiritual, | the 
other temporal, has had ſuch a rapid 
ſucceſs, that neither the advantages of 
climate, nor its charming productions 
have been able to withſtand it, and this 
beautiful country exhibits at this day, 
nothing but the picture of ſolitude and 
miſery. The amorous fountain Amathor 
and Paphos, contain only a few wretch- 
ed inhabitants covered with rags. The 
taxes impoſed on the people of Cyprus, 
taken from former calculations af a great - 
ex population, being now borne by a 
ſmaller quantity of individuals, induce 
them to fly, and aggravate the annual 
miſery of thoſe who are unable to eſcape 
from this. horrible tyranny ;, but the 
means which neceſſity is compelled. to 
make uſe of to pay this ſurcharge of im- | 
polition, by draining the. true ſources of 
wealth, will. ſoon. da. recributive juſtice; 
to the tyrants, and make en, 
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of the miſery of the flaves. The wines 
of Cyprus, in fact, whoſe ſale depends 
wholly on the quality, and which can 
only be acquired on the lees“, have al- 
ready loſt their value by the exportation 
of theſe old caſs, which formerly were 
not to be procured, but which their po- 
verty has obliged them to ſell for a long 
time paſt. The Venetians have pur- 
chaſed the oldeſt; but private intereſt 
which has carried on this ſpeculation, 
does: not feel, that by inverting the 
order of things, it muſt eventually injure: 
itſelf; and that an operation which de- 
prĩ ves the cultivator of the means of cul- 
tivating to the greateſt advantage, by 

deſtroying the wine, will em the bar- 
rel We ü re mmork nn: 
„ „e nec „un gate 781 The: 
$7431.33 WIE tht: heat © T9314 iii! 
* The new wines were. always, poured i into caſks. 

| that had been kept for ages, and after remaining on 
the old lees of the former years, were drawn off for 
wee which added . to _— quality of the 
422118 2 81 viii 2 (0141 W 1446 £51} 

$ erde 9 wines which i general, have 

pitchy taſte, Which they 1 — from the picked 
leather caſes they are emptied into in coming from 
the preſs, and until they are put into the caſts on 


the lees, theſe wines loſe this taſte by age and have 
this advantage, when they are — of never 


becoming ſour, 
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The abundance and variety of the” 
productions with which che mild ſoil of 
Cyprus is ſpontaneouſly covered, mult 
make one regret that Tournefort, that et- 
lebrated Botaniſt, neglected viſiting this 
iſland. The reſearches which might here 
be made without difficulty, would ſave: 
the trouble of viſiting the coaſt of Cara- 
mania, where it is impoſſible to botanize 
without danger. Its proximity, as well 
as the ſimilarity of the ſoil of Cyprus, 
with the continent of Aſia, ſeem to leave 
no doubt of the ſimilarity of their pro- 
ductions, and I was much concerned 
that the ſeaſon was unfavourable to the 
zeal of the young naturaliſt, who was 
appointed by Mr. Poiſſonier to _ Pon 
cipal ſurgeon to the frigate. - if 
We left Cyprus, along which- we 
coaſted to the weſtermoſt point, whence. 
the frigate ſailed for Rhodes, and we 
came to anchor before that famous tower, 
where the flower of the European nobi- 
lity diſputed the laurels with the Great 
Soliman, and * * . ww N of 
battle. 13 
Several pieces of e Wee 
to the Knight Rae are ſtill to de 
Vol. III. - ſeen 
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ſeen at Rhodes; and that iſland, formerly 
the terrour of the Turks, is ftifF ſormida- 
ble throughout the Atehipelago, from 
two palleys whiclt are equipped there to 
defend” it from the corſairs of Malta, but 
which only ſerve to harraſs the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring iſlandds. 
The government of Rhodes is beſtow- 
ett on a Pacha with two tails, who is fre- 
quently abſent. The Naſir, or inſpector 
of the Cuſtomchovſe, is, after him, the 
moſt dangerous man, and his abuſe of 
authority chiefly affects the Europeans. 
The perſon in poſſeſſion of this employ- 
meat on my arrival at Rhodes, had ren- 
dered himſelf formidable by his extorti- 
ons; but greedy on the one hand, and 
liberal on the other, he always purchaſed 
impunity wich the produce of bis oppreſ- 
frons: Such is the ſyſtem which per- 
vades and governs the whole Ottoman 
Empire. It furniſhes perquiſites for the 
miniſters of the Porte; and the Grand 
Signior, himſelf, finds, in this ſyſtem, 
the reſources for the ſ iy of his private 
treaſury; but in no caſe does any thing 


return to the nme ſubjects of their 
1 | lin 118 \ 
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oppreſſion," nid the ſubjeft; we KD 
that eamplaines produeing no other ef- 
fect than to oecafion d partition'' of the 
booty; give o A new thirſt for plun- 
der, is altrays prudent enough to hold 
his tongue? Slug 2 NIS 2&7 
I afl pafs over an accdügt of the 
manters of che inhabftants of Rhodes, 
and cvefy thitig He rematkable in this 
iſand. Theſe partieulars have been 
giveh by Mole Conte de Choiſeul Gui. 
fief , and his voyage comprehending” 
erery part of Grete, Which" renfiainet 
ſor me to Vit, hall conffe myſelf to 
af inquiry into the Turkifh govermment 
withour-the capital, bit it is my duty, 
to fulſil rhe object of theſe memorrs; by 
bearing teſtimbhy to the accuracy of Mr. 
de Choſeuk He has neglected ho de- 
rails; and the pablic ate much indebted 
to him | fot having diſtnciy tracet out 
ancient Gtetce, without ever eonfoundiung 
ic wich ehe different traits vhictr charge- 
teri ze the modern Gretks. noitsode 05; 

The bad ſenſos / together with the 
buſineſs of my inſpection, determined 
700 i me 


®* Fhe preſent ambaſſador of Praner at the Porte, 
whoſe learned work is in high eſtimation in Franer. 


340 MEMOIRS: OF TRE 


me to paſs the winter at Smyrna, and we | 
ſer fail accordingly, from Rhodes, coaſt- 

ing. along Alia t. Tbis nav igation, 
which at any other time would have af- 
forded us the moſt agreeable coup d'ceil, 
was extremely fatiguing, particularly off / 
the Gulph of Stanchio, where. we had ve- 
ry. bad weather, which after, obliging us 
to lie too all night, forced us to ſtand in 
next day for the ſhoals of the Pacha. A 
ſhort time aſter we had got into this 
ſhelter, a Venetian veſſel arrived at the 
ſame anchoring ground, the captain or 
which informed us, that meeting with 
the bad weather far out at ſea, and not 
knowing either his latitude, or how to 
ſteer, he had faſtened an image of the 

Virgin, at the prow of his veſſel, and 
left the direction of it entirely to her. It 
was thus that theſe devotees had traverſed 
a ſea full of ſhoals; but it is ſtill more 
ridiculous, and dreadful to reflect that 
one ſuch inſtance of ſucceſs. was ſufficient 
to occaſion the loſs of many veſſels, by 
< ini the 1. ene Prinki- 

e | "bg | Our 


+ Te is on this. coaſt a the bel eben are 
fnſhed vp. | 
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Our courſe lying between the iflands 
of Spalmadore, and the harbour of Tche- 
ſmè, I had an opportunity of beholding 
that theatre, where ignorance had played 
the principal part. The Turks were ſtill 
employed in fiſhing up the remainder of 
the braſs. cannon ſwallowed up in this 
abyſs, which the perſons employed in 
the reſearch were appropriating to them- 
ſelves, whenever they could ſteal them, 
and ſelling them to the beſt bidder “. 
At a little diſtance we doubled Cape Ca- 
4 Bournoa, which ſhuts in the ſpacious 
and deep road, at the bottom of which 
is ſituated | the town of Smyrna. This: 
* (aun may be conſent as 
Lt, F 3 . the 


. „ This 1 manner ir of adminiſtering the Grand Sig- 
nior's affairs, is cartied to ſuch ſhameful and bare- 
faced lengths, that a Pacha of the Morea made 
them ſaw off the barrels of the guns of Coron to- 
ſell the mettle. This ingenious method of ſteal- 
ing the antillery without diminiſhing the number 
of the pieces, may have — r un 
_ certainly was never puniſhed.” 

The word Echells; for Sicko it W 6 wen 1 
culiarly applied by the French to their ſettlemeiits 
in the Levant, and has no word ſynonimous to it, 


hy chus NE in nN rr has fre- 


4 
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the cette of the commerce of the Le- 
vant, which is there both active _ 
fave, and is in fact che enttepöt of all 
Aſia. The wealch of ſeveral individuals 
at Smyrna, maintains à ſyſtem of inde- 
pendence in its environs, which is in- 
creaſing its progreſs every day. Their 
principal power cunſiſts in money, and 
that power is jcreſiſtible. It may be 
further remarked that the efforts made 
by che Porte a ſew years ago, to deſtroy 
one of the Agas ® have only proved the 
weakneſs of the deſpot, without frãght - 
ening the others. Theyreven tock a 
pride ia ſeeing the Captain: Pacha com- 
miſſioned to go there in perſon, to in- 
veſt the houſe of their companion; and 
the cruelties exerciſed by this reat Ad- 
m. after his. victory, on e 


£9 £1 af? 


Ti. > +; ** 21 0 dss Nu er! 0 peo 


guently ſabSicgred che e bort, 88 ſet- 
tlement; is taken from the Tyrkiſh word [fele, a 
ſort of pier, bailt on piles, formed for unloading 
the merchandize, to Which. there are two or three 
_ teps,. 3p facilitate the aſcent and deſcent. The 
, word. ifkd'6 literally tranflated is chello or ladder ; 
A proph. that ligeral. tranſlations are not always the 
mol er praſſie of the trac ſenſe, 
Tube title beſtowed on all rich perſons without 
employments, and above all on great landholders, 
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people whom he maſſacred without pity, 
has only prepared the way for a more 
obſtinate reliſtance in future. 

It is through the Agas of Smyrna, 
that commerce makes its returns ; the 
crops of cotton are purchaſed from them, 
and they are furniſhed in exchange with 
articles of conſumption neceſſary for 
theſe Agas, and the ballance 1s paid in 
ſpecie; trade ſometimes ſuffers a few 
trifling oppreſſions; but mutual intereſt 
always dictates the law to the two par- 
ties, and the evil is ſeldom ſo great as 
to make a difference. The commerce 
of Smyrna extends its branches through- 
out all the Leſſer Aſia, by means of the 
carravans which conveys our Languedac 
cloths that are bought up by the mer - 
chants of the country, who purchaſe 
them in wholeſale, to cues their ſale 


throughout. that vaſt country. 8 
r = 1 


* Will the policy of Enctand never keep pace 
with her ſterling geod ſenſe ? will ſhe never learn 
to acquire a little of that accommodating ſpirit 
- which is raifing her rival to power as a comm ercial 
nation ? or is ſhe determined to force her commerce, 
as ſhe attempts to compel alliauces, by the ſuperiarity 
of ber manufactures, or the juſtice of ber cauſe fi {1 ! 


TRANSLATOR, 
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I To finiſh this long circuit, I had now 
only to viſit the coaſt of Europe, and | 
croſſed the. Archipelago to Salonica, one 
of the great pachaliks of Turkey in Eu- 
rope. At the entrance of the gulph is 
feen Mount Athos, now called Monte 
Santo, inhabited only by Monks of the 
Greek perſuaſion. Some relations would 
have us believe, that they are in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a collection of precious manu - 
ſctipts; but it is more certain, that if 
there be any, they do not read them; 
ir is equally true that the books of the 
ancient Theſſalonica, as well as thoſe of 
Conſtantinople, have been kept locked 
up ſince the conqueſt, and that the Bar- 
barians have melted lead in the locks, ſo 
that the remains of Grecian literature, 
delivered over into the hands, either of 
ſuperſtition or of ignorance, are ſo well 
kept from us, by theſe enemies to letters, 
that we can ſcarcely flatter ourſelves 
with the hopes of ever being able to reſt 
from them a few fragments. 
The Turkiſh government diſplays its 
_ weakneſs more particularly at Salonica, 
by the oppoſition which deſpotiſm ex- 
. periences there, on the part of the mili- 
| | tia, 
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tia. The E/prir dt turps, hi eh increaſes 
every day by proper management; aud 
aſſumes to itſelf the ſnreds of an ĩimpair- 
ed authority, has taken poſſeſſion of Sa- 
loniea- Several Pachas have been its 
ſucceſſive victims; but this oppoſition 
to deſpotiſm, far from deſtroying its 
effects, ſerves only to multiply the ty- 
ranny, and the Janiſſary Aga, the chief 
who commands - under him, and © each : 

- privare- Janiſfary are ſo many tyrants, , 
ecourted by the Porte, : feared" by the 
Pacha; and Who make 1 country 
tremble $141}. "9665 46 GNU 
The cuſtom of — tas ; 
amongſt the Turks, joined to the want 
of diſcipline of their troops, give them, 
is ſomo degree, the abſolute property of 
the places in which they are ſtationed, 
here they exerciſe rights, conſecrated 
by cuſtom, maintained by their union, 
and which are in invariable oppoſition 
to what in intended ene. 
nr 95409! 11 230 1:y6 4111801q099 
It is on chi principle chat the Gal- 0 
ondgis, who. poſſeſs the privilege of ſel- 
ling lambs--in -Cpnſtamtinople;-, oblige 
— to purchaſe them. The 
15, Torkiſh. 1 


every ſpecies of fraud. 
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Turkiſn treops quartered, in cach_y1l- 
lage enjoy ſome privileges of that na- 
tureg their unos invigorates that ſpirit 
of fraud which attacks the revenue of the 
Rate. This infidelity is remarkable on 
all the; coaſts of the Archipelago, where 
the ex portntion of | carn eee. the 
baſs of a ſmuggliag tradlwee. 
The prohibitions of the Grand „ 
hich are the more ſevere, as he himſelf 
is the monspolizet of chat article, -pro- 
duce no effect; end the commanders of 
the galliuts ſtationed to prevent that ex- 
portation, are the firſt to encourage it, 
in \confideration of a recompenſe ſtipu- 


lated, and paid before hand. The ſta- 


don of dhe galliot is then agreed vpon, 


and the time and place when the ſmug- 


Sling veſſels fall take her lacing; the 
eanntey boats then convey the corn to- 
the coaſt ＋ urlciſn and Greek veſſels are 
in the buſmeſs; the Grand 


3 


Signiot's galliet ſees nothing; and av idi- 


ty profiting by this licence, accompliſhes 
ict do i 5 

49 — fall of timber, er. the coaſts is 
ed ue in the camp. - 


05 


rogates to himſelf the right of diſpoſing 
of this domanical property of the ſove - 
reign ; and the mariner who makes his 
fraudulent purchaſe, and always en- 
deavours to buy as cheap as poſſible, ue · 
ceſſarily gives life to this marauding ſpi- 
rit, which is deſtructive of all ſubordina - 
tion and diſcipline, and leaves nothing 
to the ſtate that furniſhes: him. his very 
ſailors, but loſſes, which are eee 
calculation. 
On leaving Salonica, 1 went to vide 
| the Iles of St. George of Squirees, Pa- 
ros, Naxia, and Sira; theſe Iſlands, 
as well as thoſe with which che Archipe- 
lago is filled, are either private appen- 
dages which the proprietors diſpoſe of, or. 
immediate dependencies of the Captain 
Pacha; but in every caſe, the inhabi- 
tants, whoſe common intereſt it is to 
prevent the appearance of any Turkiſſi 
officer amongſt them, ſolicit the permiſ- 
ſion of farming their owniſlands; / as. 
deſpotiſm however has always its claims. 
alſo, and that it conſtantly requires the 
cutting off a head; or the hanging of a 
fellow creature, the republican form of 
Government, the form eſtabliſhed a- 
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mongſt all leſſer communities, cannot 
be too agreeable. Deſpotiſm muſt have 
a primate, a ſubaltern deſpot, ſhould he 
not even be a Turk; and the Greek, 
who obtains that dignity, never deceives 
the expectation of thoſe to whom he owes 
his elevation. 

On: quitting Syra, we ſailed for N. 
ples in Romania. This town, ſituated 
at the bottom of the Gulph of the fame 
name, and which, with that of Lepan- 
tum, form the peninſula of the Morea, 
was at that time the reſidence of the 
Pacha who governs that part of Tur- 
key in Europe. He was compelled to 
take refuge there to ſhelter himſelf from 
the devaſtations committed in the Mo- 
rea, ſince the Albaneſe had come there 
to defend ĩt from the invaſion of the Ruſ- 
ſians. Theſe troops, whom the Porte 
wanted to get rid of, inſiſted. on not 
being diſbanded before they received 
the arrears due to them, and which were 
refuſed them. The Grand Signoir, on 
the one hand, previouſiy expected their 

obedience ; the Albaneſe, on the other, 
_ inſiſted on being paid: their infolence 
increaſed with their claims; and the 
Pacha, —_— employed in this negotia- 


tion, 
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tion, had neither money to fatisfy, nor 
power to compel them. His orders 
from Conſtantinople however, urged 
him to terminate the bufineſs, and a few 
acts of rigour, which are always miſpla- 
ced when there is na power to ſupport 
them, oaly ſerved to conſolidate the re- 
volters, whoſe firſt exploit was to take 
poſſeſſion of Tripolitza, the cape of 
that kingdom. 

The retreat of the Pacha had been 5 ic- 
tated by them contrary to prudence; but 
he was as much afraid of the Porte, as of 

the Albaneſe. His was a. very embar- 
raſſing ſituation; I had known him at 
Conſtantinople, where he had held in the 
time I was there, the office of Grand 
Equerry, and I now found him prepar- 
ing for the ſiege of Tripolitza, This 
Turk, accuſtomed to ſee the Grand 
Signior diſpoſe of my activity, and grant 
me his confidence in all military mat- 
ters, made no doubt of my eagerneſs to 
undertake the reduction of the rebels of 
Morea, The army he had collected, the 
command of which he deſigned for me, 
was compoſed only, of volunteers, and 
his houſhold was of the number, but the 


7 whole troop. appeared to be more anima- 
| ted 
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ted with the ardour of ſpoil, than the 
love of glory. 1 obſerved alſo that the 
Pacha, confident of appropriating to 
himſelf, both one and the other after his. 
fucceſs, was. very ready to transfer his 
authority, that he might not in any reſ- 
pet commit to danger, his perſon or- 
reputation.. I amuſed myſelf in conſe- 
quence, for ſome time, with his embar-. 
raſſments and ſolicitations, and conclu- 
ded at length, by telling him, that I nei- 
ther ought to do it, nor could [ ke 
upon me a commiſſion ſo foreign to that 
with which I was entruſted: I could on- 
ly convince him however of my want of 
inclination; nor had 1 more ſucceſs in 
try arg to demonſtrate to him, that 
o perſon but himſelf, could properly 
8 70 this buſineſs, in which his pre- 
ſence would have more weight than all 
the military force he had at bis diſpoſal. 
He continued unſhaken in his reſolution 
of remaining at Naples in Romania, and 
in this. diſordered ſtate of ideas and diſ- 
poſition ; I Jeft him to ſet out for Tu- 
nis, where I was to finiſh my inſpection. 
After 


21 could not droid however ſhowing the Com- 
mande? of the Artillery, the uſe of mortars for 


[ throwing granadors, and the manner of ons 
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After touching at Malta, and putting 
Fave Lampedoſia, we doubled-Cape Bon; 
and came to an anchor oppoſite the-new 
caſtle of the Goulette, or entrance of the 
harbour, from whence I went to Tunis. 
This town, :ituated on the banks of a 
lake, or rather of a ſhallow water in the 
form of a lake, and which communicates 
with the gulph by a channel, is rather 
large, pretty well built, and not ill de- 
fended by the fort on the ſea, and by 
fome {ſmaller ones ſcattered on the emi- 
nences which ſurround it. Ic is proba- 
ble that this ſituation, firſt made choice 
of by fiſhermen, who have determined 
that of almoſt all maritime towns, ap- 
peared to the Tuniſians preferable o that 
of Carthage, when enriched by their ra- 
pine, they dared to make open war on 
commerce. It is to be preſumed alſo, 
that their piracies have made them wiſh. 
to. keep out of che way of a bombard- 
ment. The platform, on which we ſtill: 
may ſee the ruins of the rival of ancient 
Rome, advances on the contrary into the 
middle of the ern and for this reaſon, 


had 
En was lehg he af is. 
- the Porte could appeaſe tbe troubles in Moes. 
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bad they built there, the 'Tunifians 
would have been expoſed to a coup de 

main, the' only attack they have to fear, 

as long as the policy of Europe, teleſ- 

cope in hand, to make diſcoveries in 

diſtant countries, continues to over look 
what would be much more convenient 
and advantageous. The aqueducts of 
ancient Carthage are yet to be ſeen near 
Tunis; and ſiz leagues up the country is 
the caſtle of Trater, which ſerved: by 

way of reſervoir, and is the only. remain- 
ing monument, of that time that an- 
nounces any thing of magnificence. Ihe 
heaps of ruins on its ancient ſite, have no 
appearance of it; but by digging among - 
them, one diſcovers ſome traces of what 
this place formerly: has been, by the gold 
medals which time has not been able - to 
deſtroy; I ſaw a collection of them at Tu- 
nis, which appeared to me very precious. 
The dignity. of Bey is, hereditary, 
and his authority abſolute.- It extends 
into Africa, over a great tract of coun- 
try in which he collects his annual: tribute 
by a little army. that marches through · it, 
for that purpoſe. This tribute, joined - 
to that of the tithes, the poll-tax, bis 
ſhare. of the prizes, and Cuſtom-houſe 
1 duties, 
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duties, form the revenue of the ſove- 
"reign ; but the commerce and induſtry 
of the Tunifians conſtitute the true baſis 
of their wealth, and 4 a ſort of affabi- 
lity which diſtinguiſhes them from the 
other nations of Barbary, The Bey re- 
ſides at ſome diſtance from the town. 
His reſidence is called the Barde, and 
this palace, ſurrounded by walls and 
flanked by towers, diſplays more mag- 
nificence in its interior, than one would 
be led to expect from its external ap- 
pearance; the moſt remarkable part of 
it, is a ſpacious court ſurrounded with 
buildings raiſed on a colonade of white 
marble ; there are ſome apartments alſo 
which appeared to me not” badly orna- 
mented for that country; but they who 
judge of the Barde from the hall of the 
Divan, where the Bey gives audience, 
would not conceive a very exalted idea 
of its magnificence. Ir was for this rea- 
ſon, perhaps, that the prime miniſter 
granted me an audience in the hall of 
the treaſury. I do not know whether 
the cheſt which ſerved us by way of ſeat 
was full of gold, as well as thoſe this hall 
is filled with. For my own part what 
I ſaw reſembled/ more a wardrobe,” or 
| | rather 
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rather the back ſhop of an old cloath's- 
man, with his goods. piled up in heaps; 
but I was charmed with the mildneſs, 
the information, and refined underſtand- 
ing of the Barbarian, with whom I had 
to tranſact my buſineſs. I had a private 
audience likewiſe of the ſon of the reign- 
ing Bey, and who has juſt ſucceeded his 
father; 1 was apprized of the timidity of 
this young prince's character, and took 
care accordingly to put him at his caſe, 
I aw at the Barde a great number of 
ſlaves of every nation; but they gave me 
none of the ideas uſually entertained re- 
ſpecting them, | I ay them well cloarh- 
ed, vell fed, and well treated, and 1 
am inclined to doubt, if choſe even who. 
are home-ſick, have in general much 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with their ranſom. 
It is poſſible, in truth, that the ſlaves 
ſold into the interior parts of the eoun- 
try, or to individuals who purchaſe them 
on ſpeculation, are not ſo happy as thoſe 
who fall to the lot of the ſovereign, or 
the grandees. We may preſume, how- 
e yer, that even the avarice of their maſ- 
ters mulicates. in their favour, for it mult be 
confeſſed that the Europeans are the only 
people who ill treat their ſlaves, 2. 
arlies 
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ariſes no doubt from. this cauſe,—thar 
they conſtitute the wealth of the orien- 
tals, and that with us they are the means 
of amaſſing wealth. n the Eaſt they 
are the delight, of the miſer ; with us they 
are only the. bh UI, of avarice. 
Convey a negro of our colonies, and an 
European flave of Tunis, into hs neutral 
and impartial country: tt is $0 cha t tri- 
| bunal L appeal, 

The character ol the ig 2. 
paſſions, ; and every thing that conſtitutes 
their manners, partakes of the burning 
WIE of Africa; but if the 1 imagina- 
tion of this people, 15 well. as of che 
Tork body 25 aſtray, from che 
_Priyations arifing, from the plurality of 
women, always reſerved for the rich, 
the conſtitution of theſe Africays not per- 
mitting them to give themſelves up to 
the ſame errors, nothing can wit 
the ipetuoſity of their paſſian, which 
oyerſteps the bounds even of human na- 
tore. 

They who think chat the want of clean- 
* lineſs is the principal cauſe of the un- 
healthineſs of towns, would he aſtoniſhed 

to ſee the inhabitants of Tunis exiſt in 

the 
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the infected air they reſpire, occaſioned 
by the putrid exhalations of a canal 
which conveys the filth of the town into 


the adjoining lake. This lake itſelf 
emits exhalations, which appear no leſs 


dangerous; but the ſalubrity of Tunis 
can only be attributed to the depth of the 


valley which terminates in the gulph, 


and which, by attracting the vapours of 


the canal, and of the lake, does not give 


them time to acquire ſuch a degree of 
corruption as to make them noxious to 
man. eee, eee 
In quitting Tunis to re- imbark, 1 had 
the opportunity of obſerving 
the fort built by Charles the Fifch. The 
quantities of earth collected by time have 


the ruins of 


removed it to a little diſtance from the 


ſea, for which reaſon undoubredly the 


Tuniſians have ſubſtitured that of the 


goulette. 
Prom this road we ſer fail for Toulon, 


and I here finiſh Memoirs, which I ſnould 
never have written, had I not imagined 


| they might be uſeful. 
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ARTE Muſtapha, Pacha, the maker of wells, 
vol. iii. page 114. His outſet as Vifir; leſ- 
fon he receives, ibid. 187. 
Abdal Hamid ; ſingular effect on his mounting 
the throne, v. iii. p. 182. His firſt viſit to the 
ſchool, opinion teſpecting a ſentinel, ib. 183. 

| Adjemka, critical poſition of the Tartarian army, 

v. ii. p. 190. The u nn en 

its inhabitants, ib. 200, 

Alay, v. iii. p. 2. 

Aleppo, v. iii. p. 318. 1 aber v4 
Alexandretta, v. iii. p. 332. Y \ | 
Alexandria, its ſituation and ruins, v. ili, p- 234 
. Antioch, v. iii. p. 38. 

Aqueduds, built by the Greeks and the Turks, 

Ve 1. P- 239- 

Archipelago, v. iti, p. 347. 1 
Architecture, ignorance of the Turks in — art, 
v. i. p-. 241. Of the Tartars, v. iii. p. 89. 
Army, Ottoman, the devaſtation committed by 1 


it on its departufe cen. v. ij. p. 2 
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The Government ignorant of its firength, x. iii. po. | 


181, 3 
Army, Tartar, v. ii. p. 175. Its proviſions, ib. 
176. Encamped on a lake, ib. 184. Order of at- 
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888 firſt proof of it at Kiathana, v. iii. p. 
93. Field train of it, ib. 164. 
Aſtrology judicial, the confidence of the Turks 
in that ſcience, v. iii. p. 153. 
Aſſeqais, v. iii p. 125. Note. 9 
Audience, of the r % the Tarjars, 1 v. B. 
P- 87. „bid 254135231 2d 05) 
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Wagen v. Ii. p. 40. Note. 7. 
Bache, Turkiſh, thei contin and aca, v. i. 
p- 176. 2 EY a 
= Balkan, v. ii. p. 44. The 
| | Barde, v. iii. p. 353- t #1 7 en 
| Boats, perfection of thoſe in Tudey; ; Lincs 
belonging to them; coveted with white, ind barred 
for the women bf the Seraglio, v. i p. 247 
Bayonet, uſe of that ow ay adopted in ptefetice 
of the Mafri, v. ni. p. 139. | 


Bairam, v. i. p. 238. 
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Beſeſtins, their ſtrufvre, uſe, and motive; v * 
pi g. at n n en e! r 

Bombs, anetdote beten nge 
ik p. 55 erben, W. 132. 

-Voriſthenes, ſize of dat rer; * thinner of pat.” 
ang it, v. It. N. 68. 


Boſtandgy- 
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Boſtandgy-Bachi, Infpector of the itregulatitles 
committed by the women, 4nd extent of His juriſ- 
diction in that reſpect, v. i. (Preiminary Difcourſe) 
p. 32. Example of his Jaſtics, 4 dhe terror hein- 
ſpires, ib. 74- 

 Boyards, v. ii. p. 39. Their intrigues and of op- 
preflions, ib. 10. | 

Blind, unlimited inflitation for them in ren. 
v M. p. 277. 

Barials amongſt the Turks, v. i. p. 136. : 

Birth, the practice on that of an Ottoman Prince 
or Princeſs, v. i. p. 82. £ 

\ Butts, obſervations on theſe heaps, vol. ii. p. „1% 

" Vurving, of New Servia; its eee on the ate, 
moſphere, v. ii. p. 192. 
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Campaign of the Tartars, their incurſion into 
New Servia, v. ii. p. 169. 
Canal of the Red Sea, v. iii. 258, 
Candia, . deſcription of that iſland, v. iii. 20g, 
- Capidgi-Backi, what his office is, his different em- 
ployments, v. i: p. zoo. Note. 
Captain Pacha, what chat dignity is, v. i. p. 197. 
Catapulta, implement of theancients, one Exiftin 8 | 
in the armory of the Seraglio, v. i. p. 190. Note. 
Charity towards auimals, v. i. p. 222. 
 Cheks, rheit infolence, v. iil. p. 173. 1 
Cyprus, v. iii. p. 335. J 


Sbirtes, v. f. p. 91. Note. "Their pride, ib. 


128. 
Circaſſian. d On 


Climate 
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Climate of Canſtantinople, v. i. p.88. 
1 Comedy, Turkish, v. i. 5. 192, 193. Public 
3 "Comedians, companies of them, how they. „ 
compoſed, v. i. p. 193. BY eh 
Conſtantinople, its fituation, its harbour, its en- 
virons, the activity which . en, and n; : 
aſpects, v. i. p. 
© Converſion, opinion = 1 Torks i in chat a=} 
dialogue between Krim Gueray and the Baron go 
Tott, v. ib, p. 21. 
Crimea, topographical e of 8 
ſola, v. ii. p. 109. Its agricaltore, ib. 126. Mo- 
- noments of the tyranny of the Genoeſe in the 


Crimea, ib. 119. 
Creſcent, the little value artached by the Turks 
4s to it, v. i. p. 246. = : 


. ve i. p. 17 5. 
Cuſtom-houſe, e e v. „e. 


+ 
. Y | s 
- df | : 
* 4 2 . * , y * 
"Ret 43 o. bY ” 4. oY . LO# i 20 — 
” 


Danes, their ee v. i i (Pretiminary Dit. 
courſe) p. 29 Contempt i in which their women 
dancers are beld, 30. Opinion of the Torks, e- 
ſpeRting that amuſement hs the nee. 
bb. 45. 15 
Dardanelles, bad tate of thew, v. FR p. 40. 

Their fituation, ib. 40. Attack of the Ruſſians, 
ib. 43. Diſpoſition of the works, for their defence, 
ib. 47. Teal of a Turk, and his Agaterefe gef, 
| ib. 63. Remarkable inſtance of A ib. 
2 6. Cowardice of we * 5.1 
ia, 
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* Delta, v. H. þ. 223. ure 6 hg ber. 
mation of chat 234. t . oN 
Dgerar, Picks: v. itt, iii. „ 294; © LI * *hiSbavo] 
Diſcipline, means employed by ths Turks wett 
biin and maigtain it, v. i. p. 12997996 WW. 
' Diſcipline of che Tirtum, v. M. p. 211. . 
markable jffance 6f riieir ſabiififon, 15 211. 
Dromedaries, v. ii, p. 3. Note. © 1 
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"Han every "thing relative to it, v. i . 5. 2967 
Its population, ib; 26. Its commerce, ibi 866. 
Vegetation, ib. 268. Its Government, ib. 278. 

Egyptians, their induſtoy, ib. 270. Their cha- 


racter, ib. gt Their Religion, ib. e LY 
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© EfeSticity, in effect d the Tarent 
Emin, Pacha, v. iii, p. 8B. 
Tunuchs, black aud white; "heir | eagles 
and character, v. i. p. 99. * — 
eren, V. I. p. 23. chigen beruten 
tht ofthe tru believer and the badet, = 723 5 
' Executioner, etecutes the office of . 
the'crlainal, v. us N 
Brebequer, manner uf fts eco Vid the 
facceſibrs in office of Jectaſedl * P. £02. 
 Fewvetailithents, Teka, v. 1. p. 1 Ls 
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Favorites, death of the three favourites of Sul- 
tan Mahomout, v. i. (Preliminary Diſcourſe) p- 14» 

Founderies, eſtabliſhment of the new one, and 
the others, v. i. p. 116. 


þ car ag ones, v. iii. p- 153. 1 

ire works, the talents of the Turks in that art, 
v. I p. 214. Of the Tartars, v. il. p. 94- 
Fireſhips, v. iii. p. 30. 

Field ſports, of the Tartars, ſerve as a pretext 
for the inroads of that people, v. ii. p. 48. 

Fire, deſcription of that which conſumed, in 
1756, two thirds of Conſtantinople ; and uſages in 
that reſpect, v. i. p. 48. Means uſed by incendi- 

"aries, ib. 152. 
- Fiſhery, adventure on that ſubject, v. i. p. 81. 


G. 


Georgia, its political fituation, v. i. (Preliminary 
Diſcourſe) p. 27. Note, 


Georgian wemen, their beauty, v. i, Kei 
nary Diſcourſe) P- 28. 


Geography, ignorance of it amongſt the Turks, 
v. ii. p. 16. Note. 

| Government, little reſpected amongſt the Turks, 
during public rejoicing, v. i. p. 192. Means uſed 
by it to puniſh criminals, ib. 200. Its weakneſs 


reſpeRing the militia, v. iii. p. 17. Its indifference 


reſpecting the public ſafety, ib. 19. Its diftidence 
reſpecting perions employed under it, ib. 100. 
Education of their young women, v. i. p. 128; 
Their intrigues, relative to the two principalities 
of Moldavia and Walachis, * ab and 
vanity, ib. 32. 
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INDEX 


| Gueray, origin of that forname. amongſt * 
Gergiſkan Princes, v. li. p- 251. Note. 
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Harem, the poſitive fignification of this word. 
Diſtintion between it and the word Seraglio, vol. i. 
(Preliminary Diſcourſe) p. 21. Note. 
HFaſaẽ, definition of that word, v. i. p. 199. Note. 
Hiſtory Natural, of the Crimea. See Crimea. 

Hoſpitality of the Tartars, vol. ii. p. 232. 

| „ 8 

Inat Coſſacks, v. ii. p. 181. Intrepidity of one 
of them at the paſſage of the Ingul, ib. 189. 

Inundation of the Nile, its cauſes, v. iii. p. _ | 
Conjectares concerning that of the arty 
230. 

Iſed Bey, his character, v. iii. p. 2967 — 
+ Viſir, ib. 200. Pacha of Cairo, ib. 213. : 
Iſmael Bey, v. iii. p. 34. His indifference re» 
ſpecting the calamities of the Empire, ib. 166. 
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Joppa, v. iii. p. 293. ; 

Janiſſaries, inſtitution of that mils v. _ 77. 
Their pay, v. iii. p. 134. 

Juſtice Turkiſh, v. i. 231. 
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Kam of the Tartars, etiquette of his courr, v. ii.. 
p. 87. His field diverſions, ib. 99. His palace, 


ib. 107» , 
WS. --c:: * 


INDE X. 


EKapio, marriage after that form, what ĩ it is, v. i. 
Preliminary Diſcourſe) p. 22. 

Kotchim, fituation 578 that fortreſs, v. ii. p. 8. 

Krim Gueray, outſet of that Printe with the 
Baron de Tott, v. ii. p. 142. Deſcription of bim, 
ib. His entry, ib. The Tartars afraid of his firſt 
act of ſeverity, ib. 146. His opinion of the Viſir 
Emin Pacha, ib. 164. His underſtanding, ib. 172. 
His humanity, ib. 185, His diſguſt for heads cut 
1 1 ib. 229. . | 


L. 


Language, Turkiſh, manner of teaching i it; bow 
it is com poſed; its difficulties, v. i. p. * 

Lattaquey, v. ij. p. 306. 

Leſgin Tartars, arrival of an Abele, from 
that nation, v. ii. p- 1-0. 

Lebanon Mount, v. iii. p. 309. 

Laws ſom ptuary, Vo i. 143. | 

Laws civil, v. i. p. 209. Criminal laws amongſt 
the Tartars, v. ii. p. 119. 

Locuſts, zavages of theſe animals, v. ii, p. 64. 
Cauſe of their deſtruction, ib. 

M. "a 

| Macedonians, cheir intrepidity, v. iii. p. 156. 

Machine ſor waking hips, its con ſtrud ion, v. 
iii. p. 178. 

Makſoud Gueray, the Lam, his manner of liv- 
rh, and character, v. ii. p. 91. 

Mawalukes, v. iii. p. 278. 


Marine, bad ſtate of the Turkiſh, v. iii, p- 23. 
Martavan, fingular cuſtom of its inhabitants, v. 


0 ** OO! Mekkeme 


INDEX 


| Mekkems, v. i. p. 218. 7 

Melik Pacha, Caymakam, v. dp * hs v1 
Mikmandar, v. ii. N 10; note. 8 of 
them, ib. 27. 

Montague, Lady M. Wartley, reſting of her 
letters, v. i. (Preliminary. Diſcourſe) p. 29- 

Minarets, their conſtruction and uſe, v. i. my 245: 

Miri, their n theiworkmen, v. in. 
p. 10g, 

Monks Tartar, v. i. p- 162. 

Moldavians, remarkable obſtinacy of that peo- 
ple, v. ii. p. 21. Their origin and language, ib. 41. 

Moldavia, ſtate of that province. v. ii. p. 29. 


immoderate taxes ſupported by i it, * 30. Devaſ- 
tation of it, ib. 40. 


rohen A 
Money, kinds of it, their audi, v. dae 157. 


note. 
Money, name of it, v. iii. p. 135. eres 
Monopoly, by the Government, v. OY p- 64. 82 
Morea, v. ul, p. 349. 2725140 43 
Moſque, v. i. p. 24. Ry 
Mount Olympus, the R & that of Aha, 
its connection with N r temperature of the climate 
of Conftantinople, v. i. p. 90. v. lik. p. 206. 
Mutualis, v. iii. p. 301. 
Murad: Mollach, his manner of living; does not 
know his children,, his reaſoning on the paternal : 
ſentiment, on the plarality of en 0 Is. WO 
Mac Turkish, v. i. p. 159% 
Muſtapha III. Sultan, his E 
V. i. p. 134. His former ſituation . ib g? Deſ- 
cription of him, ib 137. His Iaſtallation, ib. 138. 
Muſtapha Sultan, his firſt proceeding reſpecting 
Ned Iii. p. 8. rn 
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IN D E X. 


pontoons, ib. 109g · His projeft. for a canal be- 
tween the Red Sea and Mediterranean, v. WM. p. 
259. Note. 
Mourning, not in aſe ng the Turks, v. i. 
p- 136. $3197 IS 
Mathematica School, 1 etabliſhment, 1 v. ĩũ. 
15 17 - | 
" AﬀcRing adien of the ſcholars, 2 204. 


N. 


Navigation, ignorance of that art amongſt the 
Turks, v. in. p. 160. N 
E. Necropolis, v. m. p. 242. 
Nile, v. iii. p. 222. Its mud, ib. 231, 
Nilomoter, v, iii. p. 218 
- Noguais;'v. ii. p. 5o. The opinion they = 
of their country, ib. 51. Note. Their patience 
in ſearch of their herds, ib. 52. Their bod, ib. 
53. Their circumſpection towards ase ib. 
54. Obſervations on their cuſtoms, ib. 89. Their 
dreſs, ib. 65. Manner of catching their horſes, 
ib. 67. We] avarice, ib. 73. Their com- 
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eee p. 68. 

Ori, aer aſc of it among the Torke, 
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Taularch ofthe Greeks, his depoſal; ate 


IM D E X. 


of his ſucceſſor; means 5 GY Ar 1 
p- 110. 3, 

Pereècop, ee Orcogi. 

Plague, its origin, cauſe that perpetustes it, fa 
cility of ſuccour for thoſe who are attacked with it, 
remedy, ſingular obſervations on it, v. 1. FE 69. 
Not a native of Egypt, v. ii. p. 269. 

Pyramids, journey to them, v. Hi. p. 216. Ohb- 
ſervations on their ee = ie 496 "On tkdie 
elevation, ib. 283. | 

Pontoons, demanded by the army, v. in. p. 100. 

Sheated with leather, ib. 1058. Proof of them in 
preſence of the Grand Signior, 5 
Prath, paſſage of that river, v. ii. p. 7 Ab 
© Pride of the Turks defined by themes, y. i. 
P. 247. bes ge, 

Pitlar of Pompey, v. iii. p. 237½. 

Poaiſhment, its infamy does not extend to the 

relations of the . v. 1. p · _— 'F fe are 


often vain of it, ib. 233. * 5 
i n 


1 
1. gn 1 


Ragbub: Pacha, ns of wat Grand Vie, 
v. i. p. 61. His ſkill in managing n 
148. His contempt of all PO * 
Ramazan, v. i. p. 5362 
Rejoicings, public, v. i. p. 184, 


Revolt of the women, v. i. p. "a1 6 
Rhodes, v. iii. p. 338. do 40 
\ Rites, Gmek, v,. i. p. U il. 
131 Aus. or Romans, . a0. Manns 
8. 


Bunt 1 4 on 1 landing in 
£103! 81 Egypt, 


INDEX. 


Egypt, v. iii, p. 288. 

Saint John of Acra, v. iii. p. 294- 

Saint Sophia, that n too highly . 
v. 1, P. le 
.. Saic, v. iii. p. 59. Note. 
Saltpits, of Criuea, v. ii. p. 81. 
Salonica, v. iii. p. 344. 
Sandjak-Cherif, ſally of, misfortune occaſioned 

by it. v. iii. p. 8 | 

Seide, or Sidon, v. iii. p. 301 
Seraglio, its ſituation, (Preliminary Diſcourſe) 
Note. v. i. p. 20. Its diſtinction from the word 
Harem, ib. Note, p. 1. 

Seraſker, v. ii. p- 36. 
Sipahis, under the orders of the Kam: of the 
Tartars, v. ii. p. 161. Their inſolence, ib. 
The diſaſter that befalls them, ib. 163, Several 
of them drowned. in the paſſage of the Ingul, ib. 
188. Their cowardice on the firſt ſhot, ib. 202. 
Their barbarity, ib. 28. E . 

Smyrna, v. iii. p. 248. | 

Sphinx, v. iii. p. 252. 
| Seccelice to the Ottoman throne, order of it, v.. 
1. p. 93. The Tartat Princes have no right to it, 
ib. 95. Barbarous laws againſt the collaterals 1 in 
the firſt degree, ib. 

Sultan, meaning of that title, v. i. p. 93. 


Sultan Oſman, his charactet, v. i; p. 58. 
Sultana, how this word ie to be underſtood, v. i. 


| 4 Valida, "PAP NY" ib. 97; Their 
manner of living in their palaces, ib. 98. At what 
age they are married, ib, 102. 

Sultans Tartar, their redence i in nen 


F ” 
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IND E X, 


Spratchis, inſtication of that corps, v. wi, p- 187 

.  Surme, what 1 It is, v. i. P- . a 

Stambol Effendiſſy, his juriſdiaion, v. i. p. 410. 
His rank, ib. Note, * 

Slaves, from whence they are brought to Con- 
ſtantinople, v. i. (Preliminary Diſcourle) p- 27. 
Their fityation in the Eaſt, vol. iii. p. 354, _ 

Standard, of the Pic in archite are, v. ili, p. 
151. ; 
Standard of Mahomet, v. ii. p. 4: Note. : 
Shagreen of Turkey,“ v. It. p. 239. 4 
Sherbet, v. ii. p. 37. | 
Swivel, remarkable ſize of one, v. iii. p. 68. 


8 T. 


T arcars, tbeir political ftngtion E. 
Kent 127, N N, 3b, 139. 


T v. ii. Þ 
Tcdbeine, — — of the Turkiſh fleet ther 
v. iii. p. 35. 
Tilt, exclu6yely uſed by the ſovereign, ' the 4 
to the throne, and firſt mjviſter, v. i. p. 268. 
| Tents of whe Tartan, their wechaniſm, u. il. 
p- 54+ 58 nnn 
Timorig1s, v. jj. p: 174+, Note. „ 
Tripoly, in Syria, v. iii. p. 295. | 
Troubles at Cairo, v. iii. p. 2 8. nue du. 
revolution, in 17 77, ib. 285. 
Tower, Leander's, v. i. P. 183- Note. 
. Tulips, feaſt of the, v. i. p. 10. 
Tunis, v. iii. p. 351. | ans. 0 
Turkmen, v. iii. p 327. | 5 
Turks, their — at the affair at Grotſka, 
and in the late war, v. i. (Preliminary Diſcourſe) 
p- 6. 


DE XK. 
p- 6. Note. Their contempt for the Greeks, v. ii. 
| . Ne ſhocks r ib 12 
n 
3 manner in which the Turks revenge 
their injuries, v. i. p. 229. 
Vifir, definition of that word; difference be- 
tween Viir and at Vid, v. i. p. 197. Note. 


U. | 
Ulemats, body of, their privilege, v. i. p. 60. 


Uſages of the Tartars, their reſemblance to Eu- * 


ee v. ii. p. 237. 
W. 
Wind Damaſk, the diſaſter it occaſions ; means 
of preſerving one's ſelf from it, vol. i. p. 88. 
South wind, obſervations on it, v. i. p. 89. 
Wide, the uſe of it prohibited by the law, 24 
encouraged by government, v. i. p- 234%/%ĩn * 

Wirnefles, no law-ſuit in Turkey Wen alte 
ones, v. i. p. 209. eee of falſe witneſſes, 
ib. 2 o. 

Women, the Grand Signior's, their titles, v. i. 
p- 97- Precautions when they go out, ib. 249. 
Women, Tarkiſh, a ſketch of their ſituation, v. 

i. (Preliminary Diſcourſe )p. 25. The liberty they 
enjoy, ib. 3:. How they abuſe it, ib. 32. | 

I $.. * ay 2 * 0 
_  Yaſf, fituation of that town, v. ii. p. 38. 

, ; ' 2. 

Za poravian Coſſacs, their neutrality, v. ii. 
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